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to her husband a loving and helpful compan,ion and their commodious home is 
always open to their many friends. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Cannon has been a supporter of the republi- 
can party, and although he has never sought political preferment he has served 
in various positions of public trust and responsibility. For seventeen years 
mntinuously he acted as a member of the school board and assisted in organ- 
izing Jamaica township. Socially he is connected with the Modern LVoodmen 
of America'and the Court of Honor, whose principles of helpfulness have al- 
ways found in him a sincere advocate. He  and his family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and he was one of the leaders in the erection of the 
handsome new church of that denomination at Jamaica. Mr. Cannon is one of 
the influential men. of his community and has a host of friends whose confidence 
and respect is a tribute to his sterling worth. By a life of activity and useful- 
ness he has fairly earned the honorable position accorded him. 

WILLIAM E. VLIET. 

14Tilliam E. Vliet is a representative farmer of Ross township living about 
two miles west of the town of Rossville. His place is an excellent tract of 
three hundred and twenty acres, of arable and productive land and the labor 
that he bestows upon the farm is rewarded by rich and abundant harvests. He 
was born in Peoria county on the 13th of September, 1857, and is a son of An- 
drew Jackson and Elizabeth (Fleming) Vliet. The father came from New 
Jersey to the middle west, being brought to Illinois in early life. He was an 
orphan and dependent upon strangers until he reached an age when his own labor 
could provide for his support. In his youth and early manhood he followed 
mechanical pursuits but later turned his attention to farming and purchased 
land in Iroquois county-a tract of one hundred and sixty acres-which be- 
came the Vliet homestead. 

William E. Vliet became a pupil in the schools of Peoria county, Illinois, in 
1865, and after acquiring a common-school education he turned his attention 
to  farm work, which had also claimed his energies during the vacation periods. 
He  early learned the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops and 
since attaining his majority has given his attention to the work of the farm. 
His labors in this direction have been practical and have brought him substan- 
tial returns. As the years have gone by he has prospered and has owned two 
different farms in Vermilion county, which he sold in order to purchase his 
present property, which is located in Ross township. This is a fine farm cover- 
ing a half section and the land is very productive. H e  has placed upon it sub- 
stantial improvements and it is lacking in none of the accessories and equip- 
ments of a model farm of the twentieth century. 

Mr. Vliet was married on Christmas day of 1883 to Miss Texanna Wilson, 
a daughter of George and Sarah J. Wilson. The father was a son of Alexander 
Wilson, who came to Illinois in 1833, settling in Iroquois county upon a farm 
that is still occupied by his descendants. He was a tanner by trade but here 
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turned his attention to general agricultural pursuits and continued his residence 
in Illinois until his death, save for a short period spent in Texas. H e  returned 
to this state, however, after an absence of five years. His son, George Wilson, 
has always lived in Iroquois county, where he was born on Christmas day of 
1837. Reared to the occupation of farming, he has always followed that pur- 
suit and is today one of the widely known and highly respected agriculturists 
of his cornmun,ity. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Vliet has been born eight children: Mamie Evelyn is 
the wife of John E. Hackman and has two children, Lester and Franklin; 
Macie Ethel became the wife of Ralph Winning and died December 14, 1906; 
Alva A. married Mack Beckett; Wilda Edna married Thomas Cornell of Ross- 
ville; William Eddie died October 24, 1910; Mabel Grace and Porter IVilson 
and Pauline Wilsie, twins, are attending school. 

At one time Mr. Vliet was a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows but is not connected with the organization a t  the present time. He 
and his family are prominent in the work of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
in which they hold membership, finding the guiding spirit of their lives in the 
teachings of the church. Mr. and Mrs. Vliet have always lived in this section 
of the state and have a wide acquaintance here, while their salient character- 
istics and attractive social qualities have gained them a large circle of warm 
friends. 

WILLIAM H. GOODWIN, M. D. 

Dr. William H. Goodwin, engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery 
at Fairmount, is numbered among the native sons of Vermilion county, his 
birth having occurred near Georgetown on the 31st of March, 1876, a son of 
Henderson and Angerena (Davenport) Goodwin. The father came to this 
county in an early day and for several years lived near Georgetown upon a 
farm which he owned and operated. The Civil war found him a loyal advo- 
cate of the Union cause. He  served throughout the period of hostilities as a 
member of Company C, Seven,ty-third Illinois Regiment, and lost an arm at the 
battle of Chickamauga. For the past twenty years he has lived in Indianola 
and for several years filled the position of postmaster of that place. At the 
present writing he is serving as special pension attorney, having been appointed 
to the position by President Taft. 

Dr. Goodwin spent his youthful days in his parents' home and after master- 
ing the early branches of learning taught in the common schools continued his 
education in the Indianola high school and in Greer College at Hoopeston. 
graduating with the literary degree from that institution in the class of 1893. 
H e  then taught in the district schools for two years and learned in that valuable 
experience self-control and understanding of others which have constituted pot- 
ent elements in his professional success in other directions. In the spring of 
1895 he took up the study of medicine, reading for a short time under Dr. Od- 
bert of Indianola. In the fall of that year he entered Rush Medical College 
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at Chicago, pursuing a four years' course in that institution from which he was 
graduated with the class of 1899. He afterward became physician for the 
French Lick Hotel Company at French Lick Springs. Indiana, remaining there 
from June until December, I-, and in the spring of 1900 he came to Fair- 
mount, where he has since remained. During the ten years of his residence 
here he has built up an extensive and lucrative practice and that his diagnosis 
is correct and careful, his judgment sound and his application of remedial agen- 
cies effective is shown in the excellent results which have attended his efforts. He 
is a member of the Vermilion County Medical Society and in his practice con- 
forms to the highest standard of professional ethics. 

In 19 Dr. Goodwin was married to Miss Mabel E. Nasb of Fairrnount. 
They are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and are prominent 
socially. Dr. Goodwin is a republican in his political views and for the past 
four years has been president of the village, during which period he has man- 
aged the interests of the public as carefully, systematically and wisely as he 
has attended to his personal affairs. H e  belongs to Fairmount Lodge, No. 590, 
A. F. & A. M.; Homer Chapter, No. 94, R. A. M.; Peoria Consistory A. & A. 
S. R.; Mohammed Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S. He is likewise connected with 
Fairmount Ladge, No. 973, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He  enjoys 
in large measure the regard of his brethren of these organizations, while in his 
professional and social relations his standing is equally high. 

JOHN N. CHENEY. 

John N. Cheney, now living in Sidell, has for a long period been closely as- 
sociated with agricultural interests in Vermilion county and derives his income 
today from a valuable farm, which he has brought under a high state of culti- 
vation and which is well equipped with modern improvements. A native of 
Ohio, Mr. Cheney was born in Coshocton county, on the 20th of September, 
1857, a son of Nathan and Martha J. (Smith) Cheney, both of whom were 
natives of Maryland, where they were married. In his boyhood days, however, 
the father wen~t to Coshocton county, Ohio, with his parents, but in 1855 re- 
turned to Maryland for his bride and took her with him to his home in the 
Buckeye state. They continued to reside in Coshocton county until October, 
1861, when they came west to Illinois, settling on a farm in Carroll township, 
Vermilion county, two miles northwest of Indianola. Nathan Cheney and his 
brother Moses had made a trip here prior to that time and were so well pleased 
with the country that they determined to return. Early in the '50s they had 
made the journey on foot, carrying with them their carpenter tools, for they 
had previously learned the carpenter's trade. In due course of time they ar- 
rived in Vermilion county and soon afterward each entered forty acres of land. 
They later made another trip and Nathan Cheney entered an additional eighty- 
acre tract. On permanently taking up his abode in the county in 1861 he traded 
his original entry of forty acres for a team of horses, a wagon and a set of chain 
harness. This with his eighty-acre tract and one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
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in money comprised his wealth and possessions at that period. In the early '50s 
he helped to build one of the oldest houses now standing in Indianola, it be- 
ing the residence of Samuel Sconce, the grandfather of H. J. Sconce, now liv- 
ing in Sidell township. Mr. Cheney, however, worked but little at the carpen- 
ter's trade, for after corning to Illinois he devoted his time and energies to 
farming. H e  did not live on his eighty-acre tract of land, however, for about 
four or five years but rented a farm. Soon after his removal to the farm his 
wife died and two years later, in 1867, he sold the farm and with the money thus 
received made investment in one hundred and sixty acres of land three miles 
farther west but also in Carroll township, paying ten dollars per acre for the 
same. To  that place he removed in 1868, and made it his home up to the time 
of his death, which occurred on the 19th of September, 1892, when he was in 
his seventieth year. Throughout the period of his residence here he had main- 
tained a place among the highly respected and worthy citizens of the com- 
munity. In politics he was a republican and in his fraternal relations was a 
Mason, being connected with the craft for more than forty years. He lived an 
upright, honorable life, gave generously to charity and was ever ready to help 
those who needed assistance. John N. Cheney now has in his possession a 
fifty cent piece which was the first money his father ever received in payment 
for a day's work as a man, this being paid him for cradling grain. 

When a little lad John N. Cheney accompanied his parents on their removal 
from Ohio to Illinois and spent his youthful days upon the home farm, ac- 
quiring his education in the public schools, supplemented by six months' study 
in the Vermilion Academy. He was early trained to habits of industry and 
perseverance and these qualities have proven substantial factors in his success 
in later life. On reaching his twenty-first year he purchased a team of horses 
and began cultivating a portion of his father's farm. He inherited the farm 
upon his father's death, as he was an only child, and continued to make it his 
place of residence until his removal to Sidell in 1899 that he might educate his 
children in the schools of that town. He is now the owner of three hundred 
and sixty-five acres of valuable land, for he has purchased various tracts from 
time to time as the occasion offered, and from his property he derives a sub- 
stantial annual income. 

On the 7th of January, 1883, John N. Cheney was married to Miss Cera G. 
Sconce, a daughter of William H. Sconce, now deceased and a native of Ken- 
tucky, whence he came to Vermilion county in pioneer times. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Cheney have been born four children, of whom three are yet living; 
Lester G., who was married April 7, 1909, to Miss Lola McKee and is now liv- 
ing on the home farm; Treva D., who is a graduate of the high school of the 
class of 1907 and is now teaching in Sidell; and Celia Imo, who was graduated 
from the Sidell high school in 1910 and is now teaching her first school. 

In his political views Mr. Cheney has ever been a stalwart republican since 
age conferred upon him the right of franchise. For fifteen years he served as 
a member of the school board and for four years was a member of the town 
council of Sidell, in which connection he exercised his official prerogatives in 
support of many measures and movements for the public good. He and his 
wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which Mr. Cheney 
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is serving as trustee, and he also belongs to Side11 Camp, No. 405, M. W. A. 
His life has been one of industry and his unfaltering labor and intelligent man- 
agement of his business affairs have brought him substantial and well merited 
success. Moreover his personal qualities insure him the high regard and esteem 
of all with whom he comes in contact. 

JOHN HIGGINS HARRISON. 

Among the wide-awake newspaper men of Illinois John Higgins Harrison, 
editor of the Commercial-Xews of Danville, occupies a prominent position. 
Having been thoroughly educated and trained for the work to which he is de- 
voting his life, he is well prepared for its responsibilities, and the esteem in 
which he is held by his brethren of the press and the public generally indicates 
that he worthily occupies a high place in the journalism of the state. 

He was born at Lebanon, Indiana, November 30, 1867, and is a son of 
Thomas H. and Ararninta (Higgins) Harrison. The father was a newspaper 
man of Indiana and at the time of the Civil war served as surgeon of the One 
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. H e  was quite promi- 
nent in politics in the state and served as president of the Indiana State Benevo- 
lent Boards for six years. The Harrison family has been traced back to the 
time of Oliver Cromwell in England, members of the family supporting Crom- 
well, and on the Restoration corning to this country, where the name has been 
known for about two hundred and fifty years, and representatives of the family 
are found in all the principal states of the Union. 

The subject of this review received his early education in the common schools 
and was graduated from De Pauw University in r8go. He took a literary 
course and specialized in history, literature and political sciences with the view 
of devoting his attention to newspaper work. H e  learned the printer's trade 
during vacations and after his sophomore year in college acted as reporter on 
an Indianapolis paper. His first assignment in this capacity was to interview 
Benjamin Harrison, who was at that time a candidate for president of the 
United States. While our subject was still pursuing his studies his father sold 
the Lebanon (Ind.) Pioneer and bought the Michigan City (Ind.) Dispatch, 
giving his son a half-interest in the paper. The father having departed this 
life in 1890, our subject took charge of the paper, which he sold in 1891. He 
then went to Galena, Kansas, and was identified with lead and zinc mining for 
a short time. Returning to Chicago, he began working on newspapers there 
in 1891, continuing for three years and in the summer seasons acting as press 
agent for the race tracks. H e  made quite a success in the press agency busi- 
ness and in 1895-6 acted in that capacity for one of the big circuses, traveling 
all over fhe United States and Canada. He then became press agent for a 
theater in Indianapolis but resigned in December, 1897, and located in Dan- 
ville, where he bought a half-interest in the Danville Commercial and became 
its business manager. Later he acquired a controlling interest and was editor 
of the paper until 1p4, when he brought about the consolidation of the Com- 
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mercial and the News, since which time he has acted as editor of the Con- 
mercial-News. Having had an extensive experience both in contact with men 
and in various classes of newspaper work, Mr. Harrison has learned a great 
deal not found in books. He belongs to that class of editors who aim to build 
up instead of tearing down, and his interest is always in the direction of develop 
ing the resources of the region where the influence of his paper extends. As a 
writer he is clear, concise and convincing, never sacrificing truth for the sake 
of making an impression. I t  is hardly necessary to say that the influence of 
the paper over which he presides is constantly widening. 

Reared a democrat, Mr. Harrison became a republican in 1896 and has 
since been a stanch adherent of that party. In December, 1904, he was ap- 
pointed by Governor Yates as commissioner of the Illinois State Penitentiary 
at Joliet, and still holds that position. He has made a special study of prison 
reform and management, and lectures upon those subjects. Fraternally he is 
connected with the Masonic order, of which he is a thirty-second degree Scot- 
tish Rite member, is a Knight Templar, and a Shriner. H e  has for a number 
of years taken an active interest in the organization and was twice elected erni- 
nent commander of the Knights Ternplar, being at present sovereign prince of 
Princes of Jerusalem, in the Scottish Rite. He is also a member of the Beneve 
lent and Protective Order of Elks. He belongs to the First Methodist Episcopal 
church of Danville. His favorite study is history, and his greatest pleasure 
is found in travel. He has already been, on four continents, in eighteen coun- 
tries and among the people of ten languages. H e  declares his purpose, if allowed 
to live and to prosper, to visit every land on the globe, that he may supplement 
his reading with personal observation. Known as a scholarly gentlemen and 
a thorough business man, Mr. Harrison has won success through years of earn- 
est and conscientious endeavor and clearly belongs to that class of men who make 
a permanent impress for all that is most desirable on American life. 

JOHN H. BOWEN. 

John H. Bowen is busily engaged in the operation of his fine farm of two 
hundred and forty acres in Vance township, constituting one of the valuable 
farms of Vermilion county. His birth occurred in London, Madison county, 
Ohio, on the 23d of August, 1861, his parents being George and Eliza (Harri- 
son) Bowen, who were likewise natives of the Buckeye state. In 1864 the 
father brought his family to this county, locating on a farm in Vance town- 
ship on the Champaign county line. Later he removed to another farm but 
continued to reside in Vance township until called to his final rest in 1897 when 
in the seventy-fifth year of his age. He prospered in his undertakings as an 
agriculturist and accumulated two hundred and thirty acres of rich and produc- 
tive land. The period of his residence here covered a third of a century and he 
was widely recognized as a most substantial and respected citizen. His widow, 
who yet survives, lives in Homer. 
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John H. Bowen was reared under the parental roof and acquired his educa- 
tion in the common schools. He remained at home, assisting his father in bkhe 
work of the fields, until twenty-six years of age, when he went west to Nebraska, 
there residing for one year. Returning to Vermilion county, he was here married 
in February, 1889, and then located on the farm which has remained his place 
of abode continuously since. He first operated the place as a renter for four 
years and on the expiration of that period bought the farm, which comprises 
two hundred and forty acres of land in Vance township. Progressive in his 
ideas and employing modem methods in the cultivation of his fields, he has 
attained marked success and finds his efforts rewarded by a handsome income. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Bowen chose 
Miss Florence Salladay, of Vance township, a daughter of John Salladay, who 
is now deceased. Their children are four in number, namely: Grace, Alford, 
Harrison and Ralph, all at home. 

Since age conferred upon the right of franchise Mr. Bowen has supported 
the men and measures of the republican party. The cause of education has 
ever found in him a stanch champion and he is now acting as a trustee of the 
school board. He is likewise a trustee of the Methodist Episcopal church, to 
which his wife also belongs. He has resided in this county throughout almost 
his entire life, and the fact that those who esteem him most are those who have 
known him from boyhood is an indication that his life record has ever been in 
harmony with the principles of honorable and upright manhood. 

JOHN P. STOKES. 

Among the successful men of the agricultural community in Vermilion 
county who have been called from earthly scenes but whose memory is fondly 
retained by those with whom they were associated was John P. Stokes, of Love 
township. He was a native of Ohio, where he was born January 25, 1823. He 
was the son of William and Anna Stokes, who were members of responsible 
pioneer families and who departed this life years ago. H e  grew up on the farm 
and received his education at the log schoolhouse, becoming acquainted with 
all the operations that were familiar to the farmers of those days and remain- 
ing in Ohio until he was thirty-two years of age. 

Believing that more favorable opportunities were to be found in this state, 
Mr. Stokes came to Vermilion county in 1855 and in 1857 was united in marriage 
to Miss Nancy Jane Long, who was born in this county, July 8, 1836, and is a 
daughter of James B. and Sallie B. (Fulton) Long. Her parents wTre natives 
of Kentucky and came to Vermilion county in 1830 and were identified with 
its farming interests for many years. After his marriage Mr. Stokes located 
on a farm in Love township, consisting of sixty-one and onehalf acres, which 
he developed and brought to a high state of cultivation. He became known as 
one of the energetic and progressive farmers of this region and was recognized 
as a man of high character and one whose life reflected credit not only upon 
his f-ly but upon the entire community. 
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On March 8, 1882, Mr. Stokes was called from earthly cares, having then 
arrived at  the age of fifty-nine years, one month and thirteen days. He was 
a resident of this county for twenty-seven years, and to him and his wife ten 
children were brn,  only one of whom is now living, Joseph C., who resides 
with his mother. Mrs. Stokes lives a t  the old homestead, and although she 
has been called upon to pass through many sorrows in the loss of her husband 
and nine children, she has nine grandchildren to brighten her life, and is sus- 
tained by a faith that sees through the mist of the present and rests on the en- 
during foundation of divine promise. She is a loyal and: consistent member of 
the Presbyterian church and was for many years, in earlier life, an active worker 
in that organization. As one of the well known residents of this region, she 
has many friends and well wishers who admire her for her many noble quali- 
ties of mind and heart--qualities that always command respect and are a true 
index of the character of their possessor. 

RICHARD CLIPSON. 

Among those born on h e  other side of the Atlantic, but who, in the new 
world have found opportunities for advancement in business, is numbered Rich- 
ard Clipson, whose birth occurred in London, England, on the 5th of December, 
1852. He is a son of William and Matilda (Barker) Clipson, both natives of that 
country, who came to America in 1853 and here their remaining days were spent. 
The father purchased the farm in Vermilion county, Illinois, upon which his 
son Richard now resides, and here he carried on agricultural pursuits until his 
death, which occurred on the 3d of July, 1861. His wife, however, survived 
until February 4, 1902, passing away at the ripe old age of eighty-four years. 
In their family were five children, of whom four are yet living. Of this num- 
ber the daughter, Hattie, makes her home with her brother Richard; another 
son, Albert Clipson, with whom Richard is connected in business, was married 
in 1890 to Miss Ethlen Sanford, who was born in Vermilion county, a daugh- 
ter of William H. and Rachel (Ogden) Sanford, both now deceased. She was 
one of a family of three children and by her marriage became the mother of 
four children, all of whom are yet at  home. They are Homer, Lela, Russell 
and Pauline. The eldest son, Homer, is now attending high school. 

Passing almost his entire life upon the farm which is yet his home, Richard 
Clipson is therefore indebted to the common schools of his district for the 
educational privileges enjoyed, and the period of his boyhood and youth was' 
spent in the usual manner of farm lads of that time. When not occupied with 
his ,text-books he assisted in the work of the farm, and the success which he 
now enjoys is indicative of the thorough training and broad experience which 
he acquired under the direction of his father. Since entering business on his 
own account he has continued to reside upon the old homestead, in the operation 
of which he is associated with his brother Albert, and the excellent condition 
of the property is the result of their careful management and well directed 
efforts. They have made a close study of the subject of agriculture, have intro- 
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duced all of the modern machinery to facilitate the work of the fields and have 
followed up-to-date and progressive methods in the carrying on of their enter- 
prise, and thus today are numbered among the most substantial farmers in Cat- 
lin township. An important feature of their farm is the raising and feeding of 
stock, in which they have engaged continuously since entering business together. 
They ship a large amount of stock annually, and this branch of their business 
is proving most remunerative. In  fact, their prosperity during the intervening 
years has been such that they have been able to extend the boundaries of their 
realty holdings and are now the owners of twenty-three hundred and fifty 
acres of land, some of which is in Vermilion county but most of it is in In- 
diana. Thus they rank among the most extensive property owners in their 
section of the county. I t  is all rich and arable land and stands as a monument 
to their energy, industry and thrift. 

Richard Clipson has never married but resides with his sister on the old 
homestead and like the other members of the family holds membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church at Catlin. H e  is identified with Catlin Lodge, No. 
538, I. 0. 0. F., in which he has filled part of the chairs, and in politics gives 
his allegiance to the republican party. He has served as supervisor and also as 
school director, and in all matters of citizenship has ever been found loyal and 
public-spirited, his influence being cast upon the side of right, progress, reform 
and advancement. Aside from his agricultural interests he has become identi- 
fied with financial affairs as one of the directors of the Commercial Trust & 
Savings Bank of Danville, Illinois, and is well known in the business circles of 
that city. Coming to this county when but a year old, almost his entire 
life has therefore been spent within its borders, his interests ever being closely 
identified with those of the county. During his residence in this community 
he has gained the unqualified respect and esteem of all with whom he has 
come in contact, for in all the relations of life his dealings with his fellow- 
men have been governed by principles that have at- all times conformed to a 
high standard of manhood. Although his personal history has no exciting chap- 
ters, it yet contains many lessons concerning the value of character and the 
worth of industry and perseverance in business affairs of life, and his is a splen- 
did example of the power and force of honorable manhood, of earnest effort 
and of high principle. 

MARTIN HAYWARD. 

Martin Hayward, the owner of a well improved and valuable farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres in Elwood township, has won and merited a gratify- 
ing measure of success in the conduct of his agricultural interests. His birth 
occurred in Clark county, Ohio, on the 5th of May, 1836, his parents being 
Charles and E. E. (Vickers) Hayward, who were natives of Maryland and 
Ohio respectively. Their marriage was celebrated on the 23d of April, 1834, 
in Clark county, Ohio, where they resided until 1838. During the next two 
years they made their home in Morgan county, Indiana, and then removed to 
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Warren county, Indiana, there continuing to reside throughout the remainder 
of their lives. At that place Charles Hayward voted for  James G. Birney, the 
presidential candidate of the Liberty party, while later he became a republican, 
being among the earliest supporters of that party. He had strong prohibition 
tendencies and ever advocated the suppression of the liquor traffic. H e  was a 
self-educated, self-made man and as regards intelligence was rather above the 
average man of that day. His demise occurred on the 8th of March, 1892, 
while his wife was called to her final rest on the ad of February, 1900. Their 
children were four in number. two of whom still survive, namely: Martin, of 
this review; and Celia, who is the widow of Frank Kirkpatrick and lives in 
Indiana. 

Martin Hayward remained under the parental rmf until twenty-four years 
of age and then took up farming and teaching in Warren county, Indiana, de- 
voting his attention to genera1 agricultural pursuits during the summer months 
and teaching school in the winter seasons. After having been thus busily en- 
gaged for a few years he abandoned educational interests and gave his time 
and energies exclusively to the work of the fields. In  1861 he left Warren county 
and came to Vermilion county, Illinois, here remaining for two years. On the 
expiration of that period he took up his abode in Iroquois county, where he 
made his home for eight years. Returning to Vermilion county, I e  located on 
a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Elwood township, the further culti- 
vation and improvement of which has claimed his attention continuously since. 
The property returns to him a substantial income, which enables him to enjoy 
many of the comforts and some of the luxuries of life. 

On the 13th of February, 1860, Mr. Hayward was joined in wedlock to 
Miss Marietta Hollingsworth, a daughter of John and Sarah (Hayworth) 
Hollingsworth, who were natives of Ohio and Tennessee respectively. Re- 
moving to Indiana, they lived in that state until called to their final rest, the 
father passing away in October, 1893, and the mother on the 15th of June, 

1897. Mrs. Hayward has three living brothers, as follows : Calvin R., who 
makes his home in this county; PVilliam P.. of Indianapolis; and James C., who 
is a resident of Colorado. Mr. and Mrs. Hayward are the parents of four 
children. Lillian, the wife of John G. Baird of Vermilion county, is a grad- 
uate of the Vermilion Academy of this county and taught school for a short 
time prior to her marriage. John H.. who is married and lives in Vermilion 
county, Indiana, obtained his education in Vermilion Academy and Earlham 
College, attending the latter institution for two years. Charles S., who is mar- 
ried and makes his home in Coles county. Illinois, is a graduate of Vermilion 
Academy and likewise attended Earlham College for two years. He is also 
a graduate of a veterinary college in Toronto, Canada. William C., who is mar- 
ried and lives in this county, likewise supplemented his early education by a 
course of study in Vermilion Academy. Martin Hayward has been married for 
a half century and the family circle has remained unbroken by the hand of 
death. He  now has fifteen grandchildren. 

When exercising his right of franchise Mr. Hayward supports the men and 
measures of the republican party, believing .that its principles are most conducive 
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to good government. The honors and emoluments of office, however, have 
never had any attraction for him. His wife is a devoted and consistent memd 
ber of the Friends church. His life has been a busy, industrious and useful 
one, and his relative worth is widely recognized by his fellow townsmen. 

MALISA PATTERSON. 

No record of Vermilion county would be complete without mention of the 
Patterson family-a family that has been actively identified with this county 
since early pioneer times and that has assisted nobly in the great work by which 
the land was made habitable and the present condition of general prosperity at- 
tained. When these brave pioneers crossed the Ohio river in search of a per- 
manent home the region lying northward was largely virgin prairie or unbroken 
forest, the valleys along the streams being covered with trees and dense under- 
growth, the Indian still roaming at will over the territory which had for cent- 
uries been the undisputed home of his forefathers. The emigrants did not ar- 
rive at their new homes in Pullman coaches. They came on foot and the more 
prosperous ones on horseback or in wagons, drawn by oxen or horses. They 
carried little baggage, for they were generally poor in this world's goods, as 
it was only occasionally that a family arrived which could claim to be in com- 
fortable circumstances. The simple log houses were erected in the valleys or 
at the edge of the woods, as the early comers believed that the prairie would 
never be worth anything except for grazing. They labored assiduously, denied 
themselves many of the most common comforts of life and carefully saved the 
hard-earned dollars so as to pay for the land preempted from the government 
at one dollar and a quarter an acre, much of which is now worth one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred and fifty dollars per acre. As time passed the face 
of the country was changed and conditions improved and today Illinois is one 
of the wealthiest states of the Union and is the abiding place of several millions 
of people, as intelligent and prosperous as are to be found anywhere in the world. 

Malisa Patterson, whose name appears at the head of this review, is a highly 
respected member of the Patterson family and is a daughter of Thomas and 
Jane (Canaday) Patterson, the former of whom came to Vermilion county 
from Tennessee with his parents in 1830, the latter being born in Vermilion 
county. Thomas Patterson was reared upon the pioneer farm where his father 
settled and as a boy assisted in clearing away the trees, plant'ing the corn and 
caring for the live stock. He was educated in the log schoolhouse, which in 
many parts of the state was supplied with puncheon floor, clapboard roof, a 
great fireplace with stick and mud chimneys, the little group of pupils of both 
sexes ranging up to twenty years of age and presided over by a stern pedagogue 
whose prerogative to the position largely consisted of the ability to wield the 
hickory rod. However, the youthful mind could not be wholly suppressed even 
under such discouraging circumstances and many of the boys who began their 
training in the log schoolhouse under the most primitive conditions became 
leading men of the country and those who really showed the proper interest 
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and applied themselves as in the case of Thomas Patterson secured in some 
mysterious way a good common-school education. 

After laying aside his books Mr. Patterson returned to his toil upon the 
farm with new zeal and later became the owner of one hundred and sixty 
acres on sections 25 and 36, Love township. Here he lived for many years, be- 
ing known as one of the intelligent and successful agriculturists of the town- 
ship, a man of noble impulses, wide sympathies and one who at all times was 
willing to  make any persona1 sacrifice to advance the interest or happiness of 
his family. He was called from earthly scenes September 18, 1909, at the age 
of eighty-four years, his beloved wife having preceded him, dyingP~ugust 15, 
1900. Mr. and Mrs. Patterson were both consistent members of the Presby- 
terian church and he was affiliated with the old line whig party and later with 
the republican party, of which he was a stanch supporter. Ten children were 
born unto Mr. and Mrs. Patterson, four of whom are now living: Isaac and 
Jlalisa, both of Vernlilion county; Lilly, now Mrs. Fellers of this state; and 
Golden, Iiving in Nadison county, Indiana. 

Malisa Patterson was reared on the old homestead and educated in the 
district schools, growing up under the favoring influences of a quiet and peace- 
able home. Under her mother she became acquainted with the details of house- 
hold management, so that even before the departure of the mother the daughter 
assumed the place at the head of the domestic affairs, a position which she has 
since retained, her brother Isaac successfully managing the farm. H e  also 
operates one hundred and forty acres of land which he owns in Love and El- 
wood townships and thus conducts both farms. He has gained an enviable 
reputation as one of the ablest agriculturists in this part of the county and 
is growing more grain than any other man in Love township. The sister and 
brother are both unmarried and now in comfort and ease are enjoying the fruits 
of wisely directed effort. Miss Patterson is known in this region as a 
lady of many estimable qualities, a generous friend to those less fortunate than 
herself, gracious in her manners, kind, considerate and it is scarcely necessary 
to add that she is held in high regard by the entire community. In religious be- 
lief she and her brother accept the Bible as the inspired word. They are both 
members of the Presbyterian church, active in the promotion of any good work 
and always aim to be found on the side of right. 

GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK CHURCH. - 

For twenty-three years George W. F. Church has made his home in Dan- 
ville and through six decades has been a resident of Vermilion county, so that 

- its history is largely familiar to him. With the work of agricultural develop- 
ment he has been closely associated and in other ways has lent his aid and in- 
fluence for  the progress of the county. H e  was born in London, England, April 
19, 1830, but has resided in America since May, 1848, at which time he landed 
in New York. For a year and four months he worked upon a farm in the 
east and came to Vermilion county, where he has since made his home. 
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His father, George Zephaniah Church, was born in England a b u t  the year 
1800 and died there about thirty-four years ago. He was chief clerk in one 
of the branches of the Bank of England. His wife bore the maiden name of 
Elizabeth Lydia Draper. Since her son George W. F. Church came to America 
she has sent to him the coat of arms of the Draper family and also a miniature 
of his great-grandmother, painted on ivory. I t  was made between the years 
1760 and 1775 and represents a graceful lady, clothed after the fashion of that 
period. In the family of George 2. and Elizabeth L. (Draper) Church there 
were five sons and three daughters. Albert, who married Emily Jones and 
had ten children, died in Catlin, this county, two years ago. Adolphus Belling- 
ham wedded Fannie Bentley and is living in Catlin. Adeline is the widow of 
Francesco De Perura and lives in Erazil, South ,her ica .  Emma AIaria is the 
wife of Edward Beedel and Alice Augusta is living in England. The second 
and fourth members of the family are deceased and the other member of the 
father's household is the subject of this review. 

George W. F. Church supplemented his early education by study in the East 
Islington Commercial College. He was eighteen years of age when he crossed 
the Atlantic to the new world, attracted by the broader business opportunities 
which he had heard were to be obtained on this side of the Atlantic. Upon 
coming to Vermilion county in 1849 he purchased a tract of prairie land and 
began farming. 

In the same year he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah Elizabeth Jones, 
a daughter of Henry Jones, and unto them were born eight children, two of 
whom passed away in infancy. Elizabeth Sarah, the oldest, is the wife of Rich- 
ard Puzey and has six children. Henry George married Lola Douglas and has 
four children. Minnie Louise is the wife of Payton Douglas and has 
one living child. Ernest Augustus married Anna Frazier and has one child. 
Maud Isabel is the wife of Marsh Brady and has four living children. Ethel 
Florence is the wife of Harry Walz and has one child. The mother of these 
children passed away in 1886 and in 1888 Mr. Church was married to Edwina 
M. Church, who though of the same name was not a relative. Her father, 
John A. Church, was a farmer and for many years served as assessor and col- 
lector of Catlin township, Vermilion county. Her mother bore the maiden 
name of Mary Love and by her marriage had two children: Edwina M., now 
the wife of our subejct; and Clara, the wife of N. Milton Payne. By the second 
marriage of Mr. Church there has been born one child, Edith Alice Mary, who 
was born June 28, 1889. 

In his political views Mr. Church has long been a stalwart republican. He 
has been identified with the Masonic fraternity since 1858 and in his life ex- 
emplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft. He is the owner of an excellent 
farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres in Catlin township and has also made 
judicious investment in town property, owning several pieces of real estate 
in Danville, including the residence which he now occupies at No. 106 South 
Hazel street. H e  has lived here since 1887 and is one of the worthy residents 
of the city, having a large circle of warm friends here. He  has never regretted 

his determination to seek his fortune on this side the Atlantic, for here he has 
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found and improved good opportunities, successfully carrying on agricultural 
interests for  many years and at length accumulating the property that now 
enables him to live retired and yet enjoy all of the comforts and some of the 
luxuries of life. H e  has always been thoroughly loyal to the land of his a d o p  
tion, his record proving that the accident of birth does not determine the value 
of citizenship. 

J. F. COOKE. 

J. F. Cooke, who was one of the leading farmers of Love township, and 
who departed this life nearly four years ago, will be remembered as an ener- 
getic and capable man of good appearance, the head of a large and promising 
family to which he was a loving guide and protector. He  was also known as 
a citizen who contributed according to his ability in forwarding the best inter- 
ests of this region. H e  was a native of Vermilion county, Indiana, born Oc- 
tober 25, 1859, and was a son of Joseph C. and M. J. (Dallas) Cooke, both of 
whom were natives of Virginia and descendants of southern families. The 
father has passed to his reward but the mother still lives in Ridge Farm and is 
now the wife of Jacob L. Thomas. In  the Cooke family were twelve children, 
four of whom are now living. 

J. F. Cooke was reared upon a farm and educated in the public schools, 
being trained under his father in the various operations of agriculture and 
stock-raising. He proved a willing pupil and as a young man was ambitious 
and energetic and gave unusual promise of a useful career. I t  was in 18791 
that he took up his residence in Vermilion county, Illinois. At nineteen years 
of age he was married and removed upon a farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
presented him by his father. There he lived for one year, at the end of which 
time he sold the farm and purchased another which embraces two hundred and 
forty-two acres and has since been in possession of the family. Mr. Cooke 
was very successful in his farming operations and by careful attention to his 
calling, increased the productiveness of the place and made it one of the valu- 
able properties in his part of the county. He was always an advocate of the 
principles of the democratic party and although he was never an aspirant for 
public office. he occupied several positions of responsibility as a township of- 
ficer. discharging his duties with the same honesty and efficiency that he dis- 
played in his own private affairs. H e  held membership in the Modern \LTood- 
men of America; the Court of Honor; and the Tribe of Ben Hur, being greatly 
esteemed by his brethren of these organizations. On &fay 12, 1907, hlr. Cooke 
was called from earthly scenes, at the age of forty-seven years. six months and 
eighteen days, and his body mas deposited by loving hands in its last resting 
place in Bethel cemetery. His departure in the height of a useful life was the 
occasion of sincere regret, as he had many friends who were acquainted with 
his noble qualities. 

In 1878 Mr. Cwke was united in marriage to Miss Drusilla P. Campbell, 
a native of this county, who was born May 23, 1862. She is a daughter of 
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James and Eglantine (Scott) Campbell, both natives of Vermilion county. The 
father was one of the well known farmers of eastern Illinois and in his later 
years he removed to Missouri, where he died in 1870. Mrs. CampbeII is stiII 
living and has arrived at the venerable age of seventy-nine years and makes 
her home with her daughter, Mrs. Cwke, where she receives every attention 
that can be bestowed by those who love and respect her for her long life of 
unselfishness. She is the mother of nine children, six of whom are now liv- 
ing. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Cooke eight children were born: Nettie P., the wife o f  
Arthur Jones, of Ridge Farm; Roy F., of Indianapolis ; May D., the wife of 
Burke Hughes, of Missouri; Bertie C., of Vermilion county; Blanche C., who 
is living a t  home and is a music teacher; Harley D., of Indianapolis ; and Laura 
B. and Glenn L., both at home. 

Mrs. Cooke since the death of her husband has had charge of the farm, 
which is a large responsibility for a woman, and by her wise management has 
contributed to the comfort and welfare of her children, showing a business 
ability that is very much to her credit. She has for many years held member- 
ship in the Presbyterian church and has in a high degree the respect and confi- 
dence not only of many friends in this immediate region but of acquaintance:; 
throughout a wide district. 

J. A. KENDALL. 

J. A. Kendall, a well known farmer and business man and a respected citi- 
zen of Love township, was born in this county, June 16, 18%. I-Ie is a son of 
Jacob M. and Catherine (Campbell) Kendall, the former a native of Greene 
county. Ohio, and the latter of east Tennessee. The parents came to Vermilion 
county in the pioneer days and the father here engaged in farming and became 
quite an extensive landowner. He  departed this life in 1901 and his estimable 
companion was called away in 1903. They lvere the parents of sis chiltlren: 
John M. and Joseph C., both residents of 'Ridge Farm, this county; J. A.; the 
subject of our review; Enos C. ; Iva hl. ; and Jennie, deceased. 

Educated in the public schools and also in the high school, J. A. Kendall 
was reared in the parental home and early became acquainted with all of the 
duties of the farm. He  continued at home until he was twenty-two years of 
age and then, having taken unto himself a life companion, he removed to Hum- 
rick, this county, and entered mercantile business. After some years he dis- 
posed of his interests there and went to Hume, Illinois, where for one year 
he conducted a general store. Selling out, he took up his residence at Dana, 
Indiana, where for five years he engaged in the grocery and queensware busi- 
ness, and was then associated with the Gilbert & Mattock Company in the grain 
business, in which he continued for four years. After two years' retirement 
irom mercantile pursuits he became connected with the National Elevator 
Company and still continues with that organization. Although he has for many 
years engaged in various lines of business, he is the owner of a farm of one 
hundred and forty acres in Love township, which is improved with a well built 
residence and is provided with all the conveniences of a modern farm. 
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In 1891 Mr. Kendall was married to Miss Zula Southern, who was born 
in Dayton, Ohio, in 1869, a daughter of John H. and Eliza A. (Royce) south- 
ern, Her father was a native of England and the mother of Ohio. He was 
a brick-mason by trade and came to Vermilion county in 1872. Mrs. Southern 
was called away in 1892 and her husband departed this life three years later. 
The wife of our subject was their only child and she is the mother of three 
children: June R., who was born January 5, 1894, and is now a student of the 
high school at Ridge Farm; Herbert W., born October 24, 1899; and Graydon 
L., born June 13, 1905. 

Mr. Kendall has been for many years an ardent supporter of the democratic 
party and for four years served as postmaster at Humrick. H e  is a valued 
member of Lodge No. 632, A. F. & A. M., of Ridge Farm. His wife, who is 
a high-school graduate and has all her life been an earnest advocate of education, 
is an intelligent and worthy helpmeet of her husband, to whom she has been an 
unfailing source of comfort and happiness. Mr. Kendall has many friends in 
the county where he has spent all his life and where he has been known to be 
active, energetic and capable in his various enterprises and worthy of any trust 
reposed in him. By a useful and honorable career he has established a reputa- 
tion for integrity which is of inestimable value to any man and is worth vastly 
more than wealth gained through questionable means. 

WILLIAM L. SPEAR. 

William L. Spear, the efficient postmaster of Rankin, to which position he 
was appointed on the 9th of January, 1909, was born in Chester, Randolph 
county, Illinois, on the 7th of September, 1843. His parents, Lewis P. and 
Lurene S. (Stowe) Spear, were natives of Ohio and Alabama respectively. 
Their marriage was celebrated at Chester, Illinois. The father passed away 
at Bloomington in June, 1893, while the mother was called to her final rest on 
the 25th of September, 1907, her demise occurring a t  Springfield. Unto them 
were born three daughters and six sons, the record of whom is as follows: Per- 
melia, who passed away on the 27th of September, 1847; William L., of this 
review; Harvey V., a resident of Coffeyville, Kansas ; Stephen L., who makes 
his home in Springfield, Illinois; Charles E., a practicing attorney of Albion, 
Nebraska; Walter E., who passed away leaving a widow and one child; Catha- 
rine, who died in infancy; John S., who has been connected with the Indian 
service for many years and is now stationed a t  Fort Lewis, Colorado; and 
Catharine, the wife of Harry S. Hadfield, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

William L. Spear was largely reared in the city of Alton and when a youth 
of sixteen removed with his parents to a farm in Greene county, where he re- 
mained until the time of his enlistment for service in the Union army, joining 
Company C, One Hundred and Twenty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
on the 8th of August, 1862. He continued with that command for three years 
and participated in all the engagements of his regiment, including those at Par- 
ker's crossroads, Tennessee ; Paducah, Kentucky ; Tupelo, Mississippi ; Nash- 
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ville, Tennessee; Mobile, Alabama; and the siege and capture of Fort Blakely. 
After returning from the war he became identified with educational interests 
and successfully taught school for  many years, following that profession in 
Greene, Jersey and Macoupin counties of Illinois until 1891. In  that year he 
located on a farm of eighty acres west of Rankin, Vermilion county, devoting his 
attention to its operation until 1901, when he disposed of the property and took 
up his abode in Rankin, where he has resided to  the present time. On the 9th 
of January, 1909, he was appointed postmaster of the town and his promptness 
and fidelity in the execution of every duty have made his a creditable record 
in this connection. 

On the 7th of April, 1870, Mr. Spear was united in marriage to Miss Fran- 
ces Dews, whose birth occurred in Yorkshire, England, on the 11th of June, 184, 
and who came to Illinois with her parents when a little maiden of six years. 
Prior to her marriage she followed the profession of school teaching. She be- 
came the mother or' four children, namely: Harry George, who is superintendent 
of schools a t  Greenup, Cumberland county; Lurene C., the wife of John M. 
Griffith, of Danville; William F., who is employed as bookkeeper in the bank a t  
Fithian, Illinois; and Mina E., at horne. 

Mr. Spear is a republican in politics and has capably served as justice of the 
peace for eight years, while for two years he was a member of the village h a r d  
and for three years acted as  township collector. H e  still maintains pleasant re- 
lations with his old army comrades through his membership in the G. A. R. In  
1865 he became identified with the Masonic fraternity and throughout all the 
intervening years has been a worthy exemplar of the craft. His life has ever 
been upright and honorable, his actions manly and sincere, and as the years have 
gone by he has proven his right to be classed with the leading and representative 
residents of Rankin and Vermilion county. 

PARIS J. PUGH. 

One of the enterprising agriculturists of Love township is Paris J. Pugh. 
He is a native of this county and has passed his entire life here and is known as 
one of the substantial citizens. whose good fortune is due to honestly directed 
effort. He was born October 30, 1862, and is a son of Granville and Lydia 
(Thompson) Pugll. The father was a native of Ohio and came to Illinois a s  
a lad of six years in 1830, continuing in this state during the remainder of his 
life, with the exception of one year's residence in Iowa. H e  was a successful 
farmer and stock-raiser. Politically he was affiliated with the republican party 
and in religious belief was identified with the Friends church. H e  died April 28, 
1898, his departure causing general regret, as he was a man of very high char- 
acfer and had made many friends. The mother is a native of Indiana and is 
now living in the seventy-fifth year of her age, making her home at Ridge Farm. 
She was the mother of eight children, seven of whom are now living. 

The subject of this review was reared a t  the parental home and was given 
thk advantages of education in the public schools, working upon the farm during 
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his boyhood and until he reached-the age of maturity. By this time he had gained 
a thorough knowledge of farm operations and had shown an energy and ability 
in his work which indicated a successful career as an agriculturist and stock- 
raiser. Like all ambitious young men, he desired to  become independent and in 
order to attain this position, which is one of the most worthy aspirations that 
can occupy the mind of any young man, he rented a farm, which he conducted 
for three years. At the end of this time he purchased the farm where he has 
since lived and which consists of one hundred and twenty-five acres in section 
31. This property he has brought to a fine state of cultivation. The house, barn 
and buildings are ail in excellent condition and the farm is thoroughly modem 
in every particular. 

On February 27, 1887, Mr. Pugh was united in marriage to Miss Lucy 
Hiberly, a native of Newport, Indiana, and a daughter of Frederick and Mary 
(Menges) Hiberly. The father was born in Gemmny and the mother in Ohio, 
the latter having departed this life October 24, 1906. Mr. Hiberly makes his 
home in the state of Washington. Mrs. Pugh is one of a family of nine chil- 
dren born to her parents, four of whom are now living. To Mr. and Mrs. Pugh 
four children have been born: Mary A., now the wife of Ernest V. Foltz, of 
St. Bernice, Vermilion county, Indiana; Granville F., now living in Idaho; Joseph 
fif., living at home; and an infant deceased. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pugh are members of the Presbyterian church and by atten- 
tion to their duties and interest in the general welfare have made many friends 
in this region. Whatever property Mr. Pugh has acquired he has earned through 
his energy and wise management. H e  began with a laudable ambition, which 
has never deserted him, and by patience and close application he has accom- 
plished one of the important objects of life-the possession of a comfortable 
home and the knowledge that if he so desires he can live at ease for the re- 
mainder of his days. 

CHAUNCEY N. TRIMBLE. 

I t  is pleasing to know that there are successful farmers in Illinois who were 
born on the farms where they now live and have followed in the good work 
established by their fathers, today being recognized as among the most enter- 
prising and capable agriculturists and stock-raisers in the state. By remain- 
ing upon the farnl they have retained that independence, which is one of the 
greatest blessings of life and which, after all, is one of the prime objects of 
our existence-as many learn after years of struggle against adverse conditions. 

Among the number briefly referred to above is Chauncev 31. Trimble, of 
Side11 township, Vermilion county. He  was born March 30. 1866, and is a 
son of Matthew and Lydia (Harvey) Trimble, the former a native of Coshocton 
county, Ohio, and the latter of Pennsylvania. The father came to Vermilion 

county in the summer of 1863, driving from Ohio a herd of seven hundred 
sheep and during the entire trip having for his assistants a boy and a dog. 
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Here he herded the sheep for two years and from this herd received his first 
start, becoming ultimately one of the leading farmers in his region. He lived 
upon his well conducted farm of one hundred and twenty acres until 1893, 
when he retired and removed to Sidell, where he now resides, at the age of 
eighty-five years. Mrs. Trimble, who was a woman of fine mental capacity 
and a model wife and mother, departed this life April 30, 1907. She was the 
second wife of Mr. Trimble and was married to him in 1864, being at the time 
a widow. Her first husband was Oliver W. Harvey, who died in the Civil 
war and left two children, Jane and Charles W. By her second marriage Mrs. 
Trimble was the mother of two children, Chauncey N., our subject, and Lucy, 
who became the wife of Elmer Hite, of Kansas. The first wife of Mr. Trimble 
was Cassandria Pigman, to  whom he was united in Ohio, and who died in 
1862. For many years Mr. Trimble, the father of the subject of this review, 
engaged extensively in dealing in live-stock and was regarded as one of the 
best buyers in central Illinois. He took a great interest in education and his 
children were given the best advantages of the common schools. Originally 
a republican, he changed his views upon mature consideration and for some 
years past has advocated the principles of the democratic party. H e  has served 
in various local positions of public responsibility, but he never aspired to political 
honors, as his attention during his entire active career was almost wholly taken 
up with the duties of the farm. 

Chauncey N. Trimble was reared on the farm and as he grew up became 
intimately connected with all the duties pertaining to a well regulated farming 
establishment. At  twenty-one years of age he began for himself, taking charge 
of forty acres of land on the home place. After this he began renting land in 
the neighborhood and for twelve or fourteen years had charge of as many as 
three hundred acres yearly and was very successful in his work. After the re- 
tirement of his father Mr. Trimble purchased eighty acres of the home farm 
and in 1909 he bought the remaining forty acres, also still continuing upon a 
large scale as a renter of land in this region. In his various operations he has 
shown a diligence and good judgment that are so essential in all successful busi- 
ness affairs. 

On January 4, 1893, Mr. Trimble was united in marriage to Miss Effie 
Bales, of Camel, Indiana, and of this union six children have been born: Dana, 
Lena, Russell C., Raymond L., Glen R. and Lois E., all of whom are living at 
home. Mr. Trimble is a democrat in his political tendencies and for three 
years occupied the office of road commissioner in this district. For twenty- 
three years past he has held membership in Sidell Lodge, No. 225, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and he is also a member of Sidell Lodge, Knights of 
Pythias, and of the Modern Woodmen of America. H e  and his wife are active 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

-Mr. Trimble is in an important degree a self-made man, having depended very 
largely upon himself ever since he began his active career, making his own way 
and discharging his obligations as he went along, and asking no special favors of 
anyone. He believes that every individual has within himself the power of 
accomplishing any reasonabIe thing, provided he will apply the necessary energy 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 707 

and common sense and Mr. Trimble has demonstrated this to be true. By his 
straightforward course he has gained the respect of his neighbors and all who 
have had business relations with him, and he is today one of the honored and 
representative men of Vermilion county whose word is as g o d  as any man's 
bond, even though the bond be "signed, sealed and delivered." 

HIRAM B. SAVAGE. 

Those who know aught of Hiram B. Savage speak of him only in terns 
of respect and esteem, not more because of the capable management which he 
has displayed in the conduct of his agricultural pursuits than the upright and 
honorable principles which have ever governed his life. Born in Carter county, 
Kentucky, on the mth  of December, 1841, he is a son of James and Martha 
(Jordan) Savage, both natives of Kentucky where they were reared and mar- 
ried. In 1854 the family arrived in Illinois, locating in Edgar county where 
they remained for two years, after which they came to Vermilion county, taking 
up their abode on the Redmond farm in Vance township, and although subse- 
quent removals were made, the parents continued to reside within the borders 
of this township until the time of their death, the father passing away on the 
24th of September, 1884, at the age of seventy-seven years, and the mother in 
1895, after she had passed her eighty-fourth year. 

Hiram B. Savage was a lad of thirteen years when his parents left the old 
- Kentucky home and came to Illinois, and his education, which had been begun in 

the Blue Grass state, was completed in the common schools of this state. His 
educational training, however, was of necessity meager, for at an early day he 
was assigned those tasks which usually fall to the lot of the country lad, and his 
time was fully occupied from early spring planting until the harvests were gath- 
ered in the late autumn. Thus only for a short period during the winter months, 
when the work of the farm was suspended, was he able to attend the schools 
near his home, but he made the best of the opportunities which were his and 
later supplemented the knowledge thus acquired by broad outside reading. H e  
remained under the parental roof until 1864, when he embarked in business on 
his own account, operating a farm in the capacity of renter for two years. In 
1566, he purchased his first property, becoming the owner of forty acres of land 
in Vance township, which he operated while boarding a t  home with his parents. 
In 1872 he bought another forty-acre tract near his original purchase and, as the 
place was equipped with farm buildings took up his abode thereon and contin- 
ued to operate both farms. Five years later he again added to his holdings, be- 
coming the owner of eighty-one acres lying across the road from his home place, and 
in 1892 moved to his present farm, which he acquired by purchase in that year. 
It  consists of one hundred and twenty acres of land on sections 11 and 12, Vance 
township, and here he has carried on agricultural pursuits for the past eighteen 
years. Recognizing the fact that he could find no better investment for his 
money than Illinois farm land, he continued to add to his holdings from time to 
time as he prospered, and in 1904 purchased eighty-one acres in Catlin town- 
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ship and a year later invested in one hundred and twenty acres adjoining his 
homestead. He also owns fifteen acres of good timber land, and altogether 
is the possessor of four hundred and fifty-two acres of rich land in Vermilion 
county, constituting him one of the large land owners of his section. He  has 
given his attention entirely to general farming and his efforts therein have been 
most successful. H e  practices rotation of crops, makes a careful study of soil 
and climatic conditions and his untiring industry, his well directed labors and 
his progressive methods are  being crowned with results that are most satisfactory 
and gratifying. 

Mr. Savage laid the foundation for a happy home life of his own in his 
marriage, in 1874, to  Miss Sarah Clester, of Vance township, who was born 
near St. Joe, Illinois. Unto this union have been ljorn four children: Cora E., 
residing a t  home; Emma E., the wife of Walter S. White, of Homer, Illinois; 
Herman Roy, a farmer of Vance township; and Hiram Bolar, Jr., operating 
the home farm. 

A stanch democrat in his political belief to the extent of casting his vote 
in support of the candidates of that party, Mr. Savage has never. however, de- 
sired nor sought public office as a reward for party fealty, preferring that his 
duties of citizenship should be performed in a private capacity. H e  is, never- 
theless, deeply interested in all those things which have to do with the public life 
of the community and is a strong advocate of measures which have a bearing 
upon the upbuilding and improvement of Vermilion county. Although he has 
reached the sixty-ninth year of life's journey he is still active in the world's 
work, and the position which he occupies in the esteem and regard of his fellow- 
men speaks for a life of honorable endeavor and high principle. 

GUY E. ALEERT. 

Guy E. Albert is the proprietor of a general mercantile store at  KO. 218 
Logan avenue in Danville, one of the leading establishments of its kind in the 
city. His birth occurred in Elount township, Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 
6th of September, 1868, his parents being Samuel and Hulda A. (I-Iilleary) 
Albert. The first representatives of the Albert family in this country came from 
Germany and settled in Pennsylvania, whence they afterward removed to Ohio. 
The maternal ancestors of our subject were also natives of Germany, coming 
from the fatherland to New Jersey ant1 later taking up their abode in the 
Buckeye state. Samuel Albert, the father of Guy E. Albert, was born in Ohio 
in 1833 and accompanied his parents on their removal to this county. Here 
the grandfather devoted his attention to the pursuits of farming and stock- 
raising and Samuel Albert likewise gave his time and energies to agricultural 
interests throughout his active business career. His demise, which occurred 
on the 26th of February, 1855, was the occasion of deep and widespread re- 
gret, for he had won an extensive circle of friends during the many years of 
his residence in this county. His wife was called to her final rest on the 27th 
of January, 1886. ITnto them were born four sons and one daughter, as follows r 
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Guy E., of this review; Henry M., who follows farming or, the old home place; 
George, who passed away October 25, 1857; John, who died in infancy, and 
Sarah J.,, who died February 23, 1881. 

Guy E. Albert obtained his early education in the district schools of his 
native township and continued his studies until he had attained the age of 
eighteen. Following the death of his mother he continued the management of 
the home farm in association with his brother, Henry M., for a period of four 
years. At the end of that time he turned his attention to mercantile pursuits, 
being a partner in the establishment of a general store at Snyder, Vermilion 
county, in the conduct of which he was actively engaged for three years. Feel- 
ing, however, that the life of the farm was more beneficial and congenial to 
him, he disposed of his mercantile interests and once more became a tiller of 
the soil. His next removal was to Danville, where for several years he worked 
in some of the leading stores. In I p j  he embarked in business on his own 
account, opening a general mercantile establishment at  No. 703 West Madison 
street. At the end of a year his trade had increased to such an extent that 
larger quarters were necessary and he therefore came to his present location 
a t  No. 218 Logan avenue. The number of his patrons, including many of Dan- 
ville's leading citizens, is continually growing, owing to his straightforward 
and reliable business dealings and his earnest desire to give satisfaction. 

On the 22d of November, 1893, Mr. Albert was united in marriage to Xiss 
Daisy W. Fairchild, a daughter of Francis M. and Ina Fairchild, who for many 
years were representatives and respected residents of this county. The father 
y a s  extensively and successfully engaged in general agricultural pursuits 
throughout his active business career. Mr. and Mrs. Albert have a daughter, 
Ina H., whose birth occurred in Blount township in 1894. 

In his political views Mr. Albert was originally a democrat but for many 
years he has supported and advocated the principles of the prohibition party, 
believing that the liquor traffic is one of the worst evils with which our coun- 
try has to contend. During the years 1895 and 1896 he served as town clerk 
of Blount township. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the 
Lincoln Methodist Episcopal church. H e  enjoys a wide and favorable acquain- 
tance in the county where his entire life has been spent and has long been 
numbered among its most substantial and esteemed citizens. 

JOHN MARSHALL BOYLE. 

John Marshall Boyle, who is now successfully engaged in the practice of 
law in partnership with Ray F. Barnett in Danville, is one of Illinois' native 
sons, his birth occurring in Roberts, September 20, 1879. His father, John 
Boyle, was born near L a  Salle, Illinois. and is of Irish descent, his parents hav- 
ing come to America from the Emerald isle and settled in La Salle county, this 
state. Throughout life he has followed farming and also engaged in business 
as a dealer of live stock. H e  now makes his home in Vermilion, but his wife,. 
who bore the maiden name of Anna Plunkett, died on the 30th of May, 1909. 
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Her parents were also of Irish origin and on coming to the United States settled 
in New Jersey where her birth occurred. 

John Marshall Boyle began his education in the public schools of Roberts, 
Illinois, where he remained a student until 1895. He  then secured a position in 
the postoffice a t  that place and continued in the government service until the 
1st of September, 1899, when he entered the University of Illinois Academy, 
where he continued his studies for a year and a half. He next entered the Col- 
lege of Literature and Arts and was graduated from the law department of the 
University of Illinois in 1906. For one year he was editor of the college paper 
and was in charge of the postoffice at the university, thus working his way 
through college. He started by reading proof on the college paper and for a 
time worked in a restaurant a t  night, doing anything that would aid him in 
securing an education. He often rose in the morning at  six o'clock and con- 
tinued his work and study until midnight. After his graduation he was ap- 
pointed city editor of the Champaign Daily News, which position he filled from 
1906 until September, 1907, and then came to Danville, securing a position in 
the states attorney's office, which he still fills. In  December, 1908, however. 
he formed a partnership with Ray F. Barnett and they have since engaged in the 
general practice of law, meeting with very gratifying success. In connection 
with their legal business the firm also represents the Northern Life Insurance 
Company in the eastern district of Illinois. They are wide-awake, energetic 
young men and undoubtedly have a brilliant future before them. 

In  his religious faith Mr. Boyle is a Roman Catholic and he is prominently 
identified with several fraternal organizations, being a member of the Elks. the 
Eagles, the Knights of Columbus and Northcott Camp of Modern Woodmen 
of America. H e  is also identified with the Mutual Protective League, of which 
he was president in 1909, resigning on account of the sickness and subsequent 
death of his mother. The republican party finds in him a stanch supporter of 
its principles and he takes a very active and commendable part in political af- 
fairs. H e  is also a member of the Vermilion County Bar Association, and, 
although a young man, he has made an excellent record during the period of his 
active connection with the profession and his ambition, diligence and fidelity to 
his clients' interests will undoubtedly bring to him increased success as the 
years go by. H e  is careful and thorough in the preparation of his cases and his 
careful analysis combined with logical deductions has constituted him one of the 
strong members of the Danville bar. 

ASBURY B. DUNCAN. 

The name of Asbury B. Duncan has long been associated with the mercantile 
interests of Danville, although he is now living a retired life. Moreover, he is 
a representative of one of the old pioneer families of the county, his birth hav- 
ing occurred near Potomac in 1855. He was educated in the common schools 
of this county while spending. his boyhood days under the parental roof and he 
early became familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for 
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the crqs .  As he .neared his majority he wisely chose, as a foundation for 
his success, the occupation to which he was reared and followed farming until 
about twenty years ago, when he turned his attention to the hardware and imple- 
ment business. He still has agricultural interests in both Vermilion county and 
in Indiana and derives therefrom a gratifying and substantial income, their 
management indicating his sound business judgment and enterprise. 

In 1880 Mr. b n c a n  was united in marriage to Miss Alice N. Price, a daugh- 
ter of William H. Price, who was born in Pike county, Ohio, July 4, 1827. In 
December, 1830, he became a resident of Vermilion county, Illinois, and through 
many years remained one of its honored citizens as well as worthy pioneer settlers. 
Robert G. Price, the grandfather of Mrs. Duncan, was born in Kentucky, July 
27, 1788, and espoused the American cause at the time of the second war with 
England, taking part in active military duty under Gen. William Henry Harrison. 
In early manhood he went to Pike county, Ohio, where he married Nancy How- 
ard, who was born in that state February 27, 1793. He  followed farming in 
Pike county until 1830 and then brought his family to Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, where he secured a claim of eighty acres of government land near Dan- 
ville. Cutting away the trees, he at length turned the furrows and developed 
the fields, which in due course of time brought him good harvests. He  died 
in January, 1856, his wife having passed away about 1% 

William H. Price was the youngest of his five children. H e  was reared on 
the old home farm near Danville to the age of sixteen years and he began earn- 
ing his own living by working as a farm hand by the day and month. The 
first land which he ever owned he entered from the government about 18q5, 
securing two hundred and forty acres in Pilot township. With characteristic 
energy he developed that property and resided thereon until I@I, when he 
changed his place of abode but did not sell the farm. Additional purchases 
from time to  time had made him the owner of twelve hundred acres, all in 
one section of the county. He made substantial improvements upon the home 
place, which was lacking in none of the equipments and accessories of a model 
farm. H e  was married January 30, 1850, to Mary J. Cazott, who was born 
July 4, 1833, in Vermilion county, a daughter of Henry Cazott, formerly of 
Kentucky. She died in 1891, after which Mr. Price lived with a daughter in 
Danville for a year or two. He was married September 5, 1892, to Mrs. Sarah 
J. Ellsworth. By his first marriage Mr. Price had six children. Jerusha J., 
born in 1851, became the wife of Henry Helmick, who died in 1894 leaving 
two sons, Charles E. and William Helmick ; Lloyd H., born December 2, 1852, 
wedded Mary Snyder in 1876 and is living at Nevada, Missouri; Emma B., 
born in 1854, died in infancy; Emily M., born March 2, 1855, was married in 
1878 to Guy C. Howard, of Armstrong, Illinois; Charles R., born January 30, 
1857, was married in 1884 to Della Hatfield, and with their three children, 
Everett L., Elsie and Lola Marian, .they reside in Pilot township; Alice N., 
born May 2, 1859, is now Mrs. Duncan. By her marriage she became the mother 
of three children, but two died in infancy and the daughter, Lola, passed away 
in 1905, at the age of seventeen years. 

In his political views Mr. Duncan has ever been a republican, never falter- 
ing in his allegiance to the party, for he believes that its principles are most con- 
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ducive to good government. His fraternal relations are with the Odd Fellows 
and the Elks and his religious faith is indicated in his membership in the Meth- 
odist church. He  continued actively in business until 1905, when he retired from 
merchandising. He  is still financially interested in the American Bank 8r Trust 
Company and in farming properties, but otherwise has no business cares. His 
rest is well merited and his success is the visible evidence of his diligence and 
well directed energy in former years. 

ISAAC ROWAND. 

For  thirty years Isaac Rowand has occupied his present home situated in the 
midst of an excellent form in Side11 township. H e  was born in Clark county, 
Ohio, January 12, 1855, and is a son of Edward and Margaret (Smith) Rowand, 
the former a native of Virginia and the latter of Ireland, whence she came to  
this country in her childhood days, being one of six children who made the 
voyage and settled in Clark county, Ohio, where she afterward gave her hand 
in marriage to Edward Rowand, becoming his second wife. When a young 
man he had removed from the Old Dominion to Clark county and had there 
married. There were six children born of his first marriage and following the 
death of the mother Mr. Rowand wedded Margaret Smith. They, too, had six 
children. 

Removing to Illinois a t  an early period in the'development of the state, Ed- 
ward Rowand first settled near Paris in Edgar county but afterward returned 
to Ohio. Once more he came to Illinois and again returned to Ohio, his death 
occurring in the latter state about 1862. I t  was in 1855 that he purchased the 
farm upon which his son Isaac now resides, becoming the owner at  that time of 
between thirteen and fourteen hundred acres of land. H e  was also an exten- 
sive dealer in cattle which he drove from Illinois to the Ohio markets. He  also 
drove mules to the St. Louis market and as a stock-dealer won substantial suc- 
cess. His investments in property made him the owner of twenty-three hun- 
dred acres of land in Vermilion and Edgar counties at the time of his demise 
and he  had given to the children of his first marriage about one thousand acres 
of land in Ohio. Something of the splendid success which he attained may be 
understood from the fact that when he arrived in Ohio as a young man his 
possessions consisted of a horse, saddle and bridle and fifty dollars in money. 
In business matters his jud,pent was particularly sound. He  was seldom if 
ever a t  fault in his opinions concerning the value of a business situation or propo- 
sition and he so directed his energies and placed his investments that his labors 
were crowned with splendid financial returns. His second wife died in 1904. 

Isaac Rowand spent his youthful days in his parents' home and in the common 
'schools acquired his education. Through the vacation periods he assisted in 
the work of the home farm, where he remained up to the time of his marriage 
in 1879. H e  then located on a portion of the home farm which had come to 
him through inheritance and two years later he erected his present residence, 
which he has occupied for the past thirty years. Laudable ambition has prompted 
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him to extend his holdings and he is now the owner of seven hundred acres of 
very valuable land in Vermilion conuty. His patrimony comprised two hundred 
acres, since which time he has purchased five hundred acres additional and like 
his father he has been very successsful in all of his business interests. His 
holdings include eighty acres adjoining Sidel1, four hundred acres in the home 
place, three hundred acres just across the road from his home, eighty acres 
three miles south, and in connection with his wife he owns forty acres in Car- 
roll township. 

In 1879 Mr. Rowand was united in marriage to Miss Ida J. Patterson of 
Carroll township and unto them have been born six children; Kile E., a resi- 
dent of Jamaica township; Minnie J., deceased; Isaac Wilbur, living in Side11 
township; Anna M., Mary Corrinne and Elmo, all at  home. 

The parents are members of the Presbyterian church and are highly es- 
teemed in the community where they have long resided, their many good quali- 
ties of heart and mind gaining them the warm regard and friendship of those 
who know them. Mr. Rowand is a democrat in his political views, has served 
as road commissioner and is a member of the school board. His generous and 
helpful cooperation are given to many projects for the upbuilding and improve- 
ment of the community and thus he ranks among the valued and progressive 
citizens as well as the enterprising and prosperous farmers. 

CHARLES LA GRANGE. 

Charles La Grange, who was a soldier of the Civil war and has followed prin- 
cipally the carpenter's trade, was born in New York state, January 10, 1846. 
H e  is a son of John and Eliza (Elster) La Grange, also natives of New York. 
Several generations of the family have lived in this country, the great-grand- 
father of our subject coming from France about the year 1685 and locating in 
New Jersey, from which state members of the family have gone forth to various 
parts of the Union. To John and Eliza La Grange eight children were born: 
Casper, who enlisted in Company G, Tenth New York Cavalry, and was last 
heard from at Bell Isle, Virginia ; Cornelia, who died in Iowa ; Mary, the wife 
of G. R. Eldridge, of New York state; Byron, of Kansas City, Kansas ; Moses, 
who served in the Civil war as a member of the Fiftieth New York Engineers 
and is now living in New York state; Eliza, now Mrs. Charles Hurt, of Bing- 
hamton, New york; Charles, our subject; and Emma, deceased. 

Charles La Grange grew up upon his father's farm, which the head of the 
family had developed from its wild state, and was educated in,the common schools. 
As he was passing from byhood the Civil war absorbed the interest of the en- 
tire country and no sooner had he arrived at an eligible age than he offered h i m  
self for service and was accepted January I, 1864. After having served in the 
construction department of the engineering corps he was enrolled in Company I, 
Fiftieth New York Engineers, in which company he continued until the close of 
the war, serving on detail at  the rendezvous in Elmira, New York, under Gen- 
eral B. F. Tracy. On receiving his honorable discharge he returned to his old 
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home and after a short visit went west to Humboldt county, Iowa, where he pur- 
chased a -hundred acre farm, upon which he lived for two years. Selling 
his farm, he again visited his early home and then spent one year in Fountain 
county, Indiana. Not entirely satisfied with his location, he came to Vermilion 
county, Illinois, in the latter part of 1868, where he has since engaged princi- 
pally in carpenter work, although for five years he was in railway service, first 
as agent for a road and later as passenger conductor on the Cleveland & Mari- 
etta Railroad. However, for twenty-eight years past he has made his head- 
quarters at Potomac, where he owns a fine residence and one acre of ground. 
He is also the owner of five acres of land in the city of Danville. 

In  1867 Mr. La Grange was united in marriage to Miss Carrie Layton, of 
New York state, and by this union one son, Frank, was born, but is now de- 
ceased. Having lost his wife in 1875, Mr. La Grange was married, in 1876, to 
Miss M. A. Copeland, of Vermilion county, a daughter of David and Nary 
(Ford) Copeland, the former a native of Ohio and the latter of this county. 
Mr. Copeland came to Vermilion county in 1840 and entered land here and built 
a log cabin, where he lived for several years. Both he and his wife are now 
deceased. They were the parents of eight children, five of whom are still living. 
Mrs. La Grange is an active member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. La Grange early in his career taught school for several years and has 
always been an intelligent reader of good literature and a close observer. He 
is affiliated with the republican party and has served with general acceptance in 
several township offices. For many years he has been a member of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, Lodge No. 111, of Potomac, and has filled all 
of the chairs in the same. H e  is also a member of Stedman Post, G. -4. R., and 
possesses the confidence of his comrades in a high degree, as is shown by the 
fact that for fourteen years he has been commander of the post. 'As a result 
of many years of patient labor and close application Mr. La Grange now is able 
to live without the necessity of daily toil and to enjoy the well earned fruits of 
earlier effort. H e  has always been a man of exemplary habits and strict in- 
tegrity and in the course of a long life has performed his part in advancing the 
true welfare of the community. 

JOSEPH W. MEITZLER. 

Joseph W. Meitzler, who since 1900 has been successfully engaged in busi- 
ness as a cigar dealer of Danville, was born in Covington, Indiana, on the 16th 
of April, 1874, his parents being G. W. and Johanna M. (Mahon) Meitzler. 
The father passed away in 1880. Our subject obtained his early education in 
the public schools of his native town and afterward continued his studies in 
Danville, having come to this city with his mother in 1888. After putting aside 
his text-books he secured employment with the ,Illinois Printing Company and 
remained with that concern until he entered the postoffice as route clerk, serving 
in that capacity for seven years. I n  1900 he embarked in business on his own 
account as a retail cigar dealer of Danville and in this connection has since built 
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up a large and profitable trade. He likewise acts as president of the Wood 
Fibre & Already Box Company and is widely recognized as a substantial and 
representative citizen. 

On the 25th of February, 1906, Mr. Meitzler was united in marriage to Miss 
Blanche Ashley, whose birth occurred in Homer, Illinois. They have one son, 
Joe, whose natal day was February 28, 1907. Mr. Meitzler holds membership 
relations with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of 
Columbus and also belongs to the Industrial Club, of which he is the president. 
A man of unfailing courtesy and unfeigned cordiality, he is popular with a large 
circle of friends and enjoys the regard and esteem of all with whom he comes 
in contact. 

EDWARD CONNELL ABDILL. 

Among the men who, while active factors in the world's work, left their im- 
press upon the history of Danville, their labors proving a potential force for 
good in the upbuilding and development of the city, Edward Connell Abdill 
was numbered. His life record had its beginning in Perrysville, Indiana, May 
14, 1840, his parents being Irad and Rebecca Ann (Watson) Abdill. The 
former was born in Cadiz, Ohio, in 1811, and the latter's birth occurred in 
Maryland in 1812. The father devoted his life to the conduct of a hardware 
business, being proprietor of a store for a number of years in Perrysville. 

Edward Connell Abdill was one of a family of four sons to reach maturity. 
H e  spent his youthful days in his nztive city and largely acquired his educa- 
tion in the public schools there, although for a brief period he was a student 
in Wabash College in Crawfordsville, Indiana. He celebrated the attainment 
of his majority only a short time prior to his enlistment for service in the Civil 
war. In August, 1861, his patriotic spirit being aroused by the continued at- 
tempt of the south to overthrow the Union, he joined Company B, Eleventh In- 
diana Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Lew Wallace (afterward General) then com- 
manding the regiment. He participated in a number of hotly contested battles, 
including two which resulted in the capture of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson- 
He was afterward detailed for special mail service, having charge of the mails 
and dispatches at General Grant's headquarters. This service he rendered so  
efficiently that in December, 1863, after the fall of Vicksburg, he was promoted 
to the rank of first lieutenant and adjutant of the One Hundred and Twentieth 
Indiana Infantry, and was designated by General Grant to bear to the north the 
official dispatches announcing the great victory. He was afterward made assistant 
adjutant general of the First Brigade, First Division, Twenty-third Army Corps. 
He took part ir  the battle of Vicksburg, was in the Atlanta campaign and in 
August, 1864, was honorably discharged because of physical disability. His 
record as a soldier was a most creditable one. He never faltered in the per- 
formance of any duty although he was often in most hazardous positions and 
his bravery and loyalty no one questioned. 
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Mr. Abdill became a resident of Illinois following the close of the war in 
1865 and opened a hardware store in Fairmount, where he carried on business 
for three years. Seeking a broader field of labor, he removed to Danville in 
1868 and entered into partnership with his older brother under the firm name 
of Abdill Brothers, dealers in hardware. He continued in business to the 
time of his death and was numbered among the leading merchants of the city. 
Careful analyzation of the methods he followed displayed not a single esoteric 
phase. He  was straightforward and honorable in all that he did and saw success 
in the legitimate lines of trade, gaining his patronage by reason of his progress- 
ive methods and his unquestioned business integrity. 

While the Civil war was in progress Mr. Abdill was married on the 13th 
of August, 1863, to Miss Anna Peters, a daughter of Joseph Peters, one of 
Danville's oldest pioneer residents, who came to the city in 1833. A contem- 
porary biographer in writing of him said: "He made his way here an entire 
stranger. He  had no capital and was without influential friends or acquaint- 
ances at  this place and from an obscure position he rose to one of eminence, 
leaving the ranks of the many to stand among the successful few. Soon after 
his arrival he took up the study of law and in order to support himself while 
pursuing his law studies he engaged in driving a team and followed other oc- 
cupations that would yield him an honest living. During this time he devoted 
all his leisure to the mastery of jurisprudence and eventually was admitted to 
the bar. He then entered upon the practice of his profession and soon gave 
proof of his marked ability as a lawyer. H e  was strong in argument, logical 
in his deductions and prosecuted his cases with great clearness. His devotion 
to his clients' interests was proverbial, and he prepared his cases with great 
clearness. At an early age, such was his marked ability in his profession, he 
was elected county judge of Vermilion county and served two terms. Other 
public honors were conferred upon him, including election to the office of state 
senator, and he left the impress of his individuality upon the legislation en- 
acted during his membership in the upper house. While serving in the senate 
he contracted a cold which greatly undermined his health. He  went to Den- 
ver, Colorado, hoping that he would be benefited by the change but it was of no 
avail and he died at the comparatively early age of forty-seven years. In  his 
political affiliations he was a republican. He studied closely the questions and 
issues of the day and had a statesman's grasp of public affairs." During his 
association in Vermilion county he was known as the wit of the 1-ermilion 
county bar, He was serving as state senator from his district at the time of his 
death, which occurred on the 4th of July, 1866, when he was forty-seven years 
of age. He  was a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church. con- 
tributing most generously to  its support, and did all in his power to promote the 
growth and extend the influence of Christianity. He  married Henrietta Blakely, 
a native of Kentucky, who died at Danville at the age of fifty-six years. Their 
family numbered four children including Mrs. Abdill who by her marriage be- 
came the mother of four children: Charles P., who married Flora Foster of 
Covington, Indiana, and is now in business in Chicago; Bertha Mr., who married 
Ernest English, now a resident of Memphis, Tennessee; Harry B., of Chicago; 
and Kate, who married Philip B. Voorhees, of Danville. . 
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In early days before the Civil war Mr. Abdill was a supporter of the demo- 
cratic party but when the republican party became the avowed advocate of the 
Union cause he joined its ranks and was ever afterward one of its stalwart 
champions. H e  was a most public-spirited man, and any movement tending to 
benefit the community received his endorsement and many times his substantial 
support. H e  was one of the founders of the Lake View Hospital and his efforts 
were an element in its substantial development. H e  was likewise one of the 
organizers of the Kimber Methodist Episcopal church and served as chainnan 
of the building committee at the time of the erection of the present house of 
worship. Purchasing property, he rebuilt a residence thereon transforming 
it into a modern home, which he occupied for thirty-five years. He  was officially 
connected with the Spring Hill Cemetery Association as its secretary and treas- 
urer, and he belonged to  the Loyal Legion and was largely interested in locat- 
ing the soldiers monument at  Danville. His support of any movement was al- 
ways sure to secure for it other followers for he was a man of influence in 
the community. I t  was recognized that his judgment was unusually sound and 
it was well known that no movement that was in any way detrimental to the 
best interests of the community would receive his endorsement. Any good work 
done in the name of charity o r  religion was sure to find him a cooperant factor. 
Kindness and geniality were among his strongly developed characteristics, and 
his life was a proof of the Emersonian philosophy, "The way to win a friend 
is to  be one." I t  has been said, "Not the g d  that comes to us but the good 
that comes to the world through us is the measure of our success," and judging 
in this way the life record of Edward Connell Abdill, who passed away in Dan- 
ville, February 20, ~ g o r ,  was a most successful one. 

HERBERT C. CRAFT 

Herbert C. Craft, who stands for progress in all things and has become 
widely known as a merchandise broker of Danville, was born in this city on the 
28th of October. 1882, his parents being William H.  and Jennie (Westman) 
Craft. The mother is a native of Boston, hlassachusetts, but the birth of the 
father occurred in Vallonia. Indiana. of which city our subject's paternal grand- 
father is now a resident. He is of German parentage and, although ninety-one 
years of age, still enjoys good health. It  was about 1873 that William H. Craft 
came to Illinois and settled in Danvilie. where he was first engaged in the hide 
and fur business for several years. He then accepted a position as commercial 
traveler for H. Elkan & Company, importers of hides in Chicago, remaining 
with that concern for a period of thirty years. He has always been prominently 
identified with public affairs and for one year, under President Harrison's ad- 
ministration, served as enrolling clerk in the house of representatives, and for 
another year was appraiser of hides in the New York custom house. H e  is 
now, however, practically living retired, enjoying a well earned rest. 

Herbert C. Craft received a good education in the public and high' schools of 
Danville and after leaving school, a t  the age of nineteen years, entered the hide 
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business with the firm for whom his father also worked. H e  subsequently be- 
came a traveling representative for that firm and continued to hold that position 
for about four years. In June, 1908, he returned to Danville and has since 
engaged in the merchandise brokerage business, with offices at 31% Xorth Ver- 
d i o n  street. During his connection with this enterprise he has built up an 
excellent trade and the success he has achieved is due to his own efforts. 

Mr. Craft was married in Chicago, Illinois, December 5,  1908, to Miss Dor- 
othy Marble, a daughter of W. 0. Marble, who has long been a resident of that 
city and is now living retired. In his political views hlr. Craft is an unfaltering 
republican, but, while he keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the 
day, he does not seek office, preferring to concentrate his energies upon his 
constantly increasing business cares, which are of a most onerous and important 
nature. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist 
church and he is also identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the One Hundred Thousand Club. He has an extensive circle of 
friends throughout the county in which he has resided during the greater part 
of his life, and he is worthy of the confidence and trust which are uniformly 
given him. 

ALBERT SANDERS. 

Albert Sanders, a respected citizen and representative agriculturist of Love 
township, was born and still resides on a farm of two hundred and forty acres 
on section 10, which has been in possession of the family for more than six 
decades. His natal day was June 26, 1864, his parents being George F. and 
Nancy J. (Shirse) Sanders. The father's birth occurred in Virginia, while the 
mother was a native of Vermilion county, Illinois. The paternal grandparents 
came to this county in 1841 and thirteen years later purchased the farm which 
is now in possession of our subject, continuing to reside thereon throughout 
the remainder of their lives. The maternal grandparents of Albert Sanders 
came to Vermilion county from Ohio at an early day, entered a tract of land 
and made their home here until called to their final rest. Their children were 
six in number. 

George F. Sanders, the father of Mr. Sanders of this review, was but a 
little lad of five years when brought to this county by his parents. He never left 
the old homestead farm and eventually bought the property, owning two hun- 
dred and forty acres at the time of his demise. His political allegiance was 
given to the republican party and he took an active and helpful interest in all 
matters pertaining to the general welfare. For nine years he capably served 
his fellow townsmen in the position of commissioner. When he passed away 
on the 13th of May, 1 p 5 ,  the community mourned the loss of one of its best 
known and most highly esteemed citizens. The death of his wife, which oc- 
curred on the 19th of April, 1909, was likewise the occasion of deep and wide- 
spread regret. 
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Albert Sanders pursued his education in the common schools and when not 
busy with his text-books assisted in the operation of the home farm, thus early 
gaining practical knowledge of the best methods of tilling the soil and caring 

' for the crops. On attaining his majority he took charge of the place and has 
been busily engaged in its operation continuously since. He now owns the prop- 
erty, which comprises two hundred and forty acres of rich and productive land 
on section 10, Love township. In connection with the tilling of the soil he 
makes a specialty of handling and feeding stock and has shipped and fed more 
than twelve hundred head of cattle which he purchased in Kansas City and 
Chicago in seven years. His undertakings have been attended with a gratifying 
measure of success and he has long been numbered among the substantial and 
enterprising citizens of his native county. 

Mr. Sanders has been married twice. On the 6th of October, 1887, he 
wedded Miss Dora Pribble, a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gabriel Pribble, both of whom are deceased. She was one of a family 
of five children and by her marriage became the mother of four children, namely: 
Albert, a resident of Rossville, who acts as assistant state veterinarian; and 
Roy W., James R and Minnie May, all at home. The oldest son, Albert, grad- 
uated from a Chicago veterinary college prior to his twenty-first year and now 
enjoys a fine practice. Mrs. Dora Sanders passed away on the 27th of February, 
1905, and was laid to rest in the Georgetown cemetery. On the 26th of January, 
1910, Mr. Sanders was again married, his second union being with Miss Jessie 
McDowell, a native of this county and a daughter of William and Sarah (Rarn- 
sey) McDowell. Her father, who is likewise a native of Vermilion county, 
still resides here, while her mother, whose birth occurred in Ohio, was called 
to her final! rest on the 19th of September, 1903. She was one of a family of 
eight children. 

In politics Mr. Sanders is a republican and for seven years he held the office 
of commissioner. Fraternally he is identified with the Masonic order, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Georgetown, 
having filled all of the chairs in the latter organization. In the county where 
they have spent their entire lives both Mr. and Mrs. Sanders are widely and 
favorably known. 

H. F. CUNNINGHAM. 

H. F. Cunningham is a retired farmer now living in Rossville, his former 
activity and well directed industry having brought to him the success which 
now enables him to rest from further labors with capital sufficient not only to 
supply the necessities of life but also many of its comforts. He was born in 
Newel1 township, this county, on the 30th of July, 1851, and is a son of John and 
Elizabeth (French) Cunninghm, both of whom have now passed away. The 
father came from Kentucky to Vermilion county in pioneer times, being one of 
the first settlers in Newel1 township. He was the son of William Cunningham, 
who entered the land from the government. Not a furrow had been turned nor 
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an improvement made upon their property at that time and with characteristic 
energy William Cunningham began the development of a farm, in this work 
being assisted by his son John as the years passed by. The latter continued in 
active connection with general agricultural pursuits here until his death, which 
occllrred September 25, 1865. 

Reared on the old homestead farm, H. F. Cunningham attended the country 
school through the winter months, while the summer seasons were devoted to 
the tasks of plowing, planting and harvesting. He lost his father when but a 
boy and in his youthful days the work of the farm largely devolved upon him. 
The estate comprised five hundred acres of land, a part of which would have 
gone to H. F. Cunningham as his inheritance but he sold his interest therein 
and made investments elsewhere. He is today the owner of two hundred acres 
of valuable land in Ross township, situated about a mile west of the village of 
Rossville, where he lived until April 4, 1908, when he bought property and 
moved to Rossville. For some time he resided on a farm of one hundred acres 
east of the town. To his sound judgment and to his careful management of 
his agricultural interests he owes his success. He followed modern methods of 
farming, utilizing the latest improved machinery to facilitate the work of the 
fields and kept the soil in good condition through the rotation of crops. His 
labors have been attended with a measure of success that is most gratifying 
and well merited and at present he has leisure to enjoy those pleasures and pur- 
suits which are a matter of interest to him. 

In 1877 Mr. Cunningham was united in marriage to Miss Josephine Camp 
bell and unto them have been born four children: Vera, who is now the wife 
of D. H. Smith and has one daughter, Garnette Marie; Grace, who married 
Dr. E. M. Bush and has one child, Marshall Dale; Perry and William, who still 
reside at home. The parents are members of the Christian church and their 
good qualities of heart and mind have endeared them to many friends and 
gained for them the kindly regard of all with whom they have been associated. 

ELMER J. FRAYSER. 

Elmer J. Frayser, who is now most capably filling the position of city super- 
intendent of buildings, has for many years been identified with the development 
and upbuilding of Danville in the construction of many of its leading business 
houses and residences. He was born in Davis county, Kentucky, September 15, 
1872, and is a son of Richard and Katherine (Baker) Frayser, both of whom 
were of Scotch-Irish descent. The latter, who was born and reared in Ken- 
tucky, is now a resident of Evansville, Indiana, but the father, who was also a 
native of that state and a farmer by occupation, passed away in 1875. 

In the district schools of Vanderhurg county, Indiana, Elmer 1. Frayser be- 
gan his education and later attended the public schools of Owensboro, Ken- 
tucky, for three years. On laying aside his text-hooks, he began learning the 
bricklayer's trade and on completing his apprenticeship continued to work as 
a journeyman bricklayer, serving as foreman for a period of nineteen years. 
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In -4pri1, I*, he went to San Francisco and aided in the erection of many of 
the principal buildings in that reconstructed city following the earthquake. On 
the 8th of June, however, he returned to Danville and resumed work at  his 
trade. Here he has been identified with the construction of a great many of the 
most prominent buildings of the city and in June, 1909, received the appoint- 
ment of city superintendent of buildings, which p i t i o n  he is now most capably 
and satisfactorily filling. 

Mr. Frayser was married in Danville on the 16th of October, 1902, to Miss 
Mary A!. Comrie whose parents were natives of Scotland but became residents 
of IhnvilIe about a quarter of a century ago. Here the father died in I-, 

but the mother is still living. 
By his ballot Mr. Frayser supports the men and measures of the democratic 

party and has been an active worker in the interests of his party. Fraternally 
he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Modern Wood- 
men of America, and is also a member of the Bricklayers Union. His religious 
faith is indicated by his membership in the Presbyterian church. Industry, 
honesty and perseverance have been the characteristics which have been instru- 
mental in gaining for him success and his fellow citizens, recognizing his worth 
and ability, hold him in high esteem. 

Mrs. Frayser possesses considerable poetic ability and has written a large 
number of poems, some of which have been published in papers all over the 
union. One of the best of these is entitled "Progress of a Year," a poem written 
on the destruction and reconstruction of San Francisco. 

JAMES FRANCIS CLEM. 

Among the progressive and upto-date business men of Danville is num- 
bered James Francis Clem, who is a native of Vermilion county, his birth oc- 
curring in Elount township on the 25th of June, 1875. His ancestors on the 
paternal side were of German origin, while on the maternal side they were of 
Irish and English origin, but they came to this country at a very early date in 
its development. His paternal great-great-grandparents were from Virginia 
and from that state removed to Kentucky with Daniel Boone. There in the 
wild, unbroken forest they n-ict.de for themselves a home and the great-great- 
grandmother of our subject molded the bullets which her husband used in de- 
fence of the family from the Indians. Later the family removed to  Indiana and 
subsequently its representatives came to Illinois. Our subject's father, Francis 
Marion Clem, was born in Warren county, Indiana, and at an early day came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, with his grandfather. On reaching manhood he com- 
menced farming and continued to follow that pursuit throughout his active 
business life, but is now living retired in Danville. At State Line, Indiana, he 
married Miss Rebecca McGee, a native of Missouri, whose father was a physi- 
cian. 

During the boyhood of James F. Clem, the family resided in Vermilion 
county, Indiana, where they made their home for twenty years, returning to 
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Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1909. It was in Perrysville of the former state that 
he obtained his education, attending the public schools until - he attained his 
majority, being a student in the high school for one year. On the completion 
of his education he took charge of his father's farm, which he successfully 
operated for some years and then leased the farm of his uncle, Jacob Clem, 
which he conducted for a period of three years. At the end of that time, in the 
fall of 1901, he removed to Danville and has since been engaged in the storage 
and transfer business at Nos. 101-103, South Vermilion street. He began busi- 
ness in a very small way but has steadily prospered and is today at the head of 
the leading firm of the kind in this city. Besides his property in Danville he is 
now the owner of some good farm land in this county, and is today numbered 
among the prosperous citizens of the locality. 

Mr. Clem was married in Columbus, Wisconsin, June 6, 1907, the lady of his 
choice being Miss Laura Keefer, a daughter of Charles Keefer, who for the 
past two years has been a req~t-ient of Danville. Mrs. Clem, however, was born 
near Columbus in Dodge county, Wisconsin, and by her marriage has become 
the mother of one child, Dora Viola, whose birth occurred in Danville, August 
31, 1909. 

Mr. Clem is an earnest and consistent ' m b e r  of the Christian church and 
being a strong temperance man, is a stalwart advocate of the principles of the 
prohlibition party of which he is a stanch supporter, but has never been a poli- 
tician in the sense of office seeking. H e  is a man of strong character and ster- 
ling worth and well merits the high regard in which he is uniformly held. 

JEHU R. COLYER, M. D. 

Dr. Jehu R Colyer, long well known in this section of the state as a capable 
member of the medical profession from which he was forced to retire on ac- 
count of ill health, is now s~~ccessfully engaged in banking in Catlin, being 
cashier of a bank which he organized. His work in this connection is proving 
of worth to the community as well as a source of profit to himself, and the bank 
has become recognized as one of the strong financial institutions of the com- 
munity, furthering the interests of the commrcial world by carrying on bank- 
ing in all of its varied and legitimate departments. 

A farm near Somerset, Kentucky, was the birthplace of Jehu R. Colyer, and 
his natal day was November 19, 1856. His parents were St. Clair and Eliza- 
beth (Morgan) Colyer, both of whom were natives of Virginia, and removed 
from the Old Dominion to Pulaski county, Kentucky, with their respective par- 
ents in childhood days. The former was a grandson of Arthur St. Clair, who 
served as a colonel in the Revolutionary war. When the Civil war was inau- 
gurated both the Colyer and Morgan families were slaveholders and their sym- 
pathies were' with the Confederacy, seven of the uncles of J. R. Colyer joining 
the southern army. At the close of the war all returned uninjured save Colonel 
Wesley Colyer, who was severely wounded in the breast by a gun shot but 
recovered. Notwithstanding the fact that he was born and reared in the south, 
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St. Clair Colyer was strongly opposed to secession of the southern states, never 
accepting their theory that they had a right to disrupt the Union. The grand- 
parents of J. R. Coiyer on both the paternal and maternal sides were devout 
Christian people and church leaders, and most of their children became faithful 
members of the church. The paternal grandfather had a family of nineteen 
children, all of whom; reached advanced age, save one, who died of smallpox at  
the age of twenty-five years. St. Clair Colyer reached the very venerable age 
of eighty-five years and his widow is still living at the age of seventy-seven. 
Not only did he engage in farming a s  a life work but also was well known as a 
coal merchant, shipping coal on the Cumberland river from the Cumberland 
coal mines in Kentucky, to Nashville, Tennessee, and to Cairo, Illinois. His 
family numbered ten children, seven sons and three daughters, and all are yet 
living. Nine of the number during their earlier life were schoolteachers; three 
are now regular graduated physicians of the allopathic school; two are lawyers 
and two ministers of the Methodist church, while a brother-in-law is also a 
physician. It will thus be seen that the family are given to professional ac- 
tivities and in their chosen fields they have made excellent records. 

Dr. Colyer of this review pursued his education in the public and private 
schools of Somerset, Kentucky, and at the age of seventeen began teaching, 
which profession he followed through the succeeding decade. During the next 
three years he studied medicine in Cincinnati, Ohio, and was graduated from 
the Ohio Medical College in the class of 127%. His boyhood days were un- 
eventful and without exciting incident, save one never to be forgotten experi- 
ence. At the age of eighteen years he was on a large open coal barge on the 
Cumberland river, loaded with about seven hundred tons of coal, bound for 
Nashville, Tennessee. The heavy tide water made the Cumberland river shoals, 
which were seven miles long, very rough and the billows rolled high. So great 
were these breakers that the boat, although built very strong, went to pieces and 
sank, leaving the pilot and sixteen men of the crew to fight for their lives in 
the surging waters. Their only hope of escape was clinging to the oars, which 
were about sixty feet long and two feet in diameter at the broadest parts. For- 
tunately all rode through on the four oars and were rescued at the foot of the 
shoals by hitmen. Dr. Colyer came on shore bareheaded, barefooted and coat- 
less and had to walk home barefooted-a distance of seven miles. The experi- 
ence was a very memorable one and the horror of it seems yet upon Dr. Colyer 
as his memory brings vividly before him that scene with all of its hardships 
and terrors. 

Following his graduation from medical college Dr. Colyer returned to his 
home in Somerset, Kentucky, where he practiced medicine until his removal 
to Douglas county, Illinois. There he continued successfully in practice until 
the fall of 1898, when his health failed, due to hard work and exposure, which 
brought on rheumatism and chranic neuritis. He  spent a year in rest and 
recuperation and then turned his attention to banking in Douglas county, Illi- 
nois, having previously had some experience in that line in earlier life. In 1904 
he sold his interest in three banks in Douglas and Piatt counties, after which he 
organized a banking company and established the Catlin bank ,of which he is 
now cashier. In 1907 he also organized the Bank of Oakwood, Illinois, of 
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which he is a director and in addition to his banking interests he is the owner 
of three hundred and eighty acres of land and a home in Catlin. 

On the 19th of December, 1898, Dr. Colyer was married to Miss Sallie 
Newell, the only daughter of Henry Clay and Florence V. Newell, of Somerset, 
Kentucky. Her parents are both living at the ages of seventy-eight and seventy- 
five years respectively. Mrs. Colyer was born October 17, 1870, and by her 
marriage has become the mother of one child, Florence E. 

Dr. Colyer is an exemplary member of the Masonic fraternity in his loyalty 
to its teachings and principles. At the age of fourteen years he became a mem- 
ber of the hlethodist church and has since been one of its devoted followers- 
In his profession he had many opportunities to exemplify the teachings of 
Masonry and of the Christian faith and again and again responded to a pro- 
fessional call when he knew that no remuneration would reward his labors. 
His life in all of its phases has corntrnanded the respect and confidence of his 
fellowmen and he now ranks high among the prominent and valued citizens of 
Catlin and Vermilion county. 

JOHN S. MARSH. 

Among the young men who are leaving their impress upon the business 
development and material progress of Danville is numbered John S. Marsh, 
who is now successfully engaged in the life insurance business. He was born 
in Chicago, April 10, 1875, his parents being Edwin D. and Jennie F. (Ingham) 
Marsh, who removed with their family to Danville in 1881. Here the father 
died in 1901. H e  was engaged in the fire insurance business and was a man 
highly respected and esteemed by all who knew him. The early home of the 
mother was in Middletown, Connecticut, but during her girlhood she came to  
Danville, in 1861, and taught music in the Old Red Seminary on Main street. 

Being brought to Danville in childhood, John S. Marsh attended the public 
and high schools of this city and after acquiring a good practical education ac- 
cepted the position of bookkeeper with the Danville Electric Light & Gas Com- 
pany, with which he remained for about a year. H e  was next in the employ 
of the Second National Bank as bookkeeper for six years, after which he was 
made district agent of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Three years later he was made general agent for this 
section of the state with headquarters in Danville and still continues to fill that 
position to the entire satisfaction of all concerned. A wide-awake, energetic 
and progressive business man, he has met with remarkable success and during 
the year I~OCJ did the largest personal business for the company of any agent in 
the state of Illinois. As he has prospered in business, he has become financially 
interested in various mercantile and manufacturing enterprises in Danville and 
is today regarded as one of its leading business men. 

Mr. Marsh was married in Danville in 1900 to Miss May Kiningham, a 
daughter of Columbus N. Kiningham, an old resident of Danville. They have 
become the parents of three children, namely : Eugene W., born May 16, 1901 ; 
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John S., Jr., born January 2, 1908; Douglas N., born April g, 1910. By his 
ballot Mr. Marsh usually supports the men and measures of the republican 
party, but at local elections generally votes for the candidate whom he believes 
best qualified to fill the office, regardless of party. 

He is a member of the First Presbyterian church and his many good quali- 
ties have gained for him the respect and confidence of those with whom he has 
been associated either in business or social circles. In business he has won 
success along lines which bear close investigation and scrutiny, for never has he 
sacrificed the interests of others to further his own prosperity. 

C. C. WHITE. 

C. C. White, an alert, active and wide-awake buisness man of Henning, vmras 
born in Richland county, Ohio, April 30, 1850. His parents, John and Elizabeth 
White, were also natives of the Buckeye state, but both have now passed away. 
The mother died in 1853, aged twenty-nine years, and was laid to rest in a ceme- 
tery in Perrysville, Ohio, while the father, who died at the advanced age of 
seventy-six years, was buried at Bolivar, Missouri. He had nine children, two 
by his first wife and seven by his second wife. for following the death of Mrs. 
Elizabeth White he wedded Isabelle Crawford. 

C. C. White, whose name introduces this review, was a pupil in the public 
schools of Perrysville, Ohio, in the days of his boyhood and learned lessons that 
have been of value to him in his later years, for he early became impressed with 
the fact that industry and perseverance are indispensable elements to success in 
business. He also served a three years' apprenticeship to the mason's trade a t  
that place. In 1869 he came to Illinois, intending to work at his trade, and for 
a time attended the Gem City Business College at Quincy. I t  was in 1894 that 
he became a resident of Vermilion county and for sixteen years has been a rep- 
resentative of the grain trade at Henning. This is a rich agricultural district and 
extensive farms produce splendid crops, so that there is ample opportunity for 
a grain merchant to make his purchases preparatory to shipping to the city mar- 
kets. In business circles Mr. White has established a reputation for keen dis- 
cernment anci sagacity and at all times is thoroughly reliable. his success never 
being won at the sacrifice of another's interests. At present he is engaged in 
the real-estate and insurance business in Henning. 

In 1870 Mr. White was married in Champaign county, Illinois, to Miss Lucy 
H. Welles, a daughter of Joseph H. and Sarah A. (Jones) Welles, the former a 
native of Connecticut and the latter of Maine. Her mother was a cousin of 
Gideon E. Welles, secretary of war under President Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs. 
White have become the parents of nine children, five sons and four daughters. 
Dora, the eldest, is now the wife of S. N .  Paulson, of Rossville, and they have 
f o ~ l r  daughters and one son. J. W. White, who married Rosie Stickrod, is now 
cashier of a bank at Henning. Olive is the wife of Frank J. Dodson, principal 
of the public schools a t  Ogden, Champaign county. Mark T. White was in- 
jured in a grain elevator at  Henning managed by his father and died in Febru- 
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satisfaction of all concerned. He received the office by appointment, his fellow 
citizens soon recognizing his capability, and he has since been retained in that 
position. He is very conscientious and prompt in the discharge of all of his 
duties, working for the welfare of the community. In manner he is pleasant 
and genial, of an agreeable temperament, and makes many friends. H e  is a 
great lover of outdoor sports, being particularly interested in baseball and is an 
ardent rooter for the success of the home league. 

JOHN W. JOHNSTON. 

John W. Johnston, a leading farmer of O a k w d  township, Vermilion 
county, was born in that township, January 23, 1856, a son of David and Mary 
A. E. (Brittingham) Johnston. The father was born in Kentucky, February 
6, 1826, and the mother in Oakwood township, Kovember 8, 1833. They were 
married in that township, h'ovember 11, 1852, and began housekeeping at once 
on a rented farm, where they continued fbr five years. Mr. Johnston was an 
industrious arid intelligent farmer and soon accumulated capital with which he 
purchased land in Oakwood township, which was partly improved and upon 
which he and his wife took up their residence in 1857. There they continued 
for many years and at the time of his retirement Mr. Johnston was the owner 
of a beautiful farm of two hundred and eighteen acres. H e  and his wife con- 
tinued upon the place after giving up active duties, the former being called away 
June 13, 1905. Mrs. Johnston survived her companion for five years and de- 
parted this life April 11, 1910, her remains being placed beside those of her 
husband in Pleasant Grove cemetery, one and three-fourths miles north of Oak- 
wood. Both were active members of the Methodist Episcopal church and sin- 
cere believers in the gospel promulgated by the great Teacher. Two children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Johnston. Natilda J., the wife of David M. Young, 
of Danville, Illinois, was b r n  December 20, 1853, and is the mother of one 
child, Mary E., now Mrs. W. E. Van Allen, living on a part of the old home- 
stead. The second child is the subject of this review. 

John W. Johnston was educated in the common schools and grew up under 
the influences of kind parents. He early was made acquainted with all the work 
connected with the farm and continued with his father until the age of forty- 
four years, when he was married and moved on his own farm of two hundred 
and eighteen and one-half acres, which he had previously acquired and to which 
has been added his wife's interest in her family estate and one hundred and eight 
and one-half acres of the old Johnston homestead. The farm now includes five 
hundred and two acres of well improved land, of which all but forty acres ate 
under a high state of cultivation. Mr. Johnston is a thorough and practical 
farmer and in addition to the raising of crops has taken great interest in raising 
and feeding live stock, bringing to this branch of the business an ability which 
would command success anywhere, and today he is known as one of the most 
enterprising and prosperous farmers of his township. He has been identified 
with various other interests and is at the present time a stockholder and director 
of the First National Bank of Oakwood. 
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On December 19, 1900, Mr. Johnston was united in marriage to  Miss Estella 
Oakwood, who was born in Oakwood township, August 24, 1874, and is a 
daughter of Henry J. and Priscilla (Sailor) Oakwood. Her parents were both 
natives of Ohio and were pioneer settlers of this county, Mr. Oakwood oper- 
ating a farm here until his death in 191. Mrs. Oakwood survives her husband 
and is d i n g  her home with one of her children in Oakwood township. She 
is the mother of eight children: William, living on a farm near Oakwood; 
Morgan, deceased; Thomas, also living near Oakwood; Emma, who died at the 
age of  forty-four years and was the wife of Charles C. Smith, of Fithian, Oak- 
wood township; Mattie, who died in 1898, at  the age of thirty-two years, and 
was the wife of T. J. Allison, of Danville, Illinois; Harvey J., a farmer of Oak- 
wood township; Charles, now living on the old homestead; and Estella, the wife 
of our subject. Three children have blessed the union of Rlr. and Mrs. John- 
ston: Mary Oletha, born December 11, 1 9 1 ;  Martha Frances, born July 15, 
1904; and Henry David, born April 19, 1go8. 

Mr. Johnston has devoted his attention principally to his own private affairs 
but has for many years been politicklly allied with the republican party as that 
organization whose principles are most in accordance with those of a popular 
government. While he has not been an active seeker for office, he has held sev- 
eral positions of trust and for thirteen years acted as school trustee of his dis- 
trict and for nine years past has served as township treasurer. He is a valued 
member of Freewill Lodge, No. 782, A. F. & A. M., of Oakwood, and has ac- 
ceptably filled all of the chairs of the blue lodge. H e  and his wife hold mem- 
bership in the Methodist Episcopal church of Oakwood, of which he has served 
for twenty-five years as recording steward, while she has been actively inter- 
ested in various committees engaged in church work. They have always shown 
great interest not only in works relating to the church but in all movements that 
tend to promote the general welfare of their fellowmen. 

J. EDWARD WAMSLEY. 

J. Edward Wamsley is a well known photographer of Danville whose skill 
and ability in his chosen profession are widely recognized. A native of Illinois, 
he was born in Douglas county, on the 12th of July, 1882, his parents being 
W. F. and Julia A. (Campbell) Wamsley. His father is a native of Ohio and 
from that state came to Illinois when a young man and located in Douglas 
county where throughout the years of his active business life he followed farm- 
ing, but is now living retired at Arthur, Illinois. His wife is a native of Doug- 
las county and a representative of a prominent and wealthy pioneer family of 
that region. 

J. Edward Warnsley pursued his education in the public schools of Arthur 
and early evinced a taste for photography, opening a studio there a t  the age of 
thirteen years while yet attending school. Subsequently he studied and. was 
graduated from the Illinois College of Photography in 1901 and two years later 
went to Chicago where he remained until I@. During that period he was a 
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pupil of John T. McCutcheon, the noted cartoonist. This association grew very 
helpful to  him and he gained much valuable experience during his residence in 
Chicago, attaining to a high profession in his art. Corning to  Danville in 1908, 
he purchased an interest in the business of S. A. Watson and opened a fine 
studio which he has since conducted with marked and growing success. Pro- 
gressive and upto-date in his methods, understanding the scientific principles 
of his work and artistic in his tastes, he has been able to attain to a high place 
in his profession and now ranks among the leading photographers of Illinois. 
He  has won several medals on his work, including a gold medal given a t  the 
State Photographers' Convention, open to all the photographers of the state. 

In November, 1 9 7 ,  Mr. Wamsley was married a t  Tuscola to Miss Jessie 
Robertson, a native of Illinois, and they now have a little daughter, Juanita, 
born March 14, 1909. 

Among the successful business men of Humrick, Vermilion county, H. L. 
Brown occupies a responsible position. For eight years past he has been iden- 
tified with the community and today he ranks as one of the substantial factors 
in its growth. He  was born in Highland county, Ohio, August 16, 1876, and is 
a son of Dr. Robert A. and Nancy F. (Hopkins) Brown, both natives of Ohio. 
The father is a son of John and Elizabeth Brown, who were also natives of 
Ohio. His mother is still living at the old home in the Buckeye state and has 
attained the advanced age of eighty-three years. In  her family were four chil- 
dren and three of them are now living. Dr. Brown early showed marked ability 
in his studies. He was attracted to the medical profession and in 1884 was 
graduated from the Medical College of Ohio at Cincinnati, later taking a post- 
graduate course at the Bellevue Hospital in New York city and preparing for a 
work in which he has attained a high standing. Immediately upon the com- 
pletion of his course he began the practice of his profession and in 1891 located 
at Humrick, where he has since remained. By conscientious attention to his 
duties and by keeping thoroughly informed upon all subjects pertaining to the 
art of healing he has made steady progress in this county and is recognized as 
one of the leading physicians in eastern Illinois. 

In 1874 Dr. Brown was united in marriage to hiiss Flora Hopkins and to  
them one child was born, Herbert L., the subject of this review. Mrs. Brown 
departed this life in 1887 and in 1890 the Doctor was married to Miss Nellie F. 
'Arnmerman, a daughter of Peter and '&na M. Arnmerman, of Indiana, the 
former of whom is deceased. Mrs. Brown is one of six children born to her 
parents. She holds membership in the Presbyterian church of Bethel, Illinois, 
and Dr. Brown is a valued member of the Modem Woodmen of America, the 
Court of Honor and the Tribe of Ben Hur. He  is identified with the repub- 
lican party and, while he has not sought official preferment, the duties of his 
profession making heavy demands upon his time, he has served two terms as 
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coroner. Dr. and Mrs. Brown occupy one of the handsome residences in Hum- 
rick and are highly esteemed for their genial social qualities. 

From the time he was eleven until he arrived at the age of sixteen H. L. 
Brown, our subject, made his home with his grandfather and during the last 
two years of this period was actively engaged in operating the farm. He was 
an ambitious lad and, desiring to advance as rapidly as possible, he came west- 
ward to Illinois and worked by the month for about five years. Although he 
had received the advantages of the common schools in Ohio, he felt the import- 
ance of a wider education and accordingly he left the farm and went to Dixon, 
Illinois, where he attended school for one year, showing such proficiency that 
he was granted a teacher's certificate and for two years taught in the public 
schools. The three years following were passed by him at Kankakee, where 
he graduated as a nurse. In 1902 he came to Hurnrick and became identified 
with the general mercantile and implement business, in which he still continues 
with a success that is highly gratifying. 

On August 16, 1903, Mr. Brown was united in mamage to Miss Lula Pearl 
Marshall, a native of Parke county, Indiana, and a daughter of Thomas and 
Dora M. (Barnes) Marshall. One son, born January 4, 1908, has blessed this 
union. The parents are both affliated with the Presbyterian church, of which 
they are valued members. Mr. Brown casts his vote for the candidates of the 
republican party and for three years past has filled the position of postmaster 
at Humrick. His success in life is a striking illustration of the effect of per- 
severance, inspired by an ambition which had for its object noble aims. It 
should give great encouragement to any young man who desires to attain some- 
thing worth while and has only his own personal efforts upon which he may 
depend to carry him through. The road to success, as has often been said, is 
open to all who have the necessary courage, patience and energy and are willing 
to deny themselves in early life in order to be sure of abundance in old age. 

J. E. SMITH. 

J. E. Smith, owning and operating a well improved farm of eighty-one acres 
on section 22, Love township, was born in that township on the 29th of May, 
1886, his parents being I. D. and Malissa (Glick) Smith. The father is a 
native of Illinois while the mother's birth occurred in Indiana. 

J. E. Smith supplemented his preliminary education by a course of study in 
an academy. When not busy withthis text-books he assisted his father in the 
operation of the home farm, thus early becoming familiar with the duties and 
labors that fall to the ! ~ t  of the agriculturist. He remained under the parental 
roof until the time of his marriage, when he took up his abode on his present 
farm of eighty-one acres on section 22, Love township. In  connection with the 
tilling of the soil he makes a specialty of raising Poland China hogs and both 
branches of his business are proving profitable. 
On the 19th of January, 1910, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss 

Grace Baldwin, a native of Kansas and a daughter of J. R. and Laura (i;olden) 
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Baldwin, who are now residents of Dana, Indiana. Mrs. Smith was one of a 
family of five children born unto her parents. 

In politics Mr. Smith is a stanch prohibitionist, believing that the liquor 
traffic is the worst evil with which our country has to contend. He has already 
won a gratifying measure of success for one of his years and is widely recog- 
nized as one of the representative and popular young citizens of his native 
county. 

CHARLES E. BAINBRIDGE. 

Charles E. Bainbridge is prominent among the enterprising, progressive and 
prosperous business men of Danville and his efforts have contributed to the 
business interests of the community as well as to his individual success. H e  is 
a native of the neighboring state of Indiana, born in Fountain county, March 
I,  1865, and on the paternal side is of German and English ancestry, while his 
mother's people were of Scotch-Irish descent. His father, William Bainbridge, 
made farming his life occupation and died in March, 1878. In early rrmnhood he 
married Miss Sarah Glover, who died in February, 1898. The remains of both 
parents were interred in a cemetery in Fountain county, Indiana. I t  was in that 
county that our subject was mainly reared and there began his education in the 
district schools. Moving west, he attended high school at Santa Cruz, California, 
and was graduated therefrom in 1891. At the expiration of that time he studied 
law for four years under the direction of Judge Webb at Salinas, California, 
and on coming to this state was admitted to the Illinois bar in 1896. For about 
six years he was engaged in general practice but not caring for the profession, 
he discontinued practice at the end of that time. Previously he had been en- 
gaged in the brokerage business to some extent and after giving up the law 
again devoted his attention to that business, being now engaged in dealing in 
stocks, bonds and real estate. He handles his own property exclusively and in 
his speculations has met with remarkable success. 

Mr. Bainbridge was married in St. Louis, Missouri, November 12, 1904, to 
Miss Grace M. Hasty, a daughter of Henry and Mary Hasty of Danville, who 
are old residents of this county. Mr. Bainbridge's political endorsement has 
been given to the republican party since age conferred upon him the right of 
franchise and he has become an active and influential factor in its ranks. Kt 
the last election he was defeated for the office of state representative by only 
seventeen votes, but not discouraged by this, it is his intention to become a can- 
didate of the republican party at the next election. In 1896 he was appointed 
city attorney of Rossville, Illinois, to fill out an unexpired term. During his 
residence in Salinas, California, he was a member of the state militia but was 
never called into active service. H e  is now president of the Greenwood Ceme- 
tery Association of Danville and is an honored member of the Eagles and the 
Modern Woodmen of America. 

Born in a log cabin with meager advantages during his boyhood, as his people 
were in limited circumstances, Mr. Bainbridge is a self-made man who has 
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experienced many difficulties and privations. His education as well as his suc- 
cess in business is due entirely to his own personal efforts, for since an early age 
he has been entirdy dependent upon his own resources. He has sought his suc- 
cess in legitimate lines of trade wherein he has given evidence of sound judgment, 
keen sagacity and unfaltering diligence. Moreover, his business integrity has 
ever been above question and he has proved himself a wise and successful busi- 
ness man as well as a genial, honorable and highly respected citizen. Broad and 
likral in his views, he has become very popular during his residence in Dan- 
ville and there is probably no man in Vermilion county who has more friends 
than has Charles E. Bainbridge. 

JOSEPH W. MILLER. 

Among the active business men of Vermilion county whose talents are not 
limited to the field of merchandise but also find expression in agriculture, may 
be named Joseph W. Miller, of Armstrong, Middle Fork township. He was 
born near Oxford, Indiana, August 2, 1871, and is a son of Robert and Martha 
Elizabeth (Smalley) Miller. Robert Miller was a native of Pennsylvania. He 
came to Indiana at an early day and there lived principally until he was forty- 
nine years of age, when he located in Vermilion county as a stock-raiser. He 
departed this life in I@. His wife was born in Kentucky but removed with 
her parents to Indiana, where she was married, and is now living a t  Armstrong, 
Illinois. Seven children were born to them, five of whom are living: Joseph 
W., the subject of this review; Anna, now Mrs. Cordell, of Ivinsville, Wiscon- 
sin; R. P., a farmer of Middle Fork township; Thomas, also engaged in farm- 
ing in Middle Fork township; and Ross, a farmer of Brown county, South 
Dakota. 

Joseph W. Miller was reared upon the farm and received his education in the 
district schools. At twenty-one years of age he entered the mercantile business 
at Armstrong and conducted it with such success that it became one of the lead- 
ing general merchandise establishments in this region. Two years ago the store 
was destroyed by fire but was rebuilt and Mr. Miller now carries the largest 
stock of general merchandise in Armstrong. An idea of the extent of his busi- 
ness may be gained when it is stated that last year his sales, in a country town, 
amounted to forty-two thousand dollars. He is sole owner of the building and 
its contents and also of a stock of goods at Thawville, Illinois, and of a farm of 
four hundred and eighty acres in Hyde county, South Dakota. He is one of 
the owners of a tract of ten hundred and eighty acres in Baxter county, Ar- 
kansas, and has a one-fifth interest in four hundred and twenty acres in Middle 
Fork township. His home in Armstrong is one of the attractive residences of 
the place. 

In 1892 Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Lottie Knox, who was 
called to her rest in 1902. Two years later he was married to Miss Pearl Gil- 
breth, and two children have been born to them: Josephine Guelda and Leota 
Mabra. 
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Mr. Miller is a stanch supporter of the republican party and while he has 
not sought office, he served as assistant postmaster of Armstrong for two years 
and as postmaster for two years. He is identified with the Masonic order, the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Royal Neighbors, finding in these organiations principles of helpfulness and 
brotherhood which have always met his earnest approval. H e  holds mernber- 
ship in the Methodist Episcopal church and is a liberal supporter of that organi- 
zation. As is readily to be seen, Mr. Miller is a busy man and one who has 
made a success not only as a merchant but as a farmer. Although he has many 
duties in his private affairs which require prompt attention, he never neglects 
his obligations as a citizen and is foremost in all works that aim to promote the 
general welfare. He  belongs to the type of modem man who, by the aid of 
trained judgment, decides quickly and fearlessly, not trusting to his own in- 
stincts. It is such men that direct the great enterprises and makes it possible 
to meet the demands of an advanced civilization. 

JAMES A. JONES. 

J m e s  A. Jones, owning and operating a fine farm of one hundred and 
seventy-five acres on section 36, Danville township, has won a well merited and 
gratifying measure of success in the conduct of his agricultural interests. His 
birth occurred in Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1860, his parents being Rees and 
Mary J. Jones, both of whom were natives of Wales, the former born in 1832 
and the latter in 1836. When sixteen years of age Rees Jones crossed the At- 
lantic to the United States, settling in Vermilion county, Indiana, where he later 
celebrated his marriage. He and his wife took up their abode among the early 
residents of this county and here made their home until 1905, when they returned 
to Vermilion county, Indiana. 

James A. Jones, who was one of a family of eight children, attended the 
district schools of this county in the acquirement of an education. General agri- 
cultural pursuits have claimed his attention during his entire business career 
and he is now the owner of a well improved farm of one hundred and seventy- 
five acres in Danville township. The land is all under a high state of cultiva- 
tion and everything a b u t  the place indicates the supervision of a practical and 
progressive owner. 

In 1894 Mr. Jones was united in marriage to Miss Bertha 11. Stevenson, 
who was born in 1871 and obtained her education in the district schools of this 
county. They now have two children, Glen S. and Gordon A. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Jones has sup- 
ported the men and measures of the republican party and his interest in every- 
thing pertaining to  the public welfare is deep and sincere. The cause of educa- 
iton has ever found in him a stanch champion and for nine years he served as 
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a school director. Fraternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen and 
the Court of Honor, while his religious faith is indicated by his membership in 
the United Brethren church, of which he acted as trustee for fourteen years. 
He has many friends in the county where his entire life has been spent and well 
merits the regard and esteem which is uniformly accorded .him. 

CHARLES SMITH. 

A professor of renown, who has devoted his life largely to a study of the 
economic conditions and natural resources of the country, has made the state- 
ment that there is no better investment in all America than Illinois farm land. 
Moreover it is a well known fact that agriculture is the basis of all success in 
other lines, and the man, therefore, whose capabilities quality him for success- 
ful farming is particularly fortunate. A prominent representative of the agri- 
cultural classes in Eastern Illinois is Charles Smith, who is the owner of ten 
hundred and eighty acres upon the south side of the Attica road about three 
miles from Rossville in Vermilion county. - 

His entire life has been spent in this locality, his birth occurring upon the 
old homestead farm March 13, 1864. He is a son of Thomas Smith, one of the 
early settlers of the county. His youthful days were spent in the usuaI manner 
of farm lads. The work of the fields engaged his attention from the time of 
early spring planting until crops were gathered in the autumn. The instruction 
of the public school developed his mental powers, and thus school and home 
training qualified him for life's practical and responsible duties. Wisely choos- 
ing as a life work the occupation to which he had been reared, he has become 
one of the extensive land owners of the county, making further investment 
from time to time as his financial resources have increased, until now ten hun- 
dred and eighty acres annually yield to him a good revenue. His home farm 
upon which he resides comprises two hundred and seventy acres adjoining the 
corporation limits of Rossville, and is a valuable and well informed tract 
equipped with all of the conveniences and accessories of a model farm. He 
owns other land in Grant township and all is in good condition, the work of 
improvement and development keeping his fields continuously under a high 
state of cultivation. H e  likewise owns land in Kansas. The farm upon which 
he resides is known as the old Henderson place. In addition to its cultivation 
he raises some stock and also buys and ships stock. His sound judgment in this, 
as in other branches of his business is bringing to him well merited success. 

On the 13th of October, 1887, Mr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss 
Susan Pendergrast, a daughter of Patrick and Laura (Albert) Pendergrast. 
Their children are nine in number, namely: Thomas, who married Ethel Case; 
Fern, a graduate of the common schools; Edwin, who has also completed his 
course in the public schools ; Austin, Minnie, Leo, Donovan and George, all at- 
tending school ; and Ray, deceased. 

Mr. Smith and his famiIy attend the Methodist Episcopal church. He is 
widely known in the county where his entire life has been spent, and that his 
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record has ever been a creditable one is indicated by the fact that those who 
have known him from his boyhood to the present time are numbered among his 
stanchest friends. He early came to a realization of the fact that "There is no 
excellence without labor," and that "There is no royal road to wealth." There- 
fore he put forth earnest and unremitting effort, accomplishing the tasks to 
which he set himself by reason of his unfaltering application and determined 
purpose. The rewards of labor are sure and thus in due course of time he 
gained a place among the more prosperous farmers of the county. 

AUGUST FAULSTICH. 

While of foreign birth August Faulstich has spent the greater part of his 
life in Danville and has been identified in many ways with its interests, never 
failing to give hearty cooperation to any project in which the welfare of the 
city has been involved. He was born in Fulda, central Germany, April I, 1853, 
his parents being Peter and Mary (Holman) Faulstich. Reared in his native 
la2d, he was given good educational advantages and at an early day learned the 
trade of a brick layer. He was only nineteen years old .when he left Germany 
with a boy companion and crossed the Atlantic to America. As his companion 
had a relative living in Danville, Illinois, they came to this city, arriving here 
on the 15th of June, 1872. Mr. Faulstich's first employment was with the Paris 
& Danville Railroad in track laying and general work, and for twenty-one years 
he was engaged in various capacities with the Wabash, dle Evansville, Terra 
Haute & Cedar Rapids and the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroads. He was 
in the employ of the last named road for about nineteen years and held the posi- 
tion of general foreman of the car department. Honest and industrious, he 
gained the confidence of his employers and was regarded as one of the most 
trusted men in the service. In 1893, on his retirement from that position, he 
embarked in the grocery business on the comer of Main and Buchanan streets. 
Here he erected a fine store building at a time when that section of the city was 
but sparsely settled, but his judgment in locating there proved good and today 
it is one of the best and most populous thoroughfares and business centers of 
Danville. 

Mr. Faulstich recalls that on coming to Danville tlle population of the city 
was less than four thousand and around his present location there were but few 
houses, but all this has gradually been changed and he is now in the center of 
one of the most thriving and prosperous districts of the city. Besides his town 
property he owns a valuable farm of eighty-eight acres on the outskirts of the 
city and is enjoying a handsome competence, which is certainly well deserved. 

In 1875 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Faulstich and Miss Meme 
Farher, also a native of Germany, who in girlhood came to Vermilion county 
with her parents, August and Elizabeth (Schroeder) Farher, who became hon- 
ored and respected citizens of Danville. Her mother belonged to the Schroeder 
family that has given to this city some of its best and most honored citizens. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Faulstich were born seven children who are still living and 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



740 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

have become a credit to their parents, showing the result of their careful train- 
ing. In order of birth they are as follows: Anton, who is now con- 
nected with his father in the grocery business; Mrs. Annie Welch ; August; 
Clara; Helen; Gertrude; and Victoria The family are communicants of the 
German Catholic church and have a host of friends throughout the city. 

Mr. Faulstich is independent in politics but has taken quite an active part in 
public affairs, always voting for the best man irrespective of party. In 1909 
he was elected alderman of the third ward on the citizens ticket, an honor un- 
sought by him, but he believes it the duty of every good citizen to take his part 
in public affairs and to faithfully discharge any duty devolving upon him with- 
out hope of pecuniary reward. His life has ever been such as to commend him 
to the confidence and high regard of all with whoni he has been brought in con- 
tact either in business or social life. 

KELLY C. TRIMMELL. 

Kelly C. Trimmell is the owner of an excellent farm of two hundred and 
forty acres in Oakwood township, and its neat and thrifty appearance indicates 
his careful supervision and practical, progressive methods. A native of Oak- 
wood township, Mr. Trimme11 was born September 3, 1867, the youngest of 
the two children born unto Paris and Sarah J. (Cork) Trimmell, who were 
natives of Vermilion county, Illinois, and England respectively. His paternal 
grandparents were William and Sarah Trimmell, pioneers of Vermilion county. 
Our subject's mother came to America with her parents when two years of age, 
the family arriving in Ohio in 1836. They remained there for a year, during 
which time Mrs. Cork died, and in 1837 Mr. Cork came to Vermilion county, 
Il!inois, settling on a farm which he continued to cultivate throughout his re- 
maining days, his death occurring May 8, 1886. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Paris Trimmell was celebrated in Vermilion county, after which they began 
their domestic life upon a farm that remained their home until they were called 
to their final rest, the mother of our subject passing away in October, 1868, and 
the father in June, 1877. Their children were: Jennie, now the wife of E. IV. 
Vanallen, of Ohio; and Kelly C. By his second marriage the father had a 
daughter, Gertrude, who died at the age of twenty years. 

Kelly C. Trimmell was reared upon the old homestead and remained with his 
parents until their death, being left an orphan at the age of ten years. He then 
lived with his grandfather until eighteen years of age, when he began farming 
on a sm11 tract of land given him by his grandfather. He still owns that p r o p  
erty but has added to it from time to time until he is now the owner of two 
hundred and forty acres of well improved land in Oakwood township. H e  has 
also handled stock and both branches of his business are proving profitable be- 
cause capably conducted, his labors being directed by intelligence and industry. 

On the 1st of January, ~ g m ,  Mr. Trimmell was married to Miss Grace B. 
Young, a daughter of William A. and Anna (Ligett) Young, natives of Ver- 
milion county, who have lived in Illinois most of their lives but for a few years 
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were in Tennessee and Indiana. The father died in July, 1901, but the mother 
is still living, making her home with her daughter, Mrs. Trimmell. Their fam- 
ily numbered four children: Charlie, a resident of Indiana; Frank, who is liv- 
ing in Marion, Indiana; William, of California; and Mrs. Trimm;ell. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Trimnell have been born five children, but the eldest died in infancy. 
The others are: William P., born March 17, 1903; Ruth M., born September 
17, 1905; John K., born January 24, 1908; and Dorothy G., born May 8, 1910. 

That Mr. Trimmell's position is not an equivocal one on the subject of tem- 
perance is indicated by the strong support which he gives to the prohibition 
party. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity at Oakwood and he and his family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal church. His influence is always found 
on the side of right and progress and he has labored efficiently and earnestly 
for the public welfare as well as for individual success. 

BISHOP. 

Conde E. Bishop, who has won his advancement through capable and faith- 
ful service, is now a passenger conductor on the Wabash Railroad and since 
February 5, 1896, has made his home in Danville, his run being between this 
city and St. Louis, Missouri. He was born in Tipton, Indiana, October 7, 1862, 
and is a son: of Conde and Alice (Green) Bishop. The father was born in 
Rochester, New York, was educated in the Empire state, and in his native city 
learned the carpenter's trade. He left the east when a young man and went to 
Indiana where he took up the line of work to which he had been reared, eventu- 
ally becoming a contractor. In that connection he erected large buildings which 
are now standing as monuments to his thrift and handiwork. His remaining 
days were passed in Tipton and when he was called to his final rest his grave 
was made in a cemetery there. His widow, who still survives him although she 
has been an invalid for a number of years, now makes her home in Toledo, 
Ohio. Her father, John Green, was one of the earliest settlers of Tipton county 
and was a prominent and able judge of the circuit court who figured as one of 
the leading members of the bar of the state. He also represented his district in 
the legislature for a number of years and that he occupied an eminent position 
in the public life of the state is indicated by the fact that a bust of him has been 
placed over the main entrance of the court house,-a gift from the county. 

In his youthful days Conde E. Bishop, whose name introduces this record, 
accompanied his parents on their removal to Huntington, Indiana, where he at- 
tended school for about five years. He afterward went to La Fayette, Indiana, 
where he remained in school until about sixteen years of age. He then entered 
the service of the Wabash Railroad Company, being employed at checking bag- 
gage for a year and a half. Later he engage?, in selling tickets for about five 
years but preferred the more active service of the operative department and 
became brakesrnan on a freight train, continuing in that position for two years 
and five months. H e  afterward spent seven and a half years as a freight con- 
ductor and subsequently was made conductor on a passenger train. According- 
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as his busin& has made it desirable he has lived in Springfield, Champaign 
and Danville, Illinois, making his home in the last named city since the 5th of 
February, 1896. His run is from Danville to Sf. Louis, Missouri, and he is one 
of the trusted employes of the road which he has represented for almost a third 
of a century. 

On the ~ z t h  of October, 1895, Mr. Bishop was united in marriage to Miss 
Lavanche Lee Rennick. The Rennick family is from Wisconsin. Her parents 
were Robert and Matilda (Coyne) Rennick. Unto Mr. 'and Mrs. Bishop has 
been born a daughter, Alice Conde, whose birth occurred September 15, 1903. 

Mr. Bishop is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he has taken 
the degrees of the blue lodge, chapter, council, cornmandery and the Lodge of 
Perfection. He is also connected with the Elks and the Order of Railway 
Conductors, and his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the First 
Presbyterian church and the activity which he manifests in church affairs, giv- 
ing his aid and cooperation at  all times to the organized efforts which are put 
forth for the growth and upbuilding of the church. 

JOHN W. SMALLEY. 

An eminent jurist once said, "Some people succeed because of talent, some 
through the influence of friends, some by luck, but the great majority by com- 
mencing life without a shilling." The fact that success is attainable without the 
advantages of wealth or influence or fortunate circumstances is one of the most 
encouraging things in this world, for each individual feels that the opportunity 
for advancement is, at least in a measure, his. Mr. Smalley belongs to the 
class whose financial resources at the outset were limited, but gradually he has 
worked his way upward in the business world and is now prospering as the 
proprietor of the Model Laundry with factory and offices on North Walnut 
street. He was born October 15, 1873, in Higginsville, Illinois, a son of John 
H. and Rhoda (Snyder) Srnalley. The father engaged in merchandising in 
Danville for a number of years, coming to this city when a m n  of mature years. 
He is now engaged in the real-estate business here and is widely and favorably 
known in that connection. His family numbered three children, his daughters 
being Emma and Lottie Smalley. 

The youngest of the family is John W. Smalley of this review, who ac- 
quired his education in the public schools of Danville, pursuing his studies to 
the age of eighteen when he began working in a laundry. He thoroughly mas- 
tered the business, becoming familiar with it in principal and detail and about 
eight years ago he opened a laundry of his own, starting, however, on a small 
scale. By good management, reasonable prices, excellent workmanship and fair 
dealing he has built up the business to its present gratifying proportions, keep- 
ing it always up to a high standard. 

On the 6th of August, 1907, Mr. Smalley was married to Miss Julia Belle 
Learnard, a daughter of Albert and Mary Jane (Le Neve) Learnard. In Dan- 
ville they have a wide acquaintance and many friends and they are known as 
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consistent members of the First Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Smalley is 
very prominent in fraternal organizations, holding membership with the Masons, 
the Knights of Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America, the Red Men, the 
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks and the Loyal Legion. His friends 
recognize that his good qualities are many and he is numbered among theePublic- 
spirited citizens, for his interests center in those things wherein the welfare and 
progress of the community are involved. 

THOMAS NOONE. 

Thomas Noone, a liveryman of Danville, where he has made his home since 
1899, was born in Ireland in 1881. His father, Frank Noone, also a native of 
that country, was born about 1830 and continued to reside on the Emerald isle 
until his death, which occurred in 1885. His wife, who bore the maiden name 
of Eleanor Nestor, was born in Ireland in 1835. They were the parents of ten 
children: Mary, the wife of James Costello, who is living in Ireland; Patrick, 
who married Bridget Cunniff and is a resident of Danville; Hugh, also of this 
city; Frank, who wedded Mary Quinn and is still living in Ireland; Kittie, the 
wife of Philip Sconce, of Vermilion county; Nora, deceased; John, who mar- 
ried Minnie Olehy and makes his home in Danville; Margaret, the wife of a 
Mr. Hsr~sen, of Chicago ; Bridget, deceased ; and Thomas. 

The last named spent the greater part of his youth in his native land, being a 
young man of eighteen years when he sailed from Ireland to the new world. 
He had acquired his education in the schools of his native country and, actuated 
by a commendable ambition to win success through the improvement of the bet- 
ter opportunities offered in America, he made his way to this country and took 
up his abode in Danville in 1899. Here he turned his attention to the livery 
business and later in partnership with Ed Bolton engaged in the undertaking 
business at No. 734 East Main street. At the end of the first year, however, 
he sold his interest to Mr. Bolton. In 1907, in association with Dan O'Brien, 
he purchased John Noone's interest in the livery business at No. 728 East Main 
street and continued there for a year and a half, after which he sold out to 
Herman Cook. He  now occupies the new building that his brother erected a t  
No. 736 East Main street. He has a good livery barn and is accorded a liberal 
patronage so that his business is being attended with gratifying success. 

Mr. Noone was married in 1910 to Miss Mame Sweeney, a daughter of 
Patrick Sweeney, who was born in Ireland in 1850 and came to Vermilion 
county in 1880. He is now engaged in the coal business in Tilton, this county. 
After arriving in America he wedded Miss Mary McCarty, who was bwn in 
County Kerry, Ireland, but was brought to the United States when only two 
years of age. She died in Danville in 1904. Her family numbered ten chil- 
dren: Julia and Catherine, who are living with their father; John, who mar- 
ried Pearl Boggs and resides in Peoria; Mame, who is a twin sister of John 
and the wife of Mr. Noone; Edward, Margaret and Ahrelia, all yet at  home. 
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Three are deceased. Mrs. Noone was educated at St. Joseph's Academy of 
the Woods and at St. Mary's Academy of Danville. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Noone are members of the Catholic church and frater- 
nally he is connected with the Modern Woodmen, with the Foresters and the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles. His political allegiance is given to the republican 
party and he keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day. He 
has never felt any occasion to regret his determination to come to the United 
States, for here he has found the business opportunities which he sought and 
in their improvement has won a gratifying measure of success. 

GEORGE MASON WRIGHT. 

That Danville offers good opportunities to her residents is proven by the 
fact that many of the men now engaged successfully in business here are num- 
bered among her native sons. Such is the case with George Mason Wright, 
whose birth occurred in this city May 4, 1870, and who is now engaged in the 
manufacture of ice under the name of the Danville Artificial Ice Company. 
His enterprise has become one of considerable proportions, returning to the 
owner a gratifying prosperity. 

Mason M. Wright, the father, was born in Worthington, Ohio, December 15, 
1832, and his parents were Potter and Teressa Wright. The ancestral history 
is traced back to Rhode Island, in which state Potter Wright was born, remov- 
ing thence to Ohio at an early period in the development of the Buckeye state. 
For many years members of his family remained as prominent and influential 
citizens of that community. They were advocates of the Episcopal faith and 
were loyal to all those interests which promote upright manhood and honorable 
citizenship. Both Potter and Teresa Wright passed away in Worthington, Ohio, 
in which city their marriage had been celebrated. 

Mason M. Wright remained upon the home farm until twenty-one or twenty- 
two years of age, and then went to Noblesville, where he carried on merchandis- 
ing for a few years. He was afterward for some years a resident of Ilarys- 
ville, Illinois, and later of Higginsville, in which place he owned and conducted 
a dry-goods store. Disposing of his interests there in 1868, he came to Dan- 
ville and in partnership with John C. Short conducted a private banking busi- 
ness for two or  three years. He next purchased a mill owned by Mr. Hander- 
son, and carried on the business under the name of the Danville Mills. His 
keen business discernment, initiative spirit and unfaltering enterprise were mani- 
fest in the successful conduct of that venture and. extending his activities into 
other fields, he also built hominy mills which he carried on until his death, the 
business constituting a source of general as well as of individual prosperity in 
that it furnished employment to a number of workmen. The output found ready 
sale in the home market and was also shipped quite extensively. As the years 
passed Mr. Wright became interested in real estate and was the owner of con- 
siderable property. 
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Politically Mason M. Wright was a republican but the honors and emolu- 
ments of office had no attraction for him. H e  preferred that his time and at- 
tention should be given to his business and to his home interests, and no man 
was more devoted -to the welfare of his family. His happiness centered there 
and he found no greater joy than in ministering to the welfare of wife and chid- 
dren. His life record, viewed in its entirety, is that of one who held to high 
ideals yet followed practical methods in their attainment, winning at once both 
success and an honored name. 

Mason M. Wright was married September 19, 1865, to Mrs. 'Anna E. 
Forbes, a native of Newark, Ohio, and a daughter of William and Margaret 
(Davis) Robinson, who were likewise natives of the Buckeye state. In the year 
1850 the Robinson family came to Danville where the father died the following 
year. In  the family were four daughters and a son, including Mrs. Wright, 
who by her marriage became the mother of three children, George AT., Gene- 
vieve M. and Judson M., all of Danville. 

The first named, well known in this city where his entire life has been passed, 
entered the public schools at  the usual age and passed through consecutive grades 
until, putting aside his text-books, he entered business life in connection with the 
milling enterprise that his father had established. Following his father's death 
he took charge of the mill which he conducted for some time, after which he 
purchased the business that he is now conducting under the name of the Dan- 
ville Artificial Ice Company. In this field of manufacture he is meeting with 
success, the output of his plant finding ready and increasing sale. He has 
already proven in his business career that he possesses those qrralities which are 
essential elements in success, while his initiative spirit has enabled him to broaden 
his interests and thereby promote his prosperity. 

In  1895, at Crawfordsville, Indiana, Mr. Wright was married to Miss Isabel 
Allen, who was born in 1871, a daughter of Judge James M. Allen. Her father's 
birth occurred in Kentucky, March 3, 1827, his parents being William and 
Elizabeth Allen, who were natives of Virginia and of Scotch-Irish descent. 
Removing to Kentucky, William Allen there followed the occupation of farm- 
ing. Judge Allen took up the study of law at Rockville, Indiana, teaching and 
attending school by turns. He  became a student in the law school a t  Blooming- 
ton, Indiana, and the thoroughness of his course there is indicated by the fact 
that in 1852 he was admitted to the bar. After practicing law in Rockville and 
in Lawrenceburg, he went to Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1863, and attained a posi- 
tion of distinction at the bar of that state, where he was called to the office of 
prosecuting attorney and also elected judgt of the superior court. H e  was 
numbered among the able and distinguished jurists of that place, his success 
indicating his comprehensive understanding of the law and his correct applica- 
tion of its principles. He  married Henrietta Wedding. a daughter of Judge 
Randolph Wedding, one of the early settlers of Randolph county, Indiana. 
The death of Judge Allen occurred January I, 1892. His daughter, Isabel, was 
a pupil in the schools of Terre Haute until graduated from the high school with 
the class of 1888. 

In  his political views Mr. Wright is a republican, thoroughly versed upon 
the vital questions and issues of the day, yet content that others shall occupy 
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the political offices. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity and to the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. Both he and his wife hold membership in the 
Presbyterian church and moreover occupy an enviable position in social circles. 
Their beautiful home at No. 1020 Vermilion street is one of the attractive resi- 
dences in the city, not only by reason of its fine architecture and tasteful fur- 
nishings but also owing to the warm-hearted hospitality there found. 

OLOF C. BENSON. 

Illinois numbers among her adopted sons many of foreign birth who, leav- 
ing home, friends and native country, sought and improved the opportunities 
for advancement in business lines which the new world offers to those possessed 
of ambition, industry and perseverance. None, however, have brought with 
them more substantial qualities, or have proven themselves more progressive 
and loyal in their support of American interests and institutions, than has 01of 
C. Benson during a residence in &is country of almost four decades. 

He is one of Sweden's contributions to the citizenship of Vermilion county, 
his birth occurring on the 23d of October, 1848. He is a son of Benjamin 
and Karna (Nelson) Olson, both natives of that country, where they spent 
their entire lives. The father, who was well known in Sweden for his rare 
musical ability, was an excellent performer on many instruments and was en- 
gaged as a leader of one of the national bands. He passed away in 1851, but 
his wife long survived him, her death occurring in 1901. Of their family of 
five children one, Eleanor, died in Sweden. The surviving members are: Jo- 
hanna, the wife of Nelse Hanson, of Sweden; Bengta, who married John Chris- 
tianson, of Fairmount; 0. C., of this review; and Mary, who is also married 
and d e s  her home in Sweden. 

The educational advantages which Olof C. Benson received during the period 
of his boyhood and youth were most meager, being limited to three weeks' study 
in the schools of his native land. He has, however, become a self-educated 

his lack of tuition being suppl-ernented by extensive study and wide reading 
in hiis later years. Losing his father when but three years of age, he was early 
thrown upon his own resources, and wh:n but fourteen years old took up the 
task of providing for his own livelihood. His initial step in the business world 
was in the employ of a mill at Molmer, Sweden, where he remained until 
twenty-five years of age, his indefatigable effort, close application and earnest 
labor in the meantime winning him promotions from time to time until he be- 
came head miller and manager. During all these years, covering as we might 
say the formative period of his life, he was learning lessons concerning the value 
of industry, integrity and self reliance, and the habits thus formed-the char- 
acter of which was attested by his long continuance in the same position-had 
vital bearing upon his later career. I t  was in 1873 that he was persuaded by 
Andrew Anderson, who was then visiting Sweden, to try his fortunes in the 
new world. Crossing the Atlanitic ocean, he landed at New York, but at once 
made his way to Danville, Illinois, in company with Mr. Anderson, and began 
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working for M. M. Wright, with whom he continued for five years. He also 
accepted a steamship agency in that city, and by this means made as much as 
fifty dollars per month, in addition to his regular salary. Upon his arrival in 
Fairmount, in 1883, he became identified with the grain business, and has since 
continued to devote his attention to that line of activity. H e  purchased the 
John Dougherty flour mill, which he conducted until 1896, when it  was de- 
stroyed by fire. Undaunted, however, by this mishap, which only served as a 
spur to greater effort on his part, he erected his present mill on the site of the 
old one, which he has since operated in connection with his elevator. He also 
became the owner of a mill and elevator at Catlin, Illinois, and for a number of 
years was busily engaged in the operation of these two large plants, the business 
of which, under his wise direction and careful management, reached extensive 
proportions. He still owns and operates the Fairmount mill, although he has 
since disposed of the plant at Catlin to his son-in-law, I. K Barley. He has 
not permitted his grain interests, however, to monopolize his entire time, but 
has extended his efforts into other fields, and now also owns and operates a 
blacksmith shop in Fairmount, which is proving most successful. He was one 
of the organizers of the electric light plant of Fremont and has been president 
of that institution since its inception, and his various business connections, wisely 
managed, are proving sources of a most substantial and gratifying profit. The 
excellent business ability which he has manifested in the conduct of his va- 
rious interests, and the honorable and progressive mthods which he has fol- 
lowed, have won him classification among Fairmount's most representative busi- 
ness men, and he justly deserves the high place to which he has attained in com- 
mercial circles here. He is the owner of several residence properties in the 
city, and his own home is one of the handsomest houses in Fairrnount. 

In Danville, Illinois, Mr. Benson was united in marriage to Miss Matilda 
Ellison, who was born in Sweden, October 15, 1846. Her parents passed their 
entire lives in that country, and she has one sister yet living in Sweden. By 
her marriage to Mr. Benson she became the mother of four children, as fol- 
lows: Alvina, who was born June 22, 1879, and is now the wife of I. K. 
Barley, of Catlin; Emily, born February 5 ,  1882, who resides at home; and 
Lilly, born on the 24th of September, 1885, who wedded Dr. 0. W. Allison, 
also of Catlin. The youngest child, Clarence, whose birth occurred August 10, 
1887, passed away when1 but fourteen m t h s  old. 

Mr. Benson's religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Baptist 
church, while fraternally he belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America. 
In politics he casts an independent ballot, supporting those men and measures 
which in his opinion are best adapted to conserve public welfare, and although 
his has been a life of continuous activity along business lines, nevertheless, he 
has yet found time to  participate in those matters which are of vital importance 
to  the community, and has been a leader in many progressive and important 
projects. For about twelve years he served as a member of the town council, 
and something of his standing among his fellow citizens is indicated by the fact 
that he was elected to that body before he had been in this country long enough 
to taIk in the English language. He it was who instituted the movement for 
building brick sidewalks in Fairmount-a decided improvement over the old 
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board walks-and in every movement calculated to promote the city's develop 
ment and prosperity he has ever been found in the front ranks. He is justly 
accorded a place among the prominent and representative citizens of Fairmount, 
for he belongs to that class of men whose enterprising spirit is used not alone 
for their own benefit. Although born across the water, he is thoroughly Ameri- 
can in thought and feeling. Of a strong and rugged nature, he has happily com- 
bined in his life the resolution, perseverance and reliability, so characteristic of 
his nation, with the livelier spirit of progress and enterprise which dominates 
the new world-a combination which has not only gained him a prominent place 
in business circles but which speaks for citizenship of the highest type. Yor 
can his success in life be measured in terms of financial profit alone, for he has 
won at the same time the unqualified respect and regard of his fellowmen, which 
far exceeds in value any material gain which might crown his efforts. 

CASPER J. LANGLEY. 

Casper J. Langley, one of the most prominent and prosperous agriculturists 
of Vermilion county, is the owner of a valuable farm of four hundred and 
eighty-four acres in Danville township and makes his home on section 36. His 
birth occurred in this county in 1835, his parents being Nathaniel and Margaret 
(Houltshouser) Langley, both of whom were natives of Nelson county, Kentucky. 
Tfie father was born in the year 1788. In 1826 he came to this county with 
his wife and here they reared their family of four children. They were num- 
bered among the earliest residents of this part of the state and deserve classifi- 
cation with those honored pioneers whose labors proved such an important factor 
in the development and upbuilding of an unsettled region. 

Casper J. Langley received his education in the district schools of Ver- 
milion county and in early life also became familiar with the duties and labors 
that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. Throughout his entire business career 
lie has given his undivided attention to farming and has found it a very profitable 
as well a congenial occupation, being now the owner of four hundred and 
eighty-four acres of rich and productive land in Danville township. He has 
ever kept pace with the most advanced methods of agriculture and has long 
been numbered among the leading and successful citizens of his native county. 

In 1565 Mr. Langley was united in marriage to Miss Isabelle Anderson, a 
native of New York. She was taken to Indiana at an early day and obtained 
her education in the district schools of Vermilion county, that state. It  was 
also in the Hoosier state that she met and mirried Casper J. Langley. Their 
union was blessed with nine children, namely: Mrs. Leona Gibson, Mrs. Nora 
Mead, Mrs. Maggie Gouty, Mrs. Hortense Gouty, Laura, Roscoe, Joseph, Bessie 
and Blaine. 

Where national questions and issues are involved Mr. Langley supports the 
men and measures of the republican party but aside from exercising his right 
of franchise he has taken no active part in politics. Generous and charitable in 
disposition, the poor and needy never seek his aid in vain, nor is his support 
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withheld from any movement or  measure calculated to promote the general 
welfare. He has now passed the seventy-fifth milestone on life's journey and 
receives the respect and veneration which should ever be accorded one who has 
traveled thus far on this earthly pilgrimage and whose career has been at all 
times upright and honorable. Having so long resided with the borders of his 
county, he is largely familiar with its annals from pioneer times down to the 
present and can relate many interesting incidents of the early days. 

JOSEPH T. CL-ARK. 

For almost thirty years Joseph T. Clark has been identified with the 
business interests of Danville and today, in partnership with 'CVillard C. Lane, 
is engaged in the shoe business, conducting what is known as the Golden Rule 
store at 24-26 North Vermilion street. He was born in 3lontgomery county, 
Indiana, on the 4th of August, 1857, and is a son of Elijah H. and Martha N. 
(Copner) Clark, both natives of lTirginia, whence they removed to Indiana in 
early life. The father was born in Rockingham county, October 5 ,  1811, 
of English extraction and the mother of Scotch descent. On coming to America 
his ancestors first located near Harrisonburg, Virginia. Elijah H. Clark died 
in Montgomery county, Indiana, September 22, 1874, and his wife who was 
born November 25, 1833, passed away April 13, 1860. 

Reared in the county of his nativity, Joseph T. Clark obtained his early 
education in the district schools there and for three years after laying aside his 
text-books was employed on a farm in Montgomery county, Indiana. At the 
end of that time, however, he began studying law under the direction of John 
W. Copner, of Covington, Indiana, remaining with him two years, after which 
he passed the required examination and was admitted to the bar, but ill health 
necessitated a change and he decided to turn his attention to mercantile pursuits. 
Accordingly in 1882 he came to Danville and entered the employ of R. A. Short 
& Company, dealers in dry goods, then located on West Main street. H e  con- 
tinued in their service for a period of three years, after which he entered the 
Golden Rule store, located on East Main street, where he remined about seven 
years, and during the following decade was with J. \V. Allison in the dry-goods 
business on North Vermilion street. He was with the Emery Dry Goods Com- 
pany until September, 1900, when, in partnership with Willard C. Lane, he 
bought the Golden Rule store, which they have since conducted. They carry 
a large and well selected line of shoes and in living up to the name which they 
have adopted have built up an excellent trade, which is constantly increasing. 

I t  was on the 5th of January, 1886. in Bloomington, Illinois, that hlr. Clark 
was united in marriage to Miss Anna B. Hartson, a daughter of Thomas D. 
Hartson, of that city, and they have become the parents of two children. namely: 
Guy, born February 27, 1892; and Howard, born January 12, 1898. The birth 
of both occurred in Danville. 

Mr. Clark is an earnest and consistent member of the First Church of Christ 
and is prominently identified with the Knights of Pythias, having held all of the 
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offices in that lodge. In politics he is an ardent supporter of the democratic 
party but has never cared for official preferment. He is a farsighted, progres- 
sive business man, whose methods have ever bkn above reproach, and he has 
won his success along lines which bear close investigation and scrutiny, for he 
has never sacrificed the interests of others to further his own prosperity. 

HENRY F. DEPKE. 

Henry F. Depke, conducting an extensive bottling business at No. 8 Jack- 
son street in Danville, was born near Homewood, Cook county, Illinois, on the 
21st of January, 1857. His parents, Henry and Sophia (Breamer) Depke, both 
of whom were natives of Germany, emigrated to the United States at an early 
day. After landing in this country the father worked as foreman on a planta- 
tion in New Orleans for several years. About 1850 he wedded Miss Sophia 
Breamer, then a resident of Cook county, Illinois. ~ o l l o w i n ~  that important 
event in his life he entered a tract of one hundred and twenty acres of land 
from the government and took up his abode thereon, devoting his attention 
to its cultivation and improvement throughout his active career. He passed 
away on the 26th of June, 1888, being survived for more than two decades by 
his wife, who was called to her final rest on the 10th of March, 1910. 

Unto them were born eleven children, as follows: John F., who died on 
the 26th of October, 1903; William H., who passed away in February, 1909; 
Mary, who died when six years of age; Henry F., of this review; Caroline, 
who passed away in early life; George, whose demise occurred when he was 
a young man. of twenty; Richard, who is married and acts as justice of the 
peace at Danville; Sophia, who died when twenty-seven years of age; Charles, 
who is engaged in business at No. 11 Jackson street; Frederick, who passed 
away in early life; and Minnie, who died in infancy. 

Henry F. Depke remained under the parental roof until twenty-six years of 
age and then worked for his brother for four years. On the expiration of that 
period he embarked in business on his own account as a wholesale dealer, repre- 
senting the Finley Brewing Company of Toledo, Ohio, with which concern he 
has thus been connected almost continuously to the present time. His estab- 
lishment is located at No. 8 Jackson street in Danville, and he is extensively 
engaged in the bottling business, handling all kinds of soft drinks. He is the 
owner of six fine properties in Danville and also has a twenty-acre tract of 
very valuable land near the city. He is now acting as president of the Germania 
Building Association, having served as vice president for many years and suc- 
ceeding to the presidency on the death of Gottlieb Maier. 

On the 10th of June, 1884, Mr. Depke was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary 
Sieferman, a daughter of Anselm and Agatha (Kreutzberg) Sieferman, both of 
whom were natives of Germany. They crossed the Atlantic to the United States 
a t  an early day, first locating in Cincinnati, Ohio, where they remained until 1868, 
which year witnessed their arrival in Danville, Illinois. Here the father suc- 
cessfully carried on business as a cigar manufacturer until z p ,  when he re- 
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tired from active life, spending his remaining days in well earned ease. At the 
time of his death, which occurred in Danville on the 7th of February, 1909, 
he was the owner of the T r e m n t  Hotel and also of a fine residence in this 
city. His widow is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Depke are the parents of two 
children, as follows : George A., who was born on the 22d of April, 1885; and 
Edwin C., whose natal day was March 12, 1888. 

In politics Mr. Depke is independent, preferring to exercise his right of fran- 
chise as his judgment dictates. He has served as assistant supervisor for three 
years and is widely recognized as a most public-spirited and enterprising citizen. 
He is a Lutheran in religious faith. Mr. Depke attributes his success in large 
measure to the cooperation and assistance of his estimable wife, who has proved 
a cheerful helpmate as well as companion to him. He has made steady progress 
as the years have gone by and has achieved a measure of prosperity which is 
most creditable. Moreover, his business methods have ever been honorable and 
reliable, winning for him the respect and good will of his fellowmen. 

WILBUR P. CRAIG. 

Wilbur P. Craig, now so efficiently serving as assistant cashier of the Dan- 
ville National Bank, is one of Vermilion county's native sons, born on a farm 
near Newtown, October 25, 1874. Ilis father, Asbury Craig, is a farmer by 
occupation and is still living, but his mother, who bore the maiden name of 
Mary Etta Palmer, died in I@. His paternal grandparents came to Vermil- 
ion county from Kentucky about 1830 and were among the first settlers of the 
community where they located, living upon a farm there until their death. In 
their family were nine children, but Robert and Van are now deceased. Those 
still living are: Asbury, the father of our subject; Elizabeth, the wife of A. B. 
Tilton, of Champaign, Illinois; Milton, a resident of Danville; Martha, the wife 
of John Cork; William, also a resident of Danville; John, a farmer of Ver- 
milion county; and Jennie, now the widow of Charles Baum and a resident of 
Arizona. Our subject's maternal grandfather was the first merchant tailor of 
Danville, his shop being located on the present site of the Palmer National 
Bank. 

Wilbur P. Craig was reared on the home farm and obtained his early educa- 
tion in the district schools, and on starting out in life for himself foIlowed 
agricultural pursuits for some time and also engaged in school teaching. On his 
removal to Danville he was employed as clerk in the woolen mills for a time, 
and in 1899 entered the Danville National Bank, serving first as bookkeeper and 
now as assistant cashier. H e  gradually worked his way upward to his present 
responsible position, winning the confidence of those over him and the good will 
and friendship of all with whom he has come in contact. 

On the 30th of June, 1897, in this county, was celebrated the marriage of 
Mr. Craig and Miss Lulu Johnson, a daughter of h r g e  W. and Mary J. John- 
son. On the maternal side her grandmother was among the first settlers of Ver- 
milion county and the family is an old and honored one. Prior to her mar- 
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riage Mrs. Craig lived on a farm and successfully engaged in teaching school 
for a time. She has become the mother of four children, namely: Palmer, born 
March 28, 1Sg8 ; Rolland, born January 6, 1902 ; Harold, born October 22, 1p4; 
and Mary, bmn January 29, 1910. Mr. and Mrs. Craig are members of the 
Kimber Methodist Episcopal church and he also belongs to the Knights of Py- 
thias fraternity. His political support is given the democratic party, but he has 
never been an aspirant for ofice. 

F. L. DRAPER. 

F. L. Draper, a forceful and able member of the bar of Danville, his native 
city, was born November 30, 1868, and is a representative of one of the old 
and honored pioneer families of Vermilion county, his grandfather, Abraham 
Draper, having located here when the work of progress and development seemed 
scarcely begun. He bore his share in the task of upbuilding the county and the 
work was further promoted by his son, A. I. Draper, who was born in this 
county and for many years was a prominent dry-goods merchant in Danville, 
conducting his store for three decades. For the past few years he has been 
engaged in the real estate business and is still classed with the valued citizens 
here. He married Sarah A. Partlow, a daughter of Reuben Partlow, one of 
the pioneer residents of the county and one of the founders of the Methodist 
church in Danville. Mrs. Draper departed this life in 1898, leaving two sons, 
F. L. and Oscar Draper. 

In  the public schools of this city the former pursued his education and after 
putting aside his text-books was connected with his father's dry goods business 
for five years. But thinking to find professional practice more congenial, he 
took up the study of law in the office of J. B. Mann and was admitted to the bar 
in 18p. He then began practice in this city and has since won for himself a 
creditable place at the Vermilion county bar. He served as judge of the county 
court for one year, having been appointed to fill out the unexpired term of S. 
Murray Clark. The zeal with which he has devoted his energies to his profes- 
sion, the careful regard evinced for the interests of his clients and assiduous 
and unrelaxing attention to all details of his cases have brought him a large 
business and made him very successful in its conduct. His arguments have 
elicited warm commendation not only from his associates at the bar but also from 
the bench. 

In 1897 Mr. Draper was united in marriage to Miss Eva McCartp. His 
social connections are with the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks and other societies. His political allegiance has always been 
given to the republican party since age conferred upon him the right of fran- 
chise, and he is active in its ranks. He served as a member of the city council 
in 1905 and 1906 and is now serving for the third t e r n  as school trustee. 
He was also appointed United States commissioner on the 1st of May, IW, 
so that he is the present incumbent of that office. His record stands in contra- 
distinction to the old adage that "a prophet is never without honor save in his 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 755 

own country," for in the city where he was born and reared Mr. Draper has 
won for himself a creditable position at the bar. An excellent presence, an 
earnest manner, marked strength of character, a thorough grasp of the law 
and the ability to correctly apply its principles make him an effective and suc- 
cessful advocate. 

BEN G. SIEBERT. 

On the roster of county officials in Vermilion county appears the name of 
Ben G. Siebert, who is now capably serving as circuit clerk, having been elected 
to that position in 1908. His birth occurred in New York city on the 26th of 
January, 1883, his parents being John and Katherine Siebert, also natives of 
New York state. H e  was left an orphan at a tender age and came to this county 
when a lad of nine years. In the acquirement of an education: he attended the 
schools here and also pursued a course in the Valparaiso Business College, thus 
fitting himself for office work. In 1900 he became deputy sheriff and ably dis- 
charged the duties devolving upon him in that connection until 1908, when he 
was honored by election to the office of circuit clerk as the republican candidate. 

On the 26th of January, 1910, Mr. Seibert was united in marriage to Miss 
Edna Bbckford, a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of James Black- 
ford, a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of James Blackford, an old 
and respected resident of Danville. Fraternally Mr. Siebert is identified with 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Modern Woodmen and the 
Eagles. Mr. and Mrs. Siebert reside in Danville, where they have a host of 
warm friends. 

ARTHUR F. JOHNSTON 

Arthur F. Johnston, who for the past eight years has conducted a black- 
smith shop at No. 31 South Vermilion street in Danville, enjoys a substantial 
and gratifying patronage in this connection. His birth occurred in Jefferson 
county, Illinois, on the 5th of July, 1878, his parents being J. A. and Margaret 
C. (Daniels) Johnston, who were natives of Tennessee and Illinois respec- 
tively. They were married in the latter state and subsequently located on a farm 
near Mount Vernon, Jefferson county, the father devoting his attention to its 
operation until 1901. The mother had passed away in 1887 but the children 
all remained on the old homestead farm with their father until they were 
married. J. A. Johnston now leases the homestead property and is engaged in 
the elevator and sawmill business at Bonnie. Illinois. Unto him and his wife 
were born nine children, namely: Lillian, Dell, Belle, Arthur F., Agustavus 
A., Virgil L., Oliver L. and two daughters who died in infancy. 

Arthur F. Johnston attended the common schools in the acquirement of an 
education and also pursued a business course by correspondence. He re 
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main4 at home until twenty-one years of age and then rented a tract of land, 
giving his attention to its cultivation for two years. On the expiration of that 
period he sold his personal property and came to Danville, Illinois, entering 
the service of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad as a blacksmith. At the 
end of six months he secured employment in a coal mine and general repair 
shop, there working at his trade until 1902. In that year he embarked in busi- 
ness as a blacksmith on his own account, purchasing a shop at  No. 31 South 
VermiIion street, where he has remained continuously since, having won a liberal 
patronage. 

On the 25th of December, 1898, Mr. Johnston was united in marriage to Miss 
Cora Lynch, a native of Jefferson county, Illinois, and a daughter of John W. 
and Mary J. (Hayes) Lynch, who were likewise born in that county. Mrs. 
Johnston was the second in order of birth in a family of six children, the others 
being as follows: Nora, Gilbert, Duke, Bessie and Lela. Our subject and his 
wife have three children: Bessie V., whose natal day was July 3, 1901; John 
R., whose birth occurred April I, 1904; and Lila F., who was born on the 4th 
of February, 1910. 

In politics Mr. Johnston is a stanch republican but his aspirations have not 
been in the line of office holding. His religious faith is indicated by his mem- 
bership in the Presbyterian church and he is also a worthy exemplar of the 
Masonic fraternity, belonging to lodge No. 38 at Danville. Although still a 
young man, he has already won a creditable measure of success in his chosen 
trade and is socially popular as well, his unfailing courtesy and unfeigned cor- 
diality having gained him many friends. 

L. M. BLACK. 

L. M. Black, whose entire life has been spent on the farm where he now 
resides, is widely recognized as one of the substantial and respected citizens 
of Catlin township. His birth occurred on the 11th of July, 1870, his parents 
being S. W. and Margaret J. (Graves) Black, the former a native of Kentucky 
and the latter of Danville township, Vermilion county, Illinois. The father was 
brought to Illinois by his parents when but three years of age, the family home 
being established in Vermilion county. In 1852 he purchased a farm in this 
county for three dollars per acre and the property has remained his home almost 
continuously since. His political allegiance is given to the republican party, 
while his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Presbyteran 
church. He  is also a worthy exemplar of the Masonic fraternity, having been 
identified therewith for many years. Both he and his wife still survive and 
enjoy a wide and favorable acquaintance here. Unto them were born eight 
children, four of whom are yet living, namely: James G., who is a resident of 
Casey, Illinois; Ernest G., living in Georgetown, Illinois; Mary E., the wife of 
Joseph Smith, of Ridge Farm, Illinois; and L. M., of this review. 

The last named was reared under the parental roof and attended the com- 
mon schools in the acquirement of an education. When twenty-one years of age 
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he took charge of the old homestead farm and its operation has claimed his at- 
tention continuously since. That he keeps in touch with the modern spirit of 
progress which is manifested in agricultural lines and that his knowledge of 
farming is both thorough and comprehensive is indicated by the highly im- 
proved appearance of his place, upon which are found substantial buildings and 
aU of the modern accessories necessary for facilitating farm labor. 

On the 14th of February, 1906, Mr. Black was united in marriage to Miss 
Cora Sisson, who was born in Paris, Illinois, on the 10th of Februaj ,  1881, 
her parents being John A. and Laura J. (Conley) Sisson, natives of Kentucky. 
In 1855 they took up their permanent abode in Illinois and the father still lives 
here, being now in his seventy-eighth year. The mother's demise occurred on 
June 11, 1908. They reared a family of nine children, eight of whom yet sur- 
vive. Mr. and Mrs. Elack have two children, as follows: Dale S., whose natal 
day was January 21, 1907; and Dorothy M., whose birth occurred April 14, 

=w- 
Mr. BIack is a stanch republican in politics but has never sought nor de- 

sired office as a reward for his party fealty. Fraternally he is identified with 
the Masons, the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America a t  
Georgetown, while both he and his wife belong to the Christian church. They 
are well known in social circles and enjoy in large measure the friendship and 
kindly regard of those with whom they have been brought in contact. 

HARRY RAIMER. 

Harry Raimer, who has continuously resided in Danville for more than a 
half century, was for many years actively and successfully identified with the 
business interests of the city as a merchant tailor but is now living in honorable 
retirement. His birth occurred in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the 
23d of February, 1833, his parents being Joseph and Sallie Raimer. The father 
followed general agricultural pursuits in Lancaster county throughout his active 
business career and spent his entire life in the Keystone state, his remains being 
interred at Boldsburg. 

Harry Raimer attended school at Boldsburg until fourteen years of age and 
then began learning the tailor's trade, working at that occupation until he had 
attained his majority but receiving no monetary compensation for his ser- 
vices. When twenty-one years of age he started out up& an independent career 
as a tailor and after spending about two years in Boldsburg went to Lewis- 
town, where he remained for a similar period. He then made his home in 
Milesburg for a year and next went to Pittsburg, while later he removed to 
Logansport, Indiana. Thence he returned home but later journeyed westward 
to Peru, Indiana, then to La Fayette and afterward to West Point and Attica, 
Tndiana. The 28th of November, 1858, witnessed his arrival in Danville, Illi- 

-nois, and here he purchased a stock of goods and embarked in business 
,as a merchant tailor. His patronage steadily increased as the years passed by 
.and prosperity rewarded his efforts, so that he is now enabled to spend the even- 
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ing of life in well earned ease. He is well known as one of the prominent and 
respected residents of Danville and justly merits the proud American title of a 
self-made man 

On the 2d of May, 1560, Mr. Raimer was united in marriage to Miss Caro- 
line Peyton, a native of Clinton county, Ohio. Unto them were born seven 
children, as follows: Lucy and William, both deceased; Edward, who wedded 
Miss Millie McKee, by whom he has four children-John, Edward, Mack and 
Amelia; George, who is a resident of Portland; May, who is the wife of Frank 
Gibbs, of Portland and has two children, Helen and Frederick; and two who 
died in infancy. 

At the polls hlr. Raimer supports the men and measures of the republican 
party and he has ever been a most public-spirited and loyal citizen, taking an 
active and helpful interest in the general welfare. In all the relations of life he 
has manifested those sterling traits of manhood which command confidence 
and awaken regard and is therefore well worthy of the esteem uniformly ac- 
corded him. 

HERMAN BARTEL. 

Herman W. Bartel, president of the company which is now successfully 
operating what is known as the Danville Star Laundry, was born in Germany, 
July 17, 1865, but was only a year old on the emigration of his parents, Henry 
and Dorothy Marguerite (Wilhelms) Bartel, to America, the family reaching 
this country on the 1st of September, 1866. They first located in Sauk county, 
Wisconsin, where the father engaged in farming, and amid rural surround- 
ings our subject passed his boyhood and youth. H e  received his primary educa- 
tion in his home district and later attended a German Lutheran school. On the 
completion of his education he sought and obtained a position in Reedsburg, 
Wisconsin, with Gale Seifert & Company, hardware merchants, as general util- 
ity boy, his only resources at that time being an indomitable will, the desire to 
advance and to faithfully serve his employers. H e  remained with that firm for 
a period of five years, during which he thoroughly learned the hardware business. 

His training there well fitted him to fill the higher position which he obtained 
on coming to Danville, Illinois, in 1887. Owing to his experience and knowledge 
he found no difficulty in sectiring employment and entered the service of Thomas 
Conron, then the leading hardware dealer of Danville, conducting the business 
now carried on under the name of the Thomas Conron Hardware Company, 
with which he remained for a period of years. Having saved his earnings, he  
then formed a copartnership with John A. O'Brien and established a smalI 
laundry, which was first located at No. 25  College street but later removed t o  
No. 145 Vermilion street and subsequently to No. 25 North Jackson street, 
each removal being necessitated by the demands of their growing business. They 
recently located in their present quarters at Nos. 208-210 East Van Buren street, 
where they erected a suitable building and installed machinery of the most mod- 
ern type known to the laundry trade. They now employ on an average of forty- 
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five persons in the work and management of their business, which has grown 
from the smallest to one of the largest concerns of the kind in the county. 
They also operated a dyeing establishment for one year, which was conducted 
under the name of the Danville Dry Cleaning Company, and was located at No. 
220 West Main street, where they also employed quite a large force of skilled 
operatives. In I907 the business was incorporated and is now conducted under 
the name of the Danville Star Laundry with Herman W. Bartel as president; 
M a r p e t  O'Brien, vice president; and John A. O'Brien, secretary and treasurer. 

On the 24th of December, 1897, a t  Williamsport, Indiana, was celebrated 
the marriage of Mr. Bartel and Miss Lydia Colson 3Iusgrove, whose parents 
are old residents of Danville, while her father is a veteran of the Civil war. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bartel have two children, namely: Helen C., born August 6, 1899, 
and Fern M., born September 17, 1 9 1 .  

The family are communicants of the Lutheran church and in his social rela- 
tions Mr. Bartel is connected with the Industrial Club of Danville. He also 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias, the Improved Order of Red Men, and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. In politics he affiliates with the re- 
publican party but has never cared for office, his time being fully occupied with 
his business affairs. Yet his efforts have not been entirely devoted to his own 
advancemer~t but have been potent factors in the growth and development of 
the community at large, the consensus of public opinion according him a high 
place among the honored and valued citizens of Danville. 

C. M. PRATHER. 

C. M. Prather, a member of the Prather family of Vermilion county, needs 
no introduction to his fellow townsmen. The name of Prather has figured long 
and prominently in connection with the agricultural development of this sec- 
tion of the state and to the work of farming C. M. Prather has devoted his 
life and is today the owner of two hundred and eighteen acres of valuable land 
in Ross township. He  is a son of William and Mary Prather and was educated 
in the district schools, while spending his boyhood days under the parental roof. 
The farm where he now resides is the old family homestead, upon which his 
father settled a t  an early day and where all of the children of JVilliam Prather 
were born and reared. Here C. RI. Prather early learned the lessons of life- 
industry, integrity and enterprise, and was trained to farm work in such a man- 
ner that he was well qualified to take charge of the farm after attaining his 
majority. H e  is both persevering and diligent and his methods are practical, 
while the spirit of progress characterizes him in all that he undertakes. The 
farm comprises five hundred and twenty acres owned by C. M., M. W. and 
Nancy A. Prather; the land is rich and arable so that excellent crops are har- 
vested as the reward of the labor bestowed upon the fields during the time of 
planting and cultivation. 

I n  1895 Mr. Prather was united in marriage to Miss Nellie Held, a daughter 
of Henry and Nancy Held, the former a native of Bavaria, Germany, and a har- 
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ness maker by trade. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Prather have been born four chil- 
dren, William H., -Merle, Lucile and Louisa. The family are prominent socially 
in the community and the hospitality of many of the best homes of Vermilion 
county is freely accorded them. 

Aside from his business, in which he is meeting with excellent success, Mr. 
Prather finds time to devote to the public welfare and his labors constitute an 
element in improvement and upbuilding. Since 1885 he has been officiall'y con- 
nected with the schools as a director and has also served as clerk of the board. 
He belongs to the Presbyterian church and his life has been an upright and 
honorable one, characterized by all the qualities of truth and upright manhood. 

JOHN H. FENDLEY. 

John H. Fendley, whose business activity is a resultant factor in the at- 
tainment of his success, is now conducting a profitable enterprise as a real-estate 
dealer. A native of Vermilion county, he was born in Catlin on the 18th of 
May, 1870, and is a son of John S. Fendley whose birth occurred in Parke county, 
Indiana, October 26, 1839. In 1860 the father removed from his native state 
to Illinois and settled on a farm southeast of Catlin. In connection with its 
operation he was also engaged in general merchandising in that state until 1875, 
when he removed to Ridge Farm and followed mercantile pursuits at that place 
until 1889. In that year he disposed of his store and became deputy head con- 
sul for  the Modern Woodmen of America, first under J. C. Root and later under 
Lieutenant Governor Northcott, controlling eastern Illinois and western In- 
diana. He organized all of the many camps within that territory and con- 
tinued his labors for the Woodmen up to within four years of his death, when 
he resigned owing to ill health, and lived retired until he passed away in Dan- 
ville on the 12th of February, 1910. He had k e n  a resident of this city for 
eighteen years, having come here in 1892. 

In  1859, John S. Fendley was united in marriage to Miss Mary A. Lydick, 
a native of Montgomery county, Indiana, whose parents removed to that state 
from Kentucky, as did also the paternal grandparents of our subject. Of the 
seven children born of this union, three died in infancy, the others being: James 
W.. who was born May 18, 1860, and is now a resident of Danville, being de- 
partment manager for the clothing firm of Reis, Strauss & Company; Lily, the 
wife of Charles M. Boaz, a resident of Danville; John H., whose name intro- 
duces this sketch, and Lue. the wife of James H. Kitchen, a contractor and 
builder of Danville. 

The schools of Farm Ridge afforded our subject his early educational ad- 
vantages and he was graduated in 1887. Two years later he entered the employ 
of A. J. Darnell in the general merchandise business at Farm Ridge, where he 
continued until the fall of 1892. That year witnessed his arrival in Danville, 
where he found employment in the clothing store of Ike Stern which, on the 
death of Mr. Stem, came into the possession of Reis, Strauss & Company, with 
whom he remained until 1905. H e  then severed his connection with that busi- 
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ness and turned his attention to real-estate, since which time he has handled a 
large amount of city property and northwestern land, principally in Dakota. 
He has built up a very large and profitable business and is today regarded as one 
of the most wide-awake and progressive citizens of Danville. 

In the First Christian church of Danville, Mr. Fendley was married May 
g, 1898, to Miss Grace E. Dickerson, by Rev. Sam Jones. She was born on the 
3rd of August, 1875, in Athens county, Ohio, a daughter of Joseph E. and 
Martha Dickerson, who were natives of Ohio but became residents of Dan- 
ville at an early day. Her father is now deceased but her mother is still living 
and makes her home with her daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Fendley have two chil- 
dren, namely: hlaurine, who was born in Danville, August 4, I-, and John 
S., born January 2 j, 1902. 

At national elections Mr. Fendley gives his support to the democratic party 
but in local elections is independent, supporting the men and measures that he 
believes will best advance the public welfare. H e  takes quite an active interest 
in political affairs and does all in his power to promote those interests calcu- 
lated to advance the material and moral welfare of the community in which he 
lives. He and his family hold membership in the Christian church and he is 
also identified with Northcott Camp, Modern Woodmen of I;America. H e  has 
always lived in Vermilion county and the fact that many of his stanch friends 
are those who have known him from his boyhood to the present, time is an indi- 
cation that his courage in life has been that of honorable, upright manhood. 

A. W. ROSEBERRY. 

A. W. Roseberry, successfully engaged in business as a coal dealer of Dan- 
ville, is the senior member of the firm of Roseberry & Wann, conducting an 
enterprise of this character at No. 304 East Harrison street. His birth occurred 
at Camp Point, Illinois, on the 10th of September, 1857, his parents being I. J. 
and Nannie (Williams) Roseberry, both of whom were natives of Indiana. 
The father came to Illinois when a young man and engaged in business as a 
contractor and builder of Camp Point until 1867, when he removed to Berlin, 
this state. In 1869 he took up his abode in Piatt county and there spent the 
remainder of his life, passing away in 1906. His aid and cooperation could 
always be counted upon to further any movement or measure calculated to 
advance the general welfare and his fellow townsmen honored him by election 
to several local offices. His wife was called to her final rest in 1910. 

A. W. Roseberry obtained his education in the public schools of Mansfield, 
Illinois, and subsequently followed the profession of teaching in Piatt county 
for three years, imparting clearly and readily to others the knowledge that he 
had acquired. On abandoning educational interests he became identified with 
railroad work, first acting as station agent for the Wabash and Northern Pacific 
Railroads and afterward entering the supply department of the Chicago & East- 
-em Illinois Railroad at Danville, which position he held for twelve years. In 
August, 1907, he embarked in the coal business on his own account and the 
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following year admitted B. C. Wann to a partnership under the firm style of 
Roseberry & Wann. The enterprise has enjoyed a steady growth and is prov- 
ing a profitable undertaking. 

In 1884 Mr. Roseberry was united in marriage to Miss Ollie L. Fleming, a 
native of Ohio. They have two children, namely: Earl M., of the Kittle- 
Roseberry Electric Company ; and Ralph E., who is in the service of the Second 
National Bank. Fraternally Mr. Roseberry is identified with the Modern Wood- 
men. His life has been a busy, industrious and useful one, and his relative 
worth is widely recognized by his fellow townsmen. 

FRANCIS M. GUSTIN. 

Among the well known fraternal men of Danville, also a business man of 
acknowledged ability, is Francis M. Gustin. H e  is a native of the Buckeye 
state, born in Butler county, Ohio, in 1849, a son of John B. and Elizabeth 
(Dearth) Gustin. The former was born in Warren county, Ohio, in 1824 and 
his father, Banajah Gustin, was one of four brothers who came from England 
at an early day and settled in Vermont. The mother was born in 1829 in Butler 
county and was married in Ohio, coming to Indiana with her husband and fam- 
ily in 1852. Their children were: Francis M., our subject; Mary Theodosia, 
who died in infancy; Charles Elwin, who died a t  ten years of age; William 
Horace, who married Fannie Lamb and is the father of one daughter; E l k r t  
Rush, who married Caroline Duckwall; Cassius O., who married Emma Crise 
and is now deceased; Emma J., who died at eighteen years of age; Edward C., 
who married Carrie Shepler and has three sons living. 

The subject of this review came with his parents to Indiana when he was 
three years of age and has but a dim recollection of the over~and ' t r i~  to the new 
home in the west. H e  was reared upon the home farm and educated in the 
common schools, becoming thoroughly acquainted with the various details of 
agriculture and stock-raising as he grew up. At twenty years of age he began 
working by the month for State Senator Miller, of Miami county, this state, 
and after taking unto himself a partner for life. he rented the same farm upon 
which he had been working and cultivated it independently for a number of 
years, gaining a great deal of experience in business affairs that has assisted him 
very materially in other lines. Removing to Danville in I@, he entered the 
livery business and for ten years leased the place he now occupies. At the ex- 
piration of that period he bought the building which he has remodeled and 
transformed into one of the most attractive structures of the kind in this part 
of the country. He has now been in the livery business in Danville for twenty 
years and, being a man who keeps up-to-date in anything with which he is con- 
nected, the horses and vehicles of his establishment are recognized anywhere in 
the county by their attractive appearance. His business has shown a growth 
from year to year which indicates liberal returns upon the investment. 

In 1873, at Paw Paw, RiIiami county, Indiana, occurred the ma-e of Mr. 
Gustin and Miss Alice C. Osfall. who was born in 1853 in that county, a daugh- 
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ter of Joseph and Barbara Osfall. Of the children born to Mr. and hfrs. Gustin 
two died in infancy. Lewis V., born in 1875, was married in 1901 to Dorothy 
Hanna and is now engaged in the undertaking business in Chicago. Ralph E., 
born in 1877, was rnamed in 1902 to Myrtle Clapp, and they had two children, 
Raymond, deceased, and Harold, now a t  home with his parents in Rockford, 
Illinois, where his father is engaged in the undertaking business. Clarence M., 
born in 1880, married Mamie Hine in 1904, and one child has been born to them, 
Marjorie. The father is engaged in the livery business a few doors south of 
our subject's establishment on Walnut street in Danville. 

Mr. Gustin is a valued member of the hiethodist church and a stanch be- 
liever in the Bible. H e  was reared a republican and has always adhered to that 
party. Although not a seeker for public office he served as assessor in one of 
the largest townships of Miami county, Indiana. Up to the time of his election 
two years had been the length of term for an assessor but the period was then 
extended to four years. He was reelected for a term of four years and after 
serving eight years in office, on account of a change in the law, he was a hold- 
over for amther year, making a continuous period of nine years during which 
he served as assessor of his township. 

Fraternally Mr. Gustin is one of the prominent men of the state. He  is 
now past representative of Danville Lodge, No. 69, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; Marsh Encampment, No. 46, also a member of Canton Danville, No. 
11, and Mercy Rebekah Lodge, No. 72, all of which organizations are identified 
with Odd Fellowship. H e  has passed through all of the &airs from the lowest 
to the highest in the subordinate lodge of Odd Fellows, and at the present time 
is serving as grand senior warden of the Grand Encampment, I. 0. 0. F., of the 
state of Illinois. He  is also a thirty-second degree Mason and holds member- 
ship in Olive Branch Lodge, No. 38; Vermilion Chapter, No. 82, R. A. M. ; and 
the Oriental Consistory of Chicago. In addition to the various lodges named he 
is a member of Vermilion Camp, No. 254, Modem Woodmen of America; 
Pa~~hcaughmughsinque Tribe, No. 73, I. 0. R. M., and Loyal American Lodge, 
No. 144. Mr. Gustin is a man of strong social characteristics and has a host of 
friends in the organizations with which he is connected. H e  has never, how- 
ever, neglected his business affairs and is known as one of the energetic and 
successful business men of Vermilion county, whose word is as good as his 
bond and who is ever ready to assist in forwarding the best interests of his 
state, his county or his town. 

WILLIAM H. TAYLOR. 

I t  is seldom that one remains active in business or official circles when he 
has attained the age reached by William H. Taylor, who has recently celebrated 
the seventy-ninth anniversary of his birth. He  is, however, a member of the 
police force of Danville, occupying the position for twelve years or more. He 
was formerly identified with the fire department and in every public relation of 
life has proven himself worthy of the trust reposed in him. H e  was born in 
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Somerset, Perry county, Ohio, July 13, 1831. His father, Hugh Taylor, a 
native of Delaware, was born November 19, 1788, and died June 3. 1845. H e  
was a brickmaker by trade and the last work that he did of that kind was in 
manufacturing brick used in the building of the courthouse a t  Somerset. H e  
married Susan Snow, who was born September I, 1801. She was descended 
from Revolutionary ancestry, her grandfather having been a captain of the war 
for independence. Unto Hugh and Susan (Snow) Taylor there were born 
four sons and four daughters: Elizabeth, the eldest, became the wife of Judge 
Greer, of Decatur, who for twenty-two years was the honored county judge 
of Macon county. Mary became the wife of John E. Rosette, who in 1865 was 
appointed United States district attorney for the state of Illinois. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rosette had four daughters, three of whom married officers in the United 
States army-Cynthia, the wife of Colonel Rucker; Annie, the wife of Major 
Bennett; and Leone, the wife of General Hennessy. All were stationed on the 
Pacific coast. John S. Taylor, the third member of the family, became first 
lieutenant of Company B, One Hundred and Sixteenth Illinois Infantry, and 
was killed a t  Arkansas Post, January 11, 1863. William H. is the nest of the 
family. Susan Taylor became the wife of John Blackford. Unto them were 
born four sons. Walter Taylor died in Charleston, Illinois, in July, 1910. 
although he had made his home in E l  Paso, Texas, for over thirty years. Sarah 
became the wife of Robert Hodgen, a real estate man of Charleston, Illinois. 
Robert K. Taylor, the youngest, is a resident of Detroit, Michigan. 

William H. Taylor attended the country schools of his native county in 
hfis boyhood days and in early life learned the sadler's and harnessmaker's 
trade. The  Civil war, however, found him imbued with a strong spirit of pa- 
triotism and in 1862 he offered his services to the government, joining the 
One Hundred and Seventh Regiment of Illinois Infantry, with which he served 
for nearly three years, when he was mustered out at the close of the war. H e  
acted as sergeant and color bearer and engaged in all of the principal battles 
in which his regiment took part. H e  was wounded at Franklin, Tennessee, No- 
vember 30, 1864, this being one of the hardest battles of the war; eleven Con- 
federate generals being killed or wounded in the engagement, seven being killed 
outright. There were more generals killed and disabled in forty-five minutes 
in that battle than met death in the three days' battle of Gettysburg. Three 
of these generals were found in the ditch of the breastworks. All four brothers 
of the Taylor family were soldiers of the Civil war and the military record of 
the family is a most creditable one. 

After the close of hostilities, in 1865, William H. Taylor came to Danville 
and began working at the trade of saddle-making, continuing in that business 
in the employ of others until 1870, when he began the manufacture of saddles 
and harness on his own account. He  continued in that line until 1876, when 
he retired from business to enter the public service as chief of the Danville fire 
department, having organized the first fire department of this city. Already he 
had had some connection with official duties for in 1871 he had been elected 
alderman of the fourth ward and in 1873, having removed to the second ward, 
was elected to represent that portion of the city in the council. He  was then 
made chief of the fire department, in which connection he served for four years. 
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After two years' service on the police force he resumed work at  the saddler's 
trade, in which he was engaged for four years, while subsequently he was a p  
pointed cap$in of the chemical engine and so continued for a year. He  was 
next made chief of the fire department under W. L. Runyan, under whom he oc- 
cupied the position for two years, while for nine years he held the office under 
Kirnbraugh. For twelve years Mr. Taylor has been a member of the police 
force and is today its oldest member both in years and point of service. In 
fact, he is probably the oldest police officer on active duty in this part of the 
country. He is affectionately termed "Uncle Billie'? by the other members of 
the force and is recognized as one of Danville's prominent citizens. 

In August, 1852, Mr. Taylor was married to Miss Catherine Hill, and they 
became parents of one child, Laura, who married George E. Giddings, of Dan- 
ville, and died August 10, 1891, leaving a daughter, Caroline, who is now the 
wife of Edward Rea, of Urbana, Illinois. The death of Mrs. Taylor occurred 
in 1855 and in 1858 Mr. Taylor wedded Mary R. Smith, of Farmer City, 
De Witt county, Illinois, who died January 14, I=. There were four children 
born of this marriage: Luella T., the widow of Ewing A. Coombs, who was a 
newspaper man of Omaha, Nebraska; Will S., connected with the Signal Block 
System of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad; Mrs. Fannie McDonald, a 
widow who has three children-Jim, Robert and William T.; and Mrs. Maud 
L. Norman, a widow living in San Francisco, California. 

Mr. Taylor has always given his political support to the republican party. 
He is a member of the Presbyterian church. Sixty-two years ago he joined 
the Methodist church, but later transferred his membership to the present 
connection. He is a valued member of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
for fourteen years has been chaplain of the post, officiating at every funeral of 
a post comrade who has passed away. He  was no more loyal as a soldier of the 
Civil war than he is in days of peace, his patriotism being one of his marked 
characteristics while his devotion to duty none question. 

CHARLES KLAGE. 

Charles Klage, now serving as captain in the Danville fire department. was 
born in this city on the 5th of July, 1879, of German parentage. Iiis father, 
William Klage, was born and reared in Germany and there married Miss Chris- 
tina Volene, also a native of that country, where they continued to make their 
home until 1872, which year witnessed their arrival in America. On reaching 
the shores of the new world they came at once to Danville, where they have 
since made their home, the father being engaged in coal mining. In their family 
are eight children, namely: Mary, now the wife of Robert Swift, a resident of 
Danville; Emma, the wife of Louis Bremmer, also of Danville; Minnie, the wife 
of Albert Hacher, of this city; John, who married Lena Gasser and lives in 
Covington, Indiana ; Charles, of this review; Frederick, who married Beulah 
Douglas and resides in Danville; Xugusta, the wife of Herman grown, of Dan- 
ville; and Otto, who is still with his parents. 
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Charles Klage obtained his education in the public schools of his native city, 
where he continued his studies until sixteen years old, He  was then appren- 
ticed to learn the tinner's trade with E. H. Brandt, of Danville, for whom he 
worked for three years, who was then employed as a journeyman tinner for a 
period of fourteen years. On the 13th of May, 1909, he joined the Danville 
fire department and has since been promoted to captain of No. 5 .  Brave and 
fearless, he is well fitted for the position he now holds and in the discharge of 
his duties has given the utmost satisfaction. 

Mr. Klage was married in Danville in 1901 to Miss Minnie Barth, a daugh- 
ter of Ernest and hlinnie Barth, who came to Danville at  an early day and are 
still residents of this city. This union has been blessed by two children: 
Albert, born June 17, 1903; and Helen, born May 28, I@. Religiously Mr. 
Klage is connected with the G e m n  Lutheran church and politically is identified 
with the democratic party, but he has never sought or desired office. He is 
one of the representative citizens of Danville and is a man held in high esteem 
by all who know him 

ANDREW HOSCH. 

Andrew Hosch is known as one of the successful farmers of Vermilion 
county having for nearly fifty years been a resident of this county 
and has contributed through the energy and perseverance which he in- 
herited from worthy ancestors to its development. He was born in Germany, 
October 10, 1831, and is a son of John and Margaret Hosch, who were natives 
of the fatherland and came to America about 1860, living with their son until 
their death. The mother was called to her repose about four years after the 
family settled in Vermilion county. The father survived for many years and 
departed this life in 1890. 

Andrew Hosch was educated in his native country and was twenty-nine 
years of age when he bade his old friends and associates farewell and went 
aboard a ship to face his destiny among strangers. H e  was brave-hearted and 
he has never regretted that he sought under the stars and stripes a liberty and 
an opportunity such as cannot be found in old and long settled countries of 
Europe. In 1863 Mr. Hosch bought a farm in the immediate region of Dan- 
ville, which he has operated wi,th such ability that today he owns a highly im- 
proved farm of one hundred and ninety acres adjoining the city limits and pro- 
vided with a handsome residence and all the facilities that accord with the most 
improved farm methods. 

In 1864 Mr. Hosch was united in marriage to Miss Katie Linnie, who was 
also born in Germany. This union was blessed by one child, Jacob, now living 
in Newel1 township, but the mother was taken with a fatal illness within less 
than a year after the birth of her son and her place in the household was left 
vacant. Mr. Hosch was a second time married, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Mary Koch, a daughter of Matthew and Katherine (Keinot) Koch, who 
came to America from Wittenberg, Germany. The father died in 1875, but 
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the mother is still living and makes her home with the subject of our review. 
Thirteen children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Koch, five of whom are now liv- 
ing, in addition to Mrs. Hosch: William; Edward; Charles; Christine, now 
Mrs. Nicholas Dietz, of Newel1 township; and Barbara who became thk wife 
of George Krouse, now deceased. Eight children came to brigh.ten the house- 
hold of Mr. and Mrs. Hosch: Andrew, who married Emus Ost and lives in 
Danville; August, who married Mary Jenncks and also lives in Danville; Annie, 
now Mrs. Charles SchlorE, of Newel1 township; John, who died November 3, 
1894 ; Katherine, now Mrs. Frank Saddler, of Villa Grove, Illinois; Frederick, 
residing at home; Margaret, the wife of Herman Manteubel; and Emma, who 
is living at home. The children were all reared to habits of industry, of which 
their parents were worthy exemplars, and were given the advantages of a good 
common-school education. 

The members of the family are all affiliated with the German Methodist 
church and are intelligent and helpful workers in anything they undertake. Mr. 
Hosch has devoted his attention principally to personal interests rather than 
to politics or outside affairs. H e  has attained unusual success as a farmer by 
diligence and close application, although good judgment has assisted in a very 
important degree, as without this faculty continued advancement in any calling 
would be impossible. Mr. H ~ s c h  many years ago sought in the American re- 
public a home and the comforts of life and he has found them. H e  is happy 
in the possession of a competence and in the evening of a long career, he en- 
joys the love of his children, the respect of his acquaintances and the rest he 
has so well earned. 

WILLIAM F. RIEKER. 

William F. Rieker is one of Danville's representative citizens, now serving 
as captain of No. 4 company of the fire department. He was born in this city 
on the 7th of February, 1878, and is a son of John C. and Katherine (Joh) 
Rieker, both natives of Germany. The father came to the new world in early 
life and in 1867 took up his residence in Danville, where for many years he was 
successfully engaged in business as a contractor. It  was in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, that he was married, his wife having come to the United States with her 
parents in 1855 when only three years old. Unto them were born four children 
who reached years of maturity, three sons and one daughter, namely: William 
F., of this review ; Charles ; Louis ; and Katherine. 

After completing his education in the public schools of Danville William F. 
Rieker worked for his father in the contracting business for some time. In 
~ g o r  he opened a grocery store on South Gilbert street, which he still owns but 
which is now managed by his brother Louis. In 1903 he was appointed a mem- 
ber of the fire department and served as fireman for two years, after which he 
retired and again turned his attention to the grocery business. In 1908 he was 
reappointed as captain of No. 4 company and has since filled that position in a 
most creditable and acceptable manner. In politics he is an ardent democrat 
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and is a recognized leader of the party in the second ward. In 1898 he enlisted 
as a member of Battery A and served throughout the Spanish-American war,. 
being stationed at  Porto Rico and elsewhere. Although still a young man he has 
already gained for himself an enviable position in public affairs and is widely 
and favorably known throughout this his native city. 

FRED G. CHESLEY. 

Fred G. Chesley, one of Danville's bright and promising young business Inen, 
passed away on the 10th of November, 1908, widely and deeply mourned. He 
was born in Chicago, May 13, 1884, and was given excellent educational advan- 
tages, attending the Lake Forest Academy, from which he graduated, and Pur- 
due University, at West La Fayette, Indiana, although he did not graduate from 
the latter institution. H e  became a popular member of several college fraterni- 
ties and, having taken a course in mechanical engineering, he entered the ser- 
vice of the Danville Foundry & Machine Company on leaving college. Here he 
worked his way up from the very bottom and was making rapid advancement 
when his death occurred. 

Mr. Chesley was married on the 17th of September, 1908, in Danville, to 
Miss Winifred Hess, who seven weeks later was called upon to mourn the death 
of her husband. They made their home at No. 509 Xorth Franklin street and 
were surrounded by a large cirde of friends. Although not a member Mr. Ches- 
ley attended the Presbyterian church and was a young man of great promise, 
who gained the friendship and high regard of all with whom he came in contact 
either in business or social life. Mrs. Chesley was born in Danville, March 15, 
1888, and after her graduation from the high school of this city, she attended 
St. Mary's of the Woods at  Terre Haute, Indiana. She is now living with her 
mother at No. 1116 Sheridan Drive, where they have erected a beautiful bun- 
galow with all modern appointments. I 

I 

J. G. SUPPLE. 

J. G. Supple, a popular and enterprising resident of Danville, is the junior 
member of the firm of Powers & Supple, dealers in lime, cement and all kinds 
of builders' materials and supplies. His birth occurred in Big Rapids, Michigan, 
on the 18th of September, 1885, his parents being John and norence (Lmo- 
reaux) Supple, likewise natives of the Wolverine state. The father, a well 
known railroad man, was connected with the Chicago & West Michigan RailT 
road for a number of years or until his arrival in Danville. Here he has rep- 
resented the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad as commercial agent for many 
years. 

J. G. Supple, who was the eldest of five children. obtained his education in 
the grammar and high schools of Danville and after putting aside his text- 
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books remained in the employ of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad for 
several years. Subsequently he entered the service of the Illinois Traction 
Company in the freight tr&c department. In 1908 he embarked in business on 
his own account as a partner of J. F. Powers, and the firm of Powers & Supple 
has since conducted a successful enterprise as dealers in lime, cement and all 
kinds of builders' materials and supplies. He is likewise the president of the 
South Oakwood Coal Company and is widely recognized as one of the substan- 
tial and progressive young business men of Danville. 

On the 8th of June, I~IO, Mr. Supple was united in marriage to Miss Jessie 
Lindley, a native of Urbana, Illinois, born September 3, 1884, and a daughter of 
W. W. and Anna Lindley. Her father is postmaster of Urbana. Fraternally 
Mr. Supple is identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
His many good qualities, his social manner, his genial disposition and his cor- 
diality have won him a large circle of friends. 

ARTHUR WORRELL. 

Arthur Worrell, who for the past seven years has had charge of the Amour  
8r Conlpany plant at Danville and during that time has succeeded in building up 
a large 2nd profitable business, is one of Illinois' native sons, his birth occurring 
in Kankakee county, April 11, 1872. His father, John Hazard Worrell, spent 
his entire life in Kankakee county, his time and attention being largely given 
to farming, stock raising and stock dealing. -4fter a useful and well spent life 
he passed aawy on the 4th of March, 1893. As a republican he took a very 
active and influential part in public affairs and for a period of eighteen years 
represented Bourbonnais township as supervisor. His father was a South Caro- 
linan by birth and was of Scotch-Irish extraction. In early manhood John H 
Worrell married Miss Ellen Francelia Dixon, who is still living on the old home 
place in Kankakee county. Her parents were of English and Scotch descent. 

Reared in the county of his nativity, Arthur Worrell obtained a good prac- 
tical education in the public and high schools, graduating from the latter in 
1892, and later he attended the Onarga Seminary at Onarga, Illinois. After 
leaving school he assisted his father on the farm and in the stock business and 
on the death of the latter took charge of affairs, operating the home place of 
four hundred and fifty acres for six years. H e  then accepted a position with 
Amour  & Company at Aurora, Illinois, where he was employed as salesman 
for two years, and at the end of that period was transferred to Rock Island as 
manager of the branch at that place. About one year later the company placed 
him in charge of their plant a t  Quincy, Illinois. where he remained for a few 
months, and his removal from that place to Danville occurred in 1903. Here 
he was placed in charge of their plant, which at that time had been established 
only about a year, and under his able management the business has steadily in- 
creased until it has now reached large and profitable proportions. H e  is a man 
of good business ability and sound judgment and is thoroughly familiar with the 
enterprise with which he is now connected. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



772 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

Mr. Worrell was married at Aurora, Illinois, June 17, 1903, to Miss Bodesiel 
Young, a daughter of John E. and Lottie Young, who were natives of Canada. 
In religious faith he is a Methodist and in his fraternal relations is connected 
with s t h e  Masonic order, the Modern Woodmen of America and the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. As a republican he takes a very active interest 
in political affairs but has no desire for public office. His social qualities and 
sterling worth make him a popular citizen and he has gained in large measure 
the esteem and good will of his business colleagues and associates in Danville. 

CICERO LANE. 

Cicero Lane is one of the prominent real-estate men of Danville. He han- 
dles comparatively little property in this locality, however, operating extensively 
in Texas, Minnesota and Indiana, with branch offices in the two first named 
states. He is a native of Clintoc, Illinois, born August 3, 1858. His father, 
Jeremiah Lane, was born in Kentucky and when a little lad of six years was 
brought to Illinois by his parents, who cast in their lot with the pioneer settlers 
of De Witt county, settling there upon a farm, to the cultivation and develop- 
ment of which the father devoted his energies for many years. Jeremiah Lane 
was united in marriage to Miss Mary A. Lane, a native of Ohio. His death 
occurred in 1902, when he had reached the advanced age of seventy-nine years. 

Cicero Lane was educated in the public schools of De Witt county, his boy- 
hood being devoted to the acquirement of an education, to the pleasures of the 
playground and to such duties as were assigned him by parental authority. His 
was the usual environment of farm life and he aided in the work of the fields 
until he reached the age of twenty-one years. In 1879 he began working for 
the Wabash Railroad Company in the capacity of telegraph operator, which posi- 
tion he creditably filled for some time, but finally resigned. At that time he 
opened a real-estate office in Sullivan, Illinois. One of the local papers in a 
comment on his life, a number of years later, wrote: "He was then a poor man 
as the tax books of 1883 will show that the full amount assessed to him in 
Moultrie county that year was seventy-one cents, but that was not the end. The 
real history of Cicero Lane was to be written in later years, for in 1898 he paid 
into the county and city treasury of Moultrie and other counties five hundred 
and thirty dollars in taxes. Since opening his real-estate office his success has 
been marvelous." From time to time Mr. Lane invested in property until he 
owned extensive tracts of choice land in Moultrie and adjoining counties. His 
judgment concerning the value of property seems infallible. H e  has, perhaps, 
never invested in an acre on which he has not made money. In the fall of 1895 
he sold over five thousand acres of land in Buena Vista county, Iowa, the sale 
of which amounted to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. His business is 
gradually widening and deepening and while operating in Illinois property, in 
addition to his office in Sullivan he had branch offices at Lovington and Bment, 
Illinois, and Storm Lake, Iowa. Subsequently he extended his efforts as a real- 
estate dealer to other parts of the country and is now engaged largely in handling 
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property in both the south and the north, as well as in Indiana and to some ex- 
tent in Illinois. While still living in Sullivan he took an active part in the public 
life of the community, serving for two terms as city alderman, while in 1892 he 
was appointed to fill a vacancy in the mayor's office. I t  was in that year, and by 
his strong support, that the electric plant of that city was erected. 

The year 1902 witnessed the arrival of Mr. Lane in Danville and throughout 
the intervening years he has been engaged in the real-estate business, in which 
he has been very successful. He  largely handles property in other parts of the 
country, having extensive interests in Texas, Minnesota and Indiana, with 
branch offices at Houston, Texas, and one at Crookston, Minnesota. His 
business has grown with the development of Danville, for he has found here 
many investors who have made advantageous purchases through his agency, 
He is well informed concerning property values in the sections in which he 
operates and in all of his business affairs displays a spirit of marked enterprise 
and an aptitude for successful management. 

In  October, 1881, Mr. Lane was united in marriage to Miss Emma Zorger, 
a native of De Witt county, Illinois, whose family came from Germany in pio- 
neer times. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lane has been born a daughter, Cora May, an 
accomplished and popular young lady, who is a graduate of the Lake Forest 
University. 

Mr. Lane is a member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity and is ever loyal 
to the teachings of the order. The family are members of the Christian church 
and are popular in the social circles of the city. The benevolent spirit of Mr. 
Lane has found expression in many tangible ways. He does not selfishly hoard 
his wealth but on the contrary gives freely to aid those in need and to encourage 
public enterprises. 

JOHN EVATU'S TUTTLE. 

Through the enterprise, commercial integrity and business ability of John 
Evans Tuttle was built up one of the leading dry-goods establishments of Dan- 
vilie. He was for many years recognized as one of the foremost representatives 
of trade relations in this city and the sterling traits which he displayed in all the 
relations of life gave him a hold upon the regard and affection of his fellow- 
men that causes his memory to be tenderly cherished by not only his family but 
by his friends and associates. 

Mr. Tuttle was born in Attica. Indiana, June 6,  184.. and was there reared, 
acquiring his literary education in the public schools. Deciding to enter the 
medical profession, he attended lectures at Rush Medical College, Chicago, from 
which institution he was graduated, and on being licensed to practice opened an 
office in Myersville, Illinois. About 1874 he removed to Danville and shortly 
after gave up the practice of medicine and turned his attention to the dry-goods 
business, becoming a member of the firm of Tuttle & Draper, whose store was 
located on East Main street. Later the firm style was changed to Tuttle & 
Payne, which continued only one year. Mr. Tuttle carried on the dry-goods busi- 
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ness for twenty-five years. He was always a very active, progressive and enter- 
prising business man and achieved marked success in his line of endeavor. 

While a resident of Myersville, Illinois, Mr. Tuttle was married in 1869 to 
Miss Margaret Davison, a daughter of James Davison, who was one of the 
early settlers of that region and a farmer by occupation. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Tuttle were born four children, as follows: Blanche, Jennie, Mary Maude and 
Jessie Rae, who are all living in a nice comfortable home erected by the father. 
His death occurred on the 28th of November, 1908, and his wife survived him 
only a few weeks, passing away on the 24th of January, 1909. 

Politically Mr. Tuttle was identified with the republican party and frater- 
nally affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America and the Masonic order. 
He was a prominent and active member of the First Methodist Episcopal church 
of Danville and served on its official board for some time. H e  was a man 
widely and favorably known throughout this section of the state and his upright, 
honorable career gained for him the warm regard of those who knew him inti- 
mately. H e  was very domestic in his habits and found his greatest happiness 
in his home, surrounded by his family. 

.. - FRANK S. DEAMUDE. 

Frank S. Deamude, who is well known as a liveryman of Potomac, was born 
in Pilot township, this county, October 14, 1869, and is a son of Samuel Dea- 
mude, a farmer of this county. He was educated according to the usual manner 
of farm boys, in the country schools, continuing at home until he was twenty- 
two years of age. From his early years he assisted in the work of the farm and 
became thoroughly familiar with all of its operations. He started out for him- 
self in 1891 by renting a farm in Blount township, which he conducted success- 
fully for six years. At the end of this time, being an admirer of horses and 
also the possessor of social qualities that have enabled him readily to make 
friends wherever he is known, he embarked in the livery business at Potomac. 
Kt the expiration of four years he sold out his business to  W. H. Sinkburn, of 
Danville, but at the end of thirty days bought a half-interest in the same busi- 
ness and after four months acquired entire ownership. Ninety days later he 
again sold a half interest to Mr. Sinkburn, but became sole owner again at the 
end of six months and at the end of another six months disposed of the business 
to Samuel Happenstall, of Norcross, Minnesota, and for fourteen months Mr. 
Deamude traveled on the road. He again became associated with Mr. Sink- 
burn, becoming sole owner of the business after a few months, and at length 
sold out to Grant Gardiner. After this he bught  a feed barn at the corner of 
Franklin and Main streets, Danville, which he conducted for a year and sold to 
J. G. Lomy. H e  next became a partner of George McCarty in another feed 
barn, but after several months sold his interest to his partner and in June, 1907, 
with Grant Goodwin bought a barn which was being operated by W. M. Mc- 
Dowell. He has since bought Mr. Goodwin's interest and is now the owner of 
the establishment, which he conducts according to up-to-date principles and has 
attracted a good patronage. 
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In 1892 Mr. Deamude was united in marriage to Miss Julia M. Happenstall, 
and seven children have been born unto them, four of whom are now living: 
Tessa May, Edna Susan, Meddie Clare and Dean, all at home. Mr. Dearnude is 
a stanch advocate of the principles of the republican party, although a t  local 
elections he sometimes favors a friend whose name appears under a different 
designation. He has always been a public-spirited man and as an intelligent 
member of the community his ability is recopized and he is now serving as a 
member of the school board. H e  is active and energetic in his business affairs 
and has a wide acquaintance in the county, being very popular with the traveling 
public. In the various relations of life he has always been true to every trust 
reposed in him and as a result he enjoys the confidence and esteem of all with 
whom he is associated. 

JOHN L. WATTS. 

John L. Watts, chief deputy United States marshal at Danville with offices 
in the Federal building, was born March 17, 1877, at Mulberry Grove. Illinois, 
and is a son of Joseph F. and Hannah (Strader) Watts. The father was born 
in Columbus, Ohio, and when a young man devoted his time to farm work in 
that state. He afterward came to Illinois, settling in Bond county where he 
carried on farming on his own account, but later put aside agricultural pursuits 
and gave his attention to general merchandising for about six years. While thus 
engaged he was appointed postmaster and filled the position for four years. He 
also engaged in dealing extensively in stock and his business affairs were capably 
managed, resulting in success. Called to public office, he served as county sheriff 
one term, also county treasurer for one term. Deeply interested in politics, he 
was made presidential elector on the Taft ticket and has long been recognized 
as one of the earnest and able political leaders of his part of the state. He is 
now living retired. 

John L. Watts, the fourth in a family of seven children, was educated in the 
public schools of Bond county, passing through the consecutive grades until he 
was graduated from the high school. He filled the office of deputy county 
treasurer for two years in his early manhood, serving under his father. At the 
end of that time he secured a position in the state bank of Hoiles & Sons at 
Greenville, remaining with that firm for three years. He then resigned to 
accept the position of deputy clerk of the United States district court for the 
southern district of Illinois, at Springfield, on the 31st of January, 1899, and 
remained in that position for six years. Following the division of the state 
into three districts, he was appointed chief deputy United States district and 
circuit court clerk for the southern district of Illinois, at Peoria, and thus served 
for two years, after which he resigned to become chief deputy United States 
marshal for the eastern district of Illinois, with his office in Danville. He has 
remained here for three years and his record in this as in other positions is 
characterized by the utmost devotion to duty, together with accuracy and system 
in the discharge of the tasks that devolve upon him and the obligations which 
are his in this connection. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



776 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

On the 28th of September, 1909, Mr. Watts was married to Miss Mae Davis 
of Danville, a daughter of Frank S. and Ida (Meeks) Davis. The family are 
interested in the progress of the city along social, political, intellectual and 
moral lines. Fraternally Mr. Watts is connected with the Benevolent & Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. Much of his life has been devoted to  public service and 
as the years have gone by he has never grown careless in the performance of his 
duties, but, on the contrary, has seemed to take on an added conscientiousness 
that makes his work in the highest degree creditable and satisfactory. 

JOHN G. HARTSHORN. 

John G. Hartshorn, one of the representative business men of Danville, was 
born in Corydon, Iowa, May 17, 1862, his parents being William J. and Mary 
(Thompson) Hartshorn, both of whom are now deceased. The father died 
k e m b e r  13, 1867, and the mother March 10, 1903. William G. Hartshorn 
was a native of Dublin, Ireland, who came to America in early life and settled 
in Iowa. H e  was married, however, in White Hall, Illinois, to Miss Mary 
Thompson, whose birth occurred in London, England. She emigrated to Amer- 
ica with her parents in the early '50s and also located in Iowa. Mr. Hartshom 
was a prominent newspaper man and his fellow citizens, recognizing his worth 
and ability, called upon him to fill several positions of honor and trust. He was 
elected state senator but died before he was able to take his seat. During the 
Civil war he served as provost marshal and drafted men for his country. 

In  the state of his nativity John G. Hartshorn grew to manhood, attending 
the public schools of Corydon, and graduated from the high school in 1878. 
After putting aside his text-books, he engaged in clerking in a dry goods store 
in that city with W. S. Richards & Company, where he remained for four years, 
and during that time gained an excellent knowledge of business methods, which 
has been of great value in his subsequent career. He next formed a partner- 
ship with his brother, W. G. Hartshorn, and they opened a general store in Kin- 
ross, Iowa. This they conducted for one year, at the end of that time removing 
to  Pleasantville, Marion county, Iowa. At the latter place they carried on the 
business on a much larger scale for ten years and on leaving there went to Dun- 
reath, Iowa, where in addition to engaging in general merchandise business, 
they also opened and operated a coal mine. In  1897 they sold their interests in 
Iowa and came to  Danville, Illinois, where they have since engaged in busi- 
ness, conducting a general store, and also operating three coal mines, known 
as the Electric, the Mission Field, and the old Munsey mines. Owing to their 
industrious habits and good management, they have met with more than ordi- 
nary success and are now numbered among the leading business men of the 
city. Our  subject is now serving as secretary and treasurer of the company, 
while his brother is president of the same. 

On the 1st of March, 1888, at  Mount Ayr, Iowa, Mr. Hartshorn was united 
in marriage to Miss Minnie E. Shepherd, a native of Keosaukua, Iowa, and a 
daughter of J. S. Shepherd. Two children blessed this union, namely: Harry, 
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who was born in Pleasantville, Iowa, February 28, 1892, and Helen, born in 
Dundee, May 6, 1897. When he became of age Mr. Hartshorn chose the repub- 
lican party as his guide in political matters and has since voted that ticket, but 
has never cared for political preferment. H e  is a faithful member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church and is also connected with the Benevolent & Protective 
Order of Elks. 

THE DA'NVILLE WATERWORKS. 

The Danville Waterworks, of which H. M. Ely is now superintendent, had 
their beginning in 1883, the original plant being erected by the Danville Water 
Company when this city had a population of only about nine thousand. The 
original station consisted of a single brick building, with slate roof, divided 
about equally into an  engine and a boiler room. The plant was located in the 
valley of the north branch of the Vermilion river, some forty feet below the level 
of the city, and the water supply is still derived from this stream. The North 
Vermilion drains a sparsely settled farming country with an area of about two 
hundred and sixty-seven square miles and only two small towns are located on 
tiliq water shed. The water used in an unfiltered state has been satisfactory 
from a sanitary standpoint, no disease of any kind ever having been attributed 
to this source. During spring freshets, however, the stream is very turbid and 
some years ago a settling reservoir of about six million gallons capacity was 
constructed. The waterworks were built under a franchise ordinance passed by 
the Danville city council Kovember 9, 1882, granting the Danville Water Corn- 
pany the right to construct, maintain and operate waterworks in and near the 
city for a term of thirty years and fixing its hydrant rentals and water rates. 
Subsequently a new franchise ordinance covering thirty years, establishing 
rates, was passed and providing for a readjustment of rates at five-year inter- 
vals. The growth of the city to a place of twenty-four thousand inhabitants 
made it necessary to enlarge the waterworks plant about Aups t ,  1902, and a 
new pumping engine and filter system were placed in service, being ready for 
use on the 1st of June, 1903. Since 1895 the water supply has been impounded 
and conserved by a low timber dam, which was built across the river near the 
pumping station. This was done in order to provide a large quantity of water 
for use during the period of low water and a new dam was constructed and a 
small hydraulic power plant installed. The new dam xas  of concrete, with a 
total height of eleven feet and a height above the river bed of eight feet. T o  
provide for additional storage as well as a greater head for power purposes 
during times of moderate flow, the dam was arranged for the use of flash boards, 
which could be removed during high water, or which would be destroyed by 
flood flow, thus preventing the possible overflow of the adjacent low lands dur- 
ing such periods. A concrete fishway has been designed and built, for all dams 
must be provided with fishways according to state law. I t  was considered eco- 
nomical to utilize the surplus flow of the stream during moderate water for 
power which is used to  operate the low lift pumps which supply the raw water 
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to the coagulation basins and filters. For this purpose a small hydraulic power 
plant was constructed at the end of the dam next the station. The concrete dam 
is now being reconstructed and will be three feet higher, which will provide for 
a greater pondage. Four steel Taintor gates are placed in this dam to controI 
the flood flow. The filters are of the gravity rapid sand filtration type and the 
rate of filtration is about one hundred and twenty-five million gallons per acre 
per day. The chemicals are mixed in concrete chemical tanks placed in the base- 
ment below the floor of the operating room. From these tanks the solutions 
are pumped into small elevated tanks placed near the roof. The sand beds of 
the filters are each twenty-five feet in length by ten feet, eight inches in width. 
Extending entirely around their beds is an iron trough twelve inches wide and 
eighteen inches deep, through which the water is supplied to the beds to avoid 
disturbing the sand and by which tlie wash water is conveyed from the beds 
without the loss of the filter sand. The filters are eight feet in depth, leaving 
room for from three to three and a half feet of water above the four foot bed 
of sand. The strainer system, as well as the air wash and controller, are of the 
Jewel1 type. The dirty wash water overflows the trough above the sand and 
thence flows through special connection to the drains. The washing water is 
alternated with an air wash which is introduced from a Root blower through 
an air pipe, from which it is distributed uniformly to the strainers by five ver- 
tical pipes to the manifold and strainer system. Since the establishment of the 
Danville Waterworks the plant has shown that which is best and most improved 
in machinery and equipment and has ever given to the city an adequate supply 
of pure, fresh water. The present officers of the company are George J. Long, 
president; R. W. Bingham, vice president; and W. J. McGonigale. secretary 
and treasurer. All three gentlemen are from Louisville, Kentucky, and H. M. 
Ely is superintendent. 

GEORGE STEELY, M. D. 

Dr. George Steely, who has been engaged in the practice of medicine at 
Danville for the past five years, is numbered among the worthy native sons of 
Vermilion county, his birth having occurred in Hoopeston on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1879. His parents are Harlan M. and Miriam (Marquess) Steely. 
The father, likewise a native of this co~~nty ,  is a well known and successful 
attorney of Danville. George Steely, the paternal grandfather, was an early 
settler of Grant township, Vermilion county. 

George Steely began his education at Hoopeston and later continued his 
studies in the Danville high school, while subsequently he spent three years at 
the University of Illinois. He next entered Rush Medical College and while a 
student there also completed the scientific course at the University of Chicago, 
being graduated from that institution in 1902 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Science. H e  continued his professional education in the College of Physicians 
& Surgeons at Boston and since his graduation therefrom in 1905 he has been 
continuously and successfully engaged in the practice of medicine at Danville. 
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H e  is a member of Delta Tau Delta, a national college fraternity, and also of the 
Phi Rho Sigma. His ability and skill have been constantly manifest in the ex- 
cellent results which have attended his efforts for the alleviation of human 
suflering and the restoration of health, and he keeps in touch with the advance- 
ment that is being continually made by the medical fraternity through his mem- 
bership in the American Medical Association, the County and State Medical 
Societies, the Electro Therapeutic Association and the Association of Railway 
Surgeons. H e  is on the st& of St. Elizabeth's Hospital and also acts as sur- 
geon for the Danville Street Railroad & Light Company and the Illinois Trac- 
tion Company. H e  is a member of the Physicians Club of Danville. 

In 1906 Dr. Steely was united in marriage to Miss Edythe Hortense Nims, 
a native of New Hampshire, who comes of Revolutionary stock. Fraternally 
the Doctor is identified with the Masons, while his religious faith is indicated 
by his membership in the First Church of Christ. His sterling manhood as well 
as his professional attainments command for him the respect and honor of those 
with whom he has been associated. 

WILLIS D. KILGORE. 

Willis D. Kilgore, who is successfully engaged in business as a coal and lum- 
ber merchant of Danville, was born near Eugene, Vermilion county, Indiana, on 
the 18th of September, 1880, his parents being James T. and Rebecca Ellen 
(Rarker) Kilgore. The father, a native of Virginia, went to Indiana in early 
manhood, taking up his abode among the pioneer settlers of Vermilion county, 
that state. He devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits throughout 
his active business career and is now living retired with his wife in Vermilion 
county, Illinois, having come here in 1897. Their children were ten in number, 
the record of whom is as follows : John M., who resides in Danville ; Isaac C., 
Stevens S. and Alice M., all of whom have passed away; Wiley S., who likewise 
m k e s  his home in Danville; Flora, the wife of George Keplinger, of Hoopes- 
ton, Illinois; Everett, living in this county; Minnie, who is deceased; Willis D., 
of this review; and Harry, who has likewise passed away. 

Willis D. Kilgore attended the district schools of Georgetown and Liberty, 
Illinois, until seventeen years of age and then spent two years in J. C. Walker's 
Business College at Danville. After putting aside his text-books he secured 
a position with A. R. Eader, a bicycle dealer on West North street, by whom he 
was employed as bookkeeper for a short time. Subsequently he entered the serv- 
ice of the Sidell Grain & Elevator Company of Sidell in a similar capacity and 
later accepted a position with the Kelley Coal Company of Danville, remaining 
with that concern for four years. On the expiration of that period, feeling that 
his capital and experience justified him in embarking in business on his own 
account, he began operations as a dealer in coal and lumber in the fall of 1907 
and has since conducted a successful enterprise of this character at No. 438 
Gilbert street, known as the Union Coal & Timber Company. The business has 
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enjoyed a steady growth and Mr. Kilgore is widely recognized as one of the 
substantial and representative citizens of Danville. 

On the 11th of May, 1908, at Rankin, Illinois, Mr. Kilgore was united in 
mamage to Miss Nora J. Abbott, a native of that place and a daughter of James 
L. and Maggie Abbott, old residents of Vermilion county. Since age conferred 
upon him the right of franchise Mr. Kilgore has supported the men and meas- 
ures of the democracy but he has never sought office as a reward for his party 
fealty. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the First Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. A prosperous merchant, an exemplary citizen and a 
man of high moral standards, he enjoys the respect of all who have come in 
contact with him. 

S. B. DEAMUDE. 

S. B. Deamude, of Potornac, who is the owner with his son of a well im- 
proved farm of one hundred and sixty acres in Middle Fork township, a com- 
modious residence in Potomac and an interest in a flourishing livery business, 
may justly be numbered among the pioneers of Vermilion county although he 
is only sixty-three years of age. He was born on a farm twelve miles south 
of Potomac, July 22, 1847, and here he has passed all of his life. The year of 
his birth was made memorable by the war with Mexico, which gave a new im- 
petus to emigration into the western states and territories and from that time 
the stream has continued to flow with little cessation until millions of people 
are now to be seen where at the time of Mr. Dearnude's birth there were few 
struggling settlements and wild animals and Indians were the principal inhab- 
itants of the country. Mr. Deamude has lived to see many wonderful changes 
and none of them more marked than in his native state of Illinois, which has 
become one of the most populous states in the Union and one of the richest and 
most productive regions of the world. 

The subject of this review was born July 22,  1847, a son of Samuel and 
Mary (Bloomfield) Deamude. The father was a farmer, born in the southern 
part of Ohio, near the Ohio river, and in his boyhood days often crossed the 
river to Kentucky and there met the slaves and heard from them the tragic 
stories of their lives. He worked on a farm and also in a foundry but at twenty- 
two years of age he left Ohio. coming to Illinois in a one-horse wagon and, as 
he often related, arriving at the termination of his journey with five dollars in 
money, an axe, a wife and one child. He  was born about 1805 and died January 
27, 1868. He was twice married, the maiden name of his first wife being Rachel 
Hillery, and to them three children were born: Hannah, deceased; Silas, a car- 
penter of Danville, Illinois; and Clarke, who served in the Union army four 
years and advanced to the rank of captain and is now deceased. The second 
wife of Mr. Deamude was Mary Bloomfield, who was born in 1818 and de- 
parted this life April 29, 1888. She was the mother of six children: Maggie, 
now the widow of Benjamin Shambaugh, of Champaign, Illinois ; Charles, who 
is living in the West Indies; S. B., the subject of our review; Hattie, the wife 
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of Charles Umbarger, a merchant of Rossville, Illinois; and Mary and Lucy, 
both deceased. 

Having successfuIIy devoted his energies to the farm, S. B. Deamude is now 
in the enjoyment of a competence as the result of many years of well applied 
industry and the application also of patience and good judgment which are such 
important elements in every successful career. One of the leading events in the 
life of Mr. Deamude was his marriage, on the 3d of December, 1868, to Miss 
Amanda Sperry, a daughter of Erastus and Ruth (Reese) Sperry, the former 
a native of Ohio and the lattir of Indiana. The father came to Vermilion 
county with his parents and here continued the remainder of his life. He died 
May 14, 1852, at the age of thirty-two years. There were five children in the 
family, three of whom are now living: Wallace, a merchant of Muncie, Indi- 
ana ; Arrninda, mention of whom is made elsewhere in this volume; and Amanda, 
the wife of our subject. Mr. and Mrs. Deamude have two children: Frank, 
who was born October 14, 1869, and is now en,gaged in the livery business a?d 
also in farming at Potomac; and Ella, the wife of Frank Montgomery, of Law- 
renceville, Illinois. 

Mr. Deamude holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal church and is 
one of its active and earnest supporters. Coming from good pioneer stock, he 
has shown the traits o£ courage, persistence and rightly directed effort that 
enabled the early settlers to clear away the forest and establish permanen? homes 
where today may be seen beautiful residences provided with comforts and lux- 
uries of which the older generation scarcely dreamed. Mr. Deamude has well 
performed his duty and has earned the confidence and esteem of friends and 
acquaintances, who in years past have had definite knowledge of his many ex- 
cellent qualities not only as head of a family but as a broad-minded citizen and 
a responsive member of the universal brotherhood of man. 

CHARLES MAURICE CRAYTON. 

The life of Charles Maurice Crayton, assistant states attorney of Vermilion 
county, presents a striking illustration of the possibilities under the American 
republic for any young man who possesses the er?ergy and foresight to take ad- 
vantage of them. He is a native son of Indiana, born at Hillsboro, November 
g, 1872, his parents being George May and Elizabeth Murphy (Guilliams) Cray- 
ton. The father, who was a merchant of Hillsboro, departed this life in 1880, 
at the age of fifty-two years. The mother was a native of Fountain county, 
Indiana, and died Au,pst 3, 1910, at the age of seventy-three years. Our sub- 
ject is of Scotch and Irish ancestry. His paternal grandfather, Thomas Cray- 
ton, was the son of an Irish emigrant who settled in North Carolina and tihe 
paternal grandmother, Susan May, was a granddaughter of Captain "Billy" 
May, and a daughter of George May, one of the early pioneers of Indiana and 
a member of the Indiana legislature. The former was an officer in the Mexican 
war and a man of considerable prominence in his time. The maternal grand- 
father, John L. Guilliams, was a Scotchman who settIed in Tennessee and his 
wife was Jennie Bowman, of the Bowman family of Kentucky and Indiana. 
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The subject of this review received his preliminary education in the common 
schools of Indiana and attended the Indiana Normal College at Covington for 
two terms. At the age of fifteen he was granted a teacher's certificate in Foun- 
tain county by James Bingham, now attorney general of the state. His first 
experience with the great world, which was now beginning to open before him, 
was as a teacher in the public schools. At the end of two years, however, he 
decided that his destiny lay in other directions. 'Akcordingly he entered the 
office of the Potomac Rustler, of Potomac, Illinois, and there learned the print- 
er's trade. After working for a time as journeyman printer, he established sev- 
eral county newspapers, notably the Hillsboro (Ind.) Clipper and the George- 
town (Ill.) Herald. He was in the newspaper business when war was declared 
against Spain and, like thousands of patriotic young men of our country, he 
presented himself for enlistment April 20, 1898, and became a member of Bat- 
tery A, Illinois Volunteer Artillery, serving under General Nelson A. Miles in 
the invasion of Porto Rico. The war coming to a close, he was honorably dis- 
charged November 28, 1898. 

After laying aside his unifom Mr. Crayton reentered the newspaper busi- 
ness as a reporter on the Danville (Ill.) Daily Democrat. Shortly afterward he- 
purchased the Potomac (Ill.) Republican, which he edited until April, 1900, 
when he sold the paper and accepted a position as city editor of the Poplar 
Bluff (Mo.) Citizen. From this position he resigned in July, 1902, to become 
editor of the Potomac Republican. While serving in this position he studied 
law and in 1906 was admitted to practice by the supreme court of Illinois and 
entered upon the duties of his profession at Potomac. In  November, 1908, h e  
was appointed assistant states attorney of Vermilion county and removed to 
hnville,  where he has since resided. In his present position he has acquired 
an enviable reputation as a capable and wide-awake official who acts upon the 
principle that a public officer should labor with the same diligence that he brings 
to bear in his own private business. As a result he has gained the confidence 
of the courts and the growing esteem of the people. In a profession that de- 
mands the best efforts of its followers, he finds full scope for his abilities. 

On the 11th of August, 1901, at Covington, Indiana, Mr. Crayton was united 
in marriage to Miss Minnie B. Parker, of Potomac. Two children have blessed 
this union, Kathleen E., now aged eight years, and Lois G., six years of age. 

Mr. Crayton socially is identified with the Masonic order, the Elks, the 
Eagles and the 'bodern Woodmen of America. He is also prominently con- 
nected with the United Spanish War Veterans and on June 19, 1910, at the  
state encmpment of this organization in Danville, was elected junior vice com- 
mander of the Department of Illinois. His introduction to public office took 
place in Potomac in April, 1905, when he was elected president of the village. 
The duties of this position he discharged with an ability that greatly pleased 
the citizens. Having lost his father in early boyhood and having left home at 
fourteen years of age, when he began supporting himself and his mother, he 
had little advantages of education in youth. However, he has in a large degree- 
made up for this omission, being a careful student and observer and a man. 
who is never satisfied with a superficial knowledge of anything that attracts his 
interest. He received great benefit from his training in a printing office 
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as a reporter, correspondent and editor, and at the time of the war with Spain 
he possessed opportunities of meeting many of the most promising young men 
of the county and the impulse which he then received has been to him of incal- 
culable value. For some years he devoted considerable attention to the writing of 
prose and verse and contributed to various periodicals of Kansas City, St. Louis, 
Chicago, New York and other cities. Since his admission to the bar he has 
devoted his entire attention to his profession. That as a young man he has 
made a success a t  the bar is the unanimous opinion of all who know him. It  is 
also their opinion that he possesses an ambition and ability that will bring him 
into notice in a much wider field as the years pass. 

SAMUEL BRACEWELL. 

Samuel Bracewell, a well known liveryman of Danvile, has spent his entire 
life in th:s county, his birth occurring in South Danville, on the 14th of January, 
1876. His father, Isaac E. Bracewell, was born August 7, 1811, of Scotch and 
Welsh ancestry, and came to Danville about 1855. For twenty years he de- 
voted his time to the operation of mines, owning good mining property in this 
county and having in his employ a large number of men. H e  also served as the 
first mine inspector of Vermilion county, but during the last seven years of his 
life was compelled to lay aside all labor on account of ill health. His death 
occurred on the 28th of February, 1901. He  was married in Danville to Miss 
Hannah Hay, who was born in Covington, Kentucky, in 1853. Her  father was 
a native of England and a blacksmith by occ~~pation. Samuel Bracewell is one 
of a family of four children, the others being: John C.; Maurice, a farmer of 
New Mexico; and Nettie, the wife of J. E. Gillespie, a farmer of this county. 

During his boyhood and youth Samuel Bracewell attended the public schools 
of Danville and for two years was a student in the high school here. He  then 
engaged in clerking in several of the leading stores of the city, over ten years 
being devoted to the shoe business and the greater part of that time as depart- 
mlent manager. On the 15th of April, 1908, he embarked in his present business, 
opening a livery and boarding stable at 40-42 College street, where he remained 
for about twenty months and then removed to his present location at No. 37 
Washington street on the 2d of February, 1910. Besides his livery business he 
is also engaged in dealing in live stock and has built up an excellent trade in 
both lines. 

On the 28th of December, I&@. in Danville, was celebrated the marriage of 
Mr. Bracewell and Miss Margaret A. Shean, a daughter of Charles and Emma 
Shean and a native of this city. Her father, who was engaged in the bottling 
business here and was a very prominent citizen of Danville, passed away in 
June, 1906, but her mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Bracewell have two 
children: Helen and Brita. 

The family are held in the highest regard by all who know them. Mr. 
Bracewell is connected with the Industrial Club and is an active worker in the 
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ianks of the democratic party but has never cared for official honors. At one 
. time he was a member of Battery A, Danville National Guards, for three years 
and has always been prominently identified with public affairs. 

GEORGE WHEELER JONES, M. D. 

Dr. George Wheeler Jones was born at Bath, Steuben county, New York, 
February 4, 1839, the oldest son of Dr. John Sproson Jones and Charlotte 
Wheeler, his wife. The family removed to Covington, Indiana, in 1846. His 
early life was spent in laying the foundation of a good education, as he was a 
most ambitious student. He was a devoted son and the tie between him and 
his mother wzs unusually close. He attended Wabash College and later made 
a choice of the medical profession, studying for a while under his father. Later 
he studied in Chicago under Dr. William H. Byford, graduating from what 
was then the medical department of Lind University, now the Chicago- Medical 
College of the Northwestern University. 

He commienced the practice of medicine in Terre Haute, Indiana, but soon 
enlisted as a volunteer surgeon for three months, later reenlisting for three 
years, serving as assistant surgeon of the Sixty-third Indiana Volunteers. In 
1865 he was married to Miss Emelyn K. Enos, of Indianapolis, and located at 
Danville, Illinois. Here he commenced again the practice of medicine, also 
being associated with his brother, James Sanger Jones, in a drug store at the 
northeast cdrner of Main and Hazel streets, under the name of Jones Brothers. 
The brother James, gay-hearted and fun-loving, endeared to every one who fell 
under the influence of his merry ways and kind heart, died suddenly October 
26, 1872, and after three years the drug store was sold, leaving Dr. Jones to 
devote his entire time to the practice of his beloved profession. For twenty- 
nine years his busy life continued in Danville and his labor was unremitting in 
the cause of healing. One of his friends bore testimony to his faithfulness 
when he said: 

"His parents gave him puro blood and nature gave him a Grant-like frame, 
four square and solid as a tower, an iron constitution, a large, clear, active 
brain, a warm, loving, hopeful heart. He was my family physician and very 
intimate friend for over twenty years. I knew him from the heart out. Often 
has he carried my sick children on his bosom about the rooms, saying, '1 can do 
more for a child when it knows me and is not afraid.' He has done the same 
with your children. How tenderly he watched and nursed our sick. How he 
toiled to know what was best for them. For almost twenty years I passed his 
office late at night from my own work. Yet, however late, his lamp was burn- 
ing; his patients were in his heart; no day of toil was so hard as to keep him 
f r o d  studying; for their healing he must know the best and latest wisdom' of 
the medical world. I t  seems that he never slept, that he was always at work 
with his patients, his medicine and books." 

In the autumn of 1894 prostration from overwork compelled him to take the 
first vacation he had ever known. In company with a friend he went to the 
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Bermudas in December, intending to return in the spring and resume the prac- 
tice of medicine in Danville. The trip was a deligfi$ful one and for three weeks 
he enjoyed the change with every appearance of returning health. but on Sun- 
day, January 6, 1895, he died suddenly at the Princess Hotel, Hamilton, Ber- 
muda, of collapse of the heart. His body was brought to Danville two weeks 
later and buried in Spring Hill cemetery, followed by a long line of weeping 
murners, for he had many loving friends. 

In his profession he was held in high esteem, receiving many honors at the 
hands of his professional brethren. H e  was a prolific writer, contributing many 
articles to the current medical magazines, and to the various medical societies. 
He was a member and regular attendant of the American Medical Association, 
the Tri-State Medical Society and was at one time president of the Illinois 
State Medical Society. He was also honored by an invitation to contribute a 
paper to the ninth international medical congress, which convened in Wash- 
ington, D. C., in 1887. 

Politi~!ly he was a stanch republican. He led a life of purity and strict 
integrity, with brain and hands busy with incessant cares, loyal to friends, 
grateful for friendship, true to the principles of his.religion. He was a man of 
literary taste and knowledge, taking time in his busy life to investigate the best 
the world brought him. H e  was a man of great courage? .unyielding convictions 
and tireless energy, in his beloved profession of medicine. To the cry of the 
afAicted his ear was ever open, his skillful eye and hand ever ready to rdieve; 
and the poor and needy found in him a helper. No labor was too arduous, no 
detail too trivial, no sacrifice too great for him when life and death hung in the 
balance, and his reward was sufficient in the consciousness of duty done. 

D. A. JANES. 

D. A. Janes, the owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
on section 29, Grant township, has successfully devoted his attention to general 
agricultural pursuits throughout his entire business career. His birth occurred 
in Fayette county, Ohio, on the 10th of January, 1844, his parents being Har- 
rison and Mary (Homey) Janes, who were natives of the states of Virginia 
and Ohio, respectively. In 1862 they took up their abode on a farm in McLean 
county, Illinois, where the father continued to reside until called to his final 
rest. Subsequently the mother returned to Fayette county, Ohio, where she 
passed away when in the eighty-fourth year of her age. Unto them were born 
ten children, seven of whom are yet living. 

D. A. Janes attended the common schools in pursuit of an education and 
remained under the parental roof until the time of his enlistment for service in 
the Union army. In 1862, when a youth of eighteen, he joined Company C, 
Ninetieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, remaining with that command throughout 
the period of hostilities. H e  participated in many hotly contested engagements, 
including the battles of Chickamauga, Stone River, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, 
Frankfort and Nashville. After being mustered out at Nashville, Tennessee, 
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he returned to the Buckeye state with a most creditable military record, having 
never faltered in the performance of any task assigned him. Securing a clerk- 
ship in a store, he held that position for three years and was then married. 
Following that important event in his life he became identified with general 
agricultural pursuits, cultivating rented land for a period of three years. In 
the spring of 1890 he removed to Ford county, Illinois, purchasing and locat- 
ing upon a farm which remained his home for five years. At the end of that 
time he disposed of the property and came to Vermilion county, buying a farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres on section 29, Grant township. The further 
cultivation and improvement of that place has claimed his time and energies 
continuously since and in his undertakings as an agriculturist he has won a 
most gratifying and well merited measure of success. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life, Mr. Janes chose 
Miss Margaret Harden, a native of Hocking county, Ohio, and a daughter of 
John and Mary (Chichester) Harden, who were likewise born in that state 
and passed away in Mercer county, Ohio. Their children were eight in num- 
ber, six of whom still survive. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Janes have been born six 
children, as follows: Josie Ann, Cora and Mary, a11 of whom are deceased; 
James, an agriculturist of Mercer county, Ohio; Carrie, the wife of Edward 
Laffen, of Vermilion county; and John, who is married and operates the old 
homestead farm. 

Politically Mr. Janes is a stalwart advocate of the democracy. The cause 
of education has ever found in him a stanch champion, and for eight years 
he served as a school director. His life has been one of continuous activity, 
in which has k e n  accorded due recognition of labor, for today he is numbered 
among the substantial citizens of his county. 

JOHN SLOZOS. 

John Slozos, a successful merchant and leading resident of Westville, is 
the proprietor of a well-appointed grocery store and meat market, and is also 
serving as mayor of the town for the second term. His birth occurred in 
Russia on the 15th of July, 1864, and in the schools of that country he ob- 
tained his education. When twenty-three years of age he left his native land 
and took up his abode in the United States, wishing to test the truth of the 
many favorable reports which he had heard concerning the advantages of the 
new world. First Iocating in Pennsylvania, he there worked as a miner for 
two years, on the expiration of which period he removed to Chicago, Illinois, 
where he remained for a similar length of time. Subsequently he came to 
Westville, Vermilion county, and here worked in the coal mine for about six 
years. At the end of that time he embarked in business as a grocer and 
butcher and has since conducted an establishment of this character, now en- 
joying an extensive and profitable trade. He has erected a fine brick building, 
in which he also conducts a saloon, and in addition owns four residence prop- 
erties. He  likewise has a tract of one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
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Wadena county, Minnesota, and has long been numbered among the most pros- 
perous and respected residents of Westville. 

In  1889, in Chicago, Mr. Slozos was united in marriage to Miss Bessie 
Bartkinio, who was born in Russia in the year 1869. Unto our subject and 
his wife have been born eight children, namely: Estella, Bessie, Lena, Rosie, 
and four who are deceased. 

Mr. Slozos is a republican in politics and is now serving in the office of 
mayor for the second term, his administration being characterized by many 
progressive measures. H e  formerly acted as a member of the town board for 
two terms. I n  religious faith he is a Catholic and his wife is also a communi- 
cant of the church of that denomination. Coming to America in early man- 
hood, he eagerly availed himself of every opportunity which presented itself 
and has gradually worked his way upward to a position among the substantial 
and representative citizens of his community. His record may well serve as 
a source of inspiration and encouragement to others, showing what may be 
accomplished when one has the will to dare and to do. 

ORNDORFF L. RIDGELY. 

The Ridgely family is of English origin, the first of its representatives 
coming from England to America early in 1600 and locating in hlaryland, 
where the family became a prominent one in the early days of that colony. 
Nicholas H. Ridgely, the grandfather of Orndorff L. Ridgely, was born on 
his father's tobacco plantation, near Baltimore, Maryland, April 27, 1800, and 
was the son of Greenberry and Rachel (Ryan) Ridgely, also natives of ithe 
same state. There he grew to manhood and in the city of Baltimore received 
his education. He was there married at the early age of nineteen and shortly 
afterward, in 1820, went to Wheeling, Virginia, where he remained for several 
years, returning for a brief period to Baltimore. In 1829 he left that city 
never to.make it his home again. 

Coming west Nicholas H. Ridgely located in St. Louis, Missouri, and soon 
after his arrival there he became discount clerk in a branch of the United 
States B,ank, which had been established in that city. For nearly seven years 
he continued with that bank, but in May, 1835, he received the appointment 
as cashier of the State Bank of Illinois, and at  once came to Springfield and 
assumed that responsible position. He  filled that office until the bank failed 
in 1841 and was one of the trustees who finally wound up its business, after 
which he carried on the banking business on his own account. 

In 1852 after the passage of the state banking law, in company with others, 
Mr. Ridgely organized Clark's Exchange Bank and was elected its first presi- 
dent. Two years later, at  the age of eighteen, his son Charles succeeded James 
Campbell as cashier and from that time to the present has been connected with 
the bank. A few years later Mr. Ridgely purchased the interests of his part- 
ners and continued the business in his individual name. In 1559 he admitted 
his son Charles as a partner, and the business was continued under the firm 
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name of N. H. Ridgely & Company. Subsequently, in 1864, William Ridgely, 
another son, also entered the firm, and the business was continued by the three 
until 1866. In  October, 1866, associated with his sons, Charles and William, 

I 
J. Taylor Smith and Lafayette Smith, Mr. Ridgely organized the Ridgely Na- 
tional Bank and was elected its first president, a position he retained until 
his death, and it is safe to say that no bank ever secured the confidence of the 
people in a higher degree. 

From the day of his arrival Mr. Ridgely became an important factor in 
the growth and development of Springfield and was instrumental in securing 
the removal of the state capital to t.he city, the bank furnishing the money 
necessary to secure its location. That note is preserved in the Ridgely family 
as a highly prized heirloom. 

In 1848, in connection with his former banking partner, Colonel Thomas 
I 

Mather, Mr. Ridgely purchased the old railroad from Springfield to Naples, 
rebuilt it and gave it the name of the Sangamon & hforgan Railroad. It  was 
later consolidated with the Great Western and is now a part of the Wabash 
system, being the first part of the present western division of the Wabash 
road to be built. In 1854 he established the Springfield Gas Works, which, 
although private property, was of great value to the city. He  became president 
of the company, a position which he also held until his death. 

An enterprise which has been of incalculable benefit to the state of Illinois 
and which has relieved the people of much of the great burden of taxation, 
was the building of the Illinois Central Railroad. In  securing the passage of 1 
the law giving the railroad its charter, Mr. Ridgely was largely instrumental, 
and while he was associated with the men who built the road, he would not 
accept a directorate in it. Realizing that by the building of that road, with 
others, there would be an immense rise in the value of land in the state, he 
invested largely and became the owner of many thousands of acres, being one 
of the largest landowners in the state, and much of his wealth was obtained 
in that way. 

Mr. Ridgely was twice married and reared a family of thirteen children 
who grew to maturity, all of whom he liberally provided for, even before his 
death, establishing them in homes of their own and in the various branches of 
business in which they engaged. H e  was called to his final home on the 31st 
of January, 1888, and it can well be said that his summons hence left a void 
in business and financial circles of his adopted city. 

One of the best financiers of his day and daily brought in contact with all 
classes of people in business and social life, h4r. Ridgely was withal of a 
modest and retiring disposition, never seeking public attention or notoriety. 
In  his whole life he was never accused of doing a single dishonorable deed. 
H e  was a man of few words in business transactions and always said what 
he meant and meant what he said. His "yea" was yea, and his "no" no, but 
he well knew how to say "no" in a business transaction without giving offense 
o r  causing a man to lose his self-respect. 

OrndorR L. Ridgely, whose name heads this sketch, was born in Spring- 
field, Illinois, on the 20th of May. 1864. his parents being Mr. and Mrs. Vin- 
cent Ridgely, who now reside in St. Petersburg. Florida. The other members 
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of the family are: Edward W., a resident of Golden, Illinois; Charles N., de- 
ceased; Vincent N. and Reddick w., both residents of St. Petersburg, Florida; 
Clarence M., of Litchfield, Illinois; and Dr. Roy R., of St. Petersburg, Florida. 

O m d o d  L. Ridgely be,- his education in the public schools of Spring- 
field and was fifteen years of age when he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to Galesburg, Illinois, where he continued his studies for a time. Later 
he was employed for several years as letter carrier in that city and for four- 
teen years was connected with the Consolidated Coal Company of St. Louis. 
In 1894 he came to Danville as district superintendent for that company and 
continued in that position up to the time of his death. He was a man of 
superior business ability, possessing a quick insight into all the problems of the 
extensive interests with which he was connected, and he was universally es- 
teemed by those with whom he came in contact, either in business or social 
life. 

On the 21st of February, 1900, in Danville, Mr. Ridgely was united in 
marriage to Miss Ann S. Wolford, but their happy married life was but of 
brief duration, for  on the r ~ h  of December of the same year Mr. Ridgely 
was called to his final rest. His political support was given to the democratic 
party and it was well known that, while he did not seek nor desire office, he 
was actuated at all times by a public-spirited devotion to the general good 
that was manifest in tangible co-operation with various movements and p r e  
jects that were started for the benefit and upbuilding of the community at 
large. Those who came within the circle of his friendship found him a most 
genial companion and at all times he held friendship inviolable. His death 
was a distinct loss to the business circles of central Illinois and to the com- 
munity at large. 

Mrs. Ridgely was born in Arcola, Illinois, November 17, 1873, and is a 
daughter of M. J. Wolford, president of the Palmer National Bank of Dart- 
ville, of wl?m~ extended mention is made elsewhere in this volume. At the 
age of three years she came with her parents to this city, where she pursued 
her studies in the public schools and was graduated from the Danville high 
school. She also pursued a course in music at the Auditorium Conservatory 
in micago, and the New England Conservatory of Music at Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. She is a lady of charming personality, who has a wide circle of 
friends in Danville, where almost her entire life has been passed. She is a 
charter member of Governor Bradford Chapter of the Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Revolution at Danville, and is quite prominent socially. 

LEVIN T. PALMER. 

While Levin T. Palmer arrived in Danville with a cash capital of but 
twenty-four dollars, in the course of years he became a leading representative 
of financial interests in the conduct of an extensive and profitable banking and 
loan business, in which connection he worked out involved business problems 
and became the leader in the initiatory and subsequent movements which made 
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his undertaking one of the leading business enterprises of Danville. More- 
over, in all of his dealings he rigidly adhered to those principles of commercial 
honor which, coupled with his energy, perseverance and unquestioned business 
ability, made him what he was. 

H e  was born on Long Island, December 3, 1814, a son of Charles Palmer, 
who was born in Newtown, New York, December 18, 1790, and died on the 
30th of August, 1822. Charles Palmer was a farmer by occupation and Levin 
T. Palmer was reared to that occupation. He  was only eight years of age a t  
the time of his father's death. H e  acquired a common school education and 
continued his residence in the east until in his twenty-first year, when, in 1835. 
he came to Illinois. 

In  July of that year Mr. Palmer arrived in Danville. The exigencies of the 
situation demanded that he secure immediate employment and he entered the 
services of Dr. Fithian in a clerical capacity. H e  clerked for one year for 
the Doctor and then went to &filwaukee, Wisconsin, where he remained for a 
few years. On the expiration of that period he returned to Danville and 
formed a partnership with R. T. Leverich for the conduct of a dry-goods and 
general merchandise business. H e  continued in that field for about fourteen 
years and then turned his attention to the loan and real-estate business in con- 
nection with T. C. Forbes, with whom he remained as a partner untii 1872, 
when the firm was dissolved and Mr. Palmer was joined by his son, Charles J. 
They conducted a banking and loan business under the style of L. T. and 
C. J. Palmer up to the time of the father's death, which occurred on the 26th 
of August, 1900. Thus from a penniless condition, Rlr. Palmer worked his 
way steadily forward, improving every opportunity until he became ranked as 
one of the leading financiers of the community. 

It was on the 17th of August, 1842, that Mr. Palmer was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Esther Gilbert, who was born in Ontario county, New York; on 
the 19th of November, 1824, and died in 1908. She was a daughter of Solo- 
mon Gilbert, who was born in Massachusetts, June 19, 1778, and departed this 
life on the 5th of February, 1857. Her mother bore the maiden name of Esther 
Green, and it was on the 6th of April, 1809, that she gave her hand in marriage 
to Solomon Gilbert. She, too, was a native of the old Bay state, born De- 
cember 13, 1789, and her death occurred in Danville on the 3Ist of January, 
1839. When very young Solomon Gilbert removed to Ontario county, New 
York, where he married Miss Green, who was a daughter of Captain Henry 
Green, a soldier of the war of 1812. In 1828 Solomon Gilbert left the Empire 
state and started for the west in the month of April, traveling by team across 
the country until he reached Danville in July. H e  was one of the founders 
and builders of the city in that he was one of the first settlers and took a 
very active part in everything that pertained to public progress. He built the 
first grist mill in Danville, and through private and public activity, did much 
for the welfare of the city. Gilbert street was named in his honor. 

The death of Levin T. Palmer occurred in 1900. and thus passed horn 
the scene of earthly activity one whose efforts had k e n  a potent force in the 
improvement and upbuilding of Danville. H e  certainly deserved much credit 
for what he accomplished, inasmuch as he started ou t  in life empty-handed and. 
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